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Shavuot—Torah, Blintzes and Cheesecake
The word Shavuot means weeks, and it

are: Before they received the Torah, the

marks the conclusion of the Counting of
the Omer. The Torah mandates the seven

Israelites were
not obligated to

-week period, beginning on the second
day of Passover, to be immediately fol-

follow its laws,

lowed by Shavuot. This expresses anticipation and desire for the giving of the

shechita (ritual
slaughter of animals) and kashrut. Since

Torah. On Passover, the people of Israel

all their meat pots and dishes now had to

(Zoom)

were freed from their enslavement to
Pharaoh; on Shavuot, they were given the

be made kosher before use, they opted to
eat dairy foods. The Torah is compared to

Shavuot Cheesecake

Torah and became a nation committed to
serving God. Dairy

milk by King Solomon, who wrote: "Like
honey and milk, it lies under your

which include

foods such as cheese-

tongue." (Song of Songs 4:11). The Psalms

cake and cheese
blintzes are tradition-

call Mount Sinai Har Gavnunim ,(הר גבננים
mountain of majestic peaks, Psalm 68:16–

ally consumed on the
Shavuot holiday. Among the explanations

17/15–16 ), which is etymologically similar to gevinah ,(גבינהcheese). Enjoy

given in rabbinic literature for the consumption of dairy foods on this holiday

cheesecake after Shabbat service on June
4 at 9:45 AM.

Mark Your Calendar!
Bingo!
Tues June 14 7:00
Tues July 12 7:00
Tues August 16 7:00

Sat June 4 9:45 AM
(Sanctuary)
Book Club
Wed July 20 7:00
(Zoom)

Greetings to all from:
Ro Kerchner
Bunny Benstock
Sherry & Manny Bloch
Carol Cohen
Barbara & Harvey Hamerling
Louis and Evelyn Harmon
Les Leavitt
Sue and Lou Pellegrino
Irene and Harvey Roberts
Steve and Ellen Zane

Celebrating Shabbat and Holidays at Congregation Beth Sholom for over 50 years!

CANTOR ALISA FORMAN
What is the Mezuzah?
The mezuzah is hung on the doorpost as a subtle reminder about our values every time we
enter and exit our homes.
By Rabbi Efrem Goldberg found on aish.com

We walk in and out of our homes on a regular basis. We may even have a mezuzah
hanging, but we forget it's there. There are so many activities in our lives we do
without ever thinking about them.
The word mezuzah literally means doorpost but we use it to refer to what hangs on
it. The mezuzah, meaning the handwritten scroll, is supposed to remind us: on the
threshold of our homes and the threshold of critical places in our life, the values
we're meant to bring in and the inspiration we’re meant to carry out with us.
What's inside the mezuzah?
The mezuzah, on its parchment, is written the holy words of the Shema, which is like the National Anthem, or the
primary declaration of Jewish belief, to remind us of the unity of God's existence and of our responsibility to answer
to a higher authority, whether it's walking into our home and the way we interact with the people in it, what entertainment we engage in, the values we live by, or whether it's on our way out to work, to the gym, to the supermarket, to engage socially, we answer to a higher authority.
This entire world is an expression of God's existence. The mezuzah contains the word v'ahavta, love. Love is supposed to inform and animate our entire being, to be positive and upbeat to be filled with love. Love is how we treat
God, love is how we treat others, in our home and outside of it. And when we pass that mezuzah, it reminds us of our
responsibility to practice, to share, and to shower others with that love, with that devotion, that loyalty by being givers and not takers.
When the mezuzah scroll is wound up, on the outside is written one of God's names, Shaddai. [Also an acronym for
“Guardian of the Doors of Israel.” Shin, the first letter of this Name, often appears on the mezuzah case.] It comes
from the Kabalistic expression, “God looked at His world and He said ‘dai. He said enough. He was satisfied with creation. Outside our homes we are ambitious. When we walk into our home and we see that name of God, we remember dai, to be satisfied with our lot, to count our blessings, to be happy with what we have.
Some people think that the mezuzah brings good fortune or good luck, but the truth is the mezuzah brings a positive
energy when we live by the values that are contained within it. It does ward off evil spirits, the spirit of arrogance and
ego, the spirit of envy and anxiety. When we pledge to live with love, then we bring a positive energy into our home,
our workspace, or anywhere the mezuzah hangs.
Our rabbis debate whether the mezuzah should be placed vertically or horizontally. In the Ashkenazi tradition, we do
a compromise, we hang it on a slant. It doesn't satisfy either opinion, but it does remind us: when you enter that
home, when you enter that workspace with your colleagues, enter with the spirit of compromise. It's not our way or
the highway. It's not all about us. We have to be willing to compromise if we're going to connect with others.
We say a blessing before we hang up the mezuzah, with a hope and a prayer, not only as we dedicate the mezuzah
and dedicate our home, but we dedicate ourselves to one another and to the values and inspiration inside that
mezuzah. So next time you walk through a door, pause and remember what's behind the mezuzah. Make sure to
touch that mezuzah and it's important to make sure the mezuzah touches you.

The Technical Aspects of the Mezuzah
Excerpts from Mezuzah: The Inside Story by Rabbi Shraga Simmons from aish.com
A "kosher" mezuzah is hand-written on genuine parchment, prepared from the skin of a kosher animal. A specially
trained scribe, known as a sofer, carefully writes the words using special black ink and a quill pen. The letters must be
written according to halacha (Jewish Law), and every letter and word must be correct. Any mistakes or missing letters
invalidates the entire parchment. A kosher mezuzah should cost $30-40. You can purchase valid scrolls online. Because
of humidity and natural aging, the letters on a mezuzah can become cracked or faded. For this reason, a mezuzah
should be checked twice every seven years.
Which Doorway Needs a Mezuzah?
In practice today, the custom is to put a mezuzah on most doors that people use. Therefore, a Jewish home typically has
mezuzot on the front and side doors, porch, bedrooms, living room, playroom, garage (if used for storage and not just
cars), laundry room, etc. A bathroom does not get a mezuzah. In Israel, all public buildings – restaurants, government
offices, hotels, etc. – have a mezuzah on every door (except for bathrooms).
When moving into a new home, a mezuzah should be put up immediately. If you're only renting, and the house or
apartment is located in the diaspora, then the mezuzah can be put up within 30 days. When moving out of a home –
and the next occupant is also Jewish – it is considered disrespectful to remove the mezuzot. What are the technical
specs?

Ready to Roll!
Once you have a mezuzah, here's how to roll it up:

1. Place the parchment in front of you so the text of the "Shema" is facing you.
2. The mezuzah is rolled, not folded. Begin to roll from the left side (i.e. from the end of the Hebrew text), so that the
words are on the inside.

3. Be careful to roll smoothly and do not crease the parchment. Scratching off any ink renders the mezuzah invalid.
Perfect Placement

1. When placing the mezuzah in the case or on the wall, be sure that the Hebrew word "Shaddai," which is written on
the back of the parchment, is facing outward (i.e. toward the entrance once it is affixed). Also, make sure the mezuzah
is not upside down!

2. The mezuzah should be placed on the right-hand doorpost – i.e. on the right side of the door as you enter the room.
The Talmud learns this from the word "your house" (beit'echa), which can be rendered "as you enter" (bi'atcha).

3. How far up on the doorpost? The mezuzah should be placed on the lower part of the upper-third of the doorpost –
approximately shoulder height. (The Talmud compares this to Tefillin, which is placed on the upper arm.)

4. At which angle? The Ashkenazi custom is to position the mezuzah at a slight angle, with the top half pointing toward the room you are about to enter. The Sephardi custom is to place the mezuzah straight up vertically.

5. The mezuzah should be permanently affixed, with glue, nails or screws. Tape that would easily fall off if bumped
into is regarded as too temporary to be considered "affixed." Similarly, Velcro and magnets may not be used.

6. The mezuzah must be affixed both on the top and bottom. When using double-sided foam tape, either use one long
piece which reaches the top and bottom of the mezuzah case, or put two pieces – one on top and one on the bottom. A
strong glue or double-sided foam tape is acceptable only if the case opens from the top or bottom. If the case opens
from the back, then by using glue or foam tape, only the removable back of the cover will be "affixed to the doorpost,"
while the hollow section containing the mezuzah will not.

The Blessing for the Mezuzah

Summer Candle-Lighting Times
Friday, June 3
Light Candles at 8:07 PM
Shavuot
Saturday, June 4
Light Holiday Candles after
9:06 PM

Friday, June 10
Light Candles at 8:10 PM
Saturday, June 11
Shabbat Ends 9:09 PM
Friday, June 17
Light Candles at 8:12 PM
Saturday, June 18
Shabbat Ends 9:11 PM
Friday, June 24
Light Candles at 8:14 PM
Saturday, June 25
Shabbat Ends 9:13 PM
Friday, July 1
Light Candles at 8:14 PM
Saturday, July 2
Shabbat Ends 9:13 PM

Friday, July 8
Light Candles at 8:14 PM
Saturday, July 9
Shabbat Ends 9:12 PM

Friday, July 29
Light Candles at 8:05 PM
Saturday, July 30
Shabbat Ends 9:01 PM

Friday, July 15
Light Candles at 8:12 PM
Saturday, July 16
Shabbat Ends 9:09 PM

Friday, August 5
Light Candles at 8:00 PM
Saturday, August 6
Shabbat Ends 8:55 PM

Friday, July 22
Light Candles at 8:09 PM
Saturday, July 23
Shabbat Ends 9:06 PM

Friday, August 12
Light Candles at 7:54 PM
Saturday, August 13
Shabbat Ends 8:48 PM
Friday, August 19
Light Candles at 7:47 PM
Saturday, August 20
Shabbat Ends 8:41 PM
Friday, August 26
Light Candles at 7:40 PM
Saturday, August 27
Shabbat Ends 8:33 PM

Reciting the Blessing
Before reciting the blessing, the case with the mezuzah enclosed should be held
against the doorpost – ready to turn the first screw or tap in the first nail. If using glue
or foam tape, be prepared to firmly affix the case on the doorpost immediately upon
completing the blessing.
Once the mezuzah is in position, but before affixing it to the door, the blessing is recited. See the blessing on the previous page.

If you are hanging many mezuzot at the same time, only one blessing is recited on the
first mezuzah – usually the front door. When making the blessing, have in mind the
remaining mezuzot, and try not to make any interruptions until all the mezuzot are
affixed.
So the Torah gives us instructions for living – how to actualize our potential…and how to find happiness, meaning and fulfillment.
We are told to put these verses on our doorpost, to remind us of Jewish "instructions for living." Many people have the custom to
touch the mezuzah when walking through the doorway, and then to kiss their hand. As we pass by, we focus on these instructions
posted on the wall.
The Torah demonstrates how to make Jewish values a permanent, everyday part of our lives. To help us remember the message,
some repeat these verses when they arise in the morning, and just before going to sleep at night. And we make it permanent by
affixing it to our doorpost. It's the original Jewish billboard.

Don't kiss the mezuzah by mere rote. Ponder these instructions, find time to study them, and live with them!
So too, the Torah gives us instructions for living – how to actualize our potential, how to have a successful marriage, how to raise
healthy children, and how to find happiness, meaning and fulfillment. God's got it worked out to a science.
God told us to put these verses on our doorpost, to remind us of His "instructions for living." Many people have the custom to
touch the mezuzah when walking through the doorway, and then to kiss their hand. As we pass by, we focus on God's instructions
posted on the wall.
The Torah demonstrates how to make Jewish values a permanent, everyday part of our lives. To help us remember the message,
we repeat these verses when we arise in the morning, and just before going to sleep at night. And we make it permanent by affixing it to our doorpost. It's the original Jewish billboard.

From the President

Barbara Hamerling
barb4949@gmail.com
352-513-5169

Haverim,
Here we are getting ready for hot weather with the snowbirds leaving us (thank you –

roads should be easier to handle). Our synagogue is still open for services every week.
It is nice to see so many coming back in-house. I do understand that there are some
that still want to join on Zoom each week, but I hope that you will be back to us real
soon.
We ask that you try to come to services for those that want to say Kaddish.
Thank you to all that came to the Congregation Meeting. A vote was taken to change the starting time for
Shabbat services on Saturday morning to 9:45. We have begun starting at that time and we will see if it

works out before finalizing the decision at our next Congregation Meeting in September.
We will kick off the summer with our Shavuot Service and Cheesecake Festival on June 4. Monthly BINGO
will continue and the book club will meet. We are even hoping to join up with the congregation in Ocala for
a card party. I will keep you posted. It is too early to know what is happening for the High Holidays, so

please read your E-News each week as new information is presented.
Remember I am here for you. Please contact me with concerns.
B’Shalom,

Barbara Hamerling, President

Who is Right? American Civil Law Versus Jewish Law
By Sheila Abrahams
Sheila Abrahams is an active member

explain the course, I felt that the

guests, we thought it would be really

of Congregation Beth Sholom and is
currently taking a class sponsored by

commercial summed it better than I
ever could.

cool to build a casita (free-standing
guest house) in our back yard. The first

Chabad on Jewish vs. Secular law. She
is a graduate of Touro College/Jacob

In a nutshell, Western Civil Law focus-

course of business was to find out
whether it was legal to do so. It turned

D. Fuchsberg Law Center.

es predominantly on an individual’s

S

rights, while Jewish law focuses on an
individual’s responsibilities as well.
ome of you may remember
the funny Hebrew National

Taken from many sources, including
the Torah, Mishna, Talmud and the

out that, not only was it perfectly legal
according to all applicable rules and
regulations, but the original owner had
already installed water and electric lines
to feed into the “future casita” in the

television commercials from the
1970s. One in particular featured

Shulchan Aruch, Jewish law focuses
on the well-being of the community

northeast corner of our property.

Uncle Sam eating a hot dog, while the

and society as well as the individual.

When we told our lovely next-door

narrator explains the reason they do
not add fillers or by-products even

While American law relies on case

though the government allows it.
“We’re kosher and we have to an-

law as precedent that is legally bind-

swer to a higher authority.” For a trip
down memory lane hit this link:

While the Torah gives us some exam-

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

ing, Jewish law is not as specific.
ples to follow, according to Maimonides, God commands us to do what is
“right and good” even if not explicitly
commanded to do so. So, basically,

v=EAXvEFqLdm8

neighbors about our plans, they were
very upset. Apparently, the casita, according to the blueprints, would block
the Florida sunshine from their lanai
and prevent them from enjoying their
swimming pool and backyard as they
had for years.
Under Florida law, we “had the right” to

I have had the privilege of attending
three classes of a six-week course at

American law makes a decision based
on a person’s rights and Jewish law

build according to our plans. Under the
paradigm of Jewish law, it is not “the

the Rohr Institute called “Beyond

makes a decision based on what “is

right thing to do” because our benefit of

Right,” which examines the fundamental differences between Ameri-

right.”

can civil law and Jewish law. It is
quite an eye-opener. When asked to

Last year, in anticipation of house-

having the casita would cause harm to
another as they would no longer be able
to enjoy their property. A reasonable
compromise might have been to build it
in another location where it would not

Honoring a birthday or a special event

~ Remembering a loved one ~
Make a donation to Congregation Beth Sholom
To facilitate the proper acknowledgement and recording of your

donations, please provide the following information with your check.

A donation made by: _____________________________________
In Honor of/ Memory of: __________________________________
Send to: Congregation Beth Sholom, PO Box 640024. Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0024

impact anyone’s enjoyment of their
property.
As it turns out, our houseguests came
and went and we decided, as the old
adage goes, that after a few days, company and fish have the same thing in

common (after a few days, they both
start to stink). We abandoned the casita plans and are still friendly with our
next door neighbors. In fact, we are
thinking of inviting them over for a

barbeque featuring Hebrew National
Hot Dogs.

LET’S PLAY BINGO!

The Second Tuesday of the Month

Virtual Bingo – VIA ZOOM
When: Tuesday, June 14, July 12, August 16 (Note: August is the 3rd Tues)
Time: 7 PM – Sign on 6:45 PM
Cost: $2.00 for one card, $5.00 for 3 cards, $10 for 6 cards
Raffle: $10.00 to participate
50/50 Raffle – By paying the $10.00 to participate in the raffle, all card numbers you have paid for will be entered into the drawing.
If your card number is chosen, you will have won 50% of what is taken in. So, the more cards you play, the more chances you have
to win the 50/50.
Questions: Barbara Hamerling 352-513-5169 or barb4949@gmail.com. This is open to your family and friends. You do not have
to live in the area to play. Please make check payable to CBS and mail to: CBS, P. O. Box 640024, Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0024.
In the memo, please put number of cards you are purchasing and 50/50 Raffle if you are participating.
DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS IS 5 DAYS PRIOR TO THE EVENT.
Cards and link for Zoom sign on will be emailed to you (please provide your name and email address if not a
congregation member) the Sunday before playing. If you want, please print your cards one time if you are using pennies
or chips or six times if you want to use a dauber. We will be playing seven games. Game 7 will continue as Game 6 on the
same board.
Please email Barbara Hamerling that you are purchasing cards. Thank you.

Thank You For Your Heartfelt Donations
In Memory of Isador Tilton
From Jon and Linda Tilton

In Memory of Wendell Thornton
From Lenore Richter

In Memory of Minnie Zaenchik
From Bunny Benstock and
Pam Foster

In Memory of Zeev Ben Shmuel
Ve Pesha
From Ron Fagan

In Memory of Stanley Zaenchik
From Bunny Benstock and
Pam Foster

In Memory of Netta Schachner
Aorta
From Ron Fagan

In Memory of Rebecca Kessler
From Bunny Benstock and
Pam Foster

In Memory of their Dear Mother
& Father, Celia and Jack Habib
From Sue Fendenheim, Adele
Palmieri, & Barry Habib

In Memory of Sondra Thompson
From Bunny Benstock and
Pam Foster

In Memory of Isadore Lobenberg
From Sonia Steinberg
In Memory of Lynne Bachrow
From Neil & Mickie Bachrow

From Sheila Abrahams

In Memory of Bill Cohen:
From Sue & Richard Fendenheim
From Sue & Lou Pellegrino
From Sheila Abrahams
From Ilene Simnowitz
From Jon & Linda Tilton
From Diane & Alan Apfelbaum

From Barbara & Harvey Hamerling

In Honor of
Cantor Alisa's Birthday
From Joy Fish

From Ro Kerchner

6/18
6/18
7/12
7/13
8/1
8/11
8/19
8/21

In Memory of Max Liebman
From Shelly Alden

In Memory of Marija Guilas
From Michael Guilas

From Isabelle Grenitz-Hutchins

In Memory of Diane Berman's
brother, Harvey Bush
From Ilene Simnowitz

In Memory of Sally Goldman
From Ellie Reuter

In Memory of Morris Lopman
From Malka Lamus

In Memory of Ed Altchek

Birthdays
6/2 Sharon Weber
6/10 Michele Bachrow
6/18 David Zaglin

Susan Pellegrino
Jon Tilton
Jacqueline Davis
Dalia Halpern
Linda Tilton
Richard Rothstein
Caryn Harmon
Michael Guilas

Anniversaries
6/1
6/12
6/14
6/22
7/4
7/7
8/13
8/29
8/29

Susan & Richard Fendenheim
Dr. Leonard & Gail Calodney
Caryn & Gary Harmon
Michele & Neil Bachrow
Audrey & Sheldon Guss
Diane & Alan Apfelbaum
Susan & Louis Pellegrino
Dalia & Ed Halpern
Sharon & Marty Rosman

June 3 - 4
4 - 10 Sivan

4
4
4
4
4
6
6
7
8
8
8
8
8
8
9
9
9
9

Hyman Cohen
Eleanor Abbott
Sarah Antonoff
Harold Valet
Sharlene Rubin
Minnie Zaenchik
Harry Bush
Sondra Thompson
Fay Obstbaum
Ida Hannah Feder
Harold Rosen
Lynne Bachrow
Leslie Dinerstein
Minnie Madoff
Murray Feigenbaum
Bruce Antonoff
Sidney Kalnitzky
J. Herbert Kalkstein

June 10 - 11
11 - 17 Sivan
11 Irving Newman
11 Sabri Turkell
11 Marija Guilas
11 Betty Bush
12 Isador Tilton
13 Jay Alan Feldman
13 Samuel Siegel
14 Bernard Lorie
14 Robert T. Egenberg
15 Netta Schachner Aorta
16 Max Neuhaus
16 Leona Kaplan
17 Arnold Alden
June 17 - 18
18 - 24 Sivan
18 Irwin George Lipsky
18 Rudolph Bender
18 Anne Oberband
19 Sadie Valet
21 Bertha Deutsch
21 Sigmund Deutsch
21 Ed Simnowitz
22 Sally Goldman
22 Rose Kelner
23 Esther Moskowitz

Yahrzeits
23 Joseph Appel
23 Morris Lopman
24 Deborah Hochberg
June 24 - 25
25 Sivan – 1 Tammuz

26 Annie Elrod
26 Muni Saslofsky
27 Harry Hochberg
27 Beatrice Menes
27 Zeev Ben Shmuel Ve
Pesha
28 Samuel Rosenblatt
28 Louise Thikoll
29 Theresa Hartenstein
29 Lillian FaIik
29 Sophie Janoff
30 Caroline Meyerson
30 Celia Bernstein
1 Maurice Rubin
1 Dorathy Reiner
1 Wolf Wolman
1 Reuben Joseph Thikoll
1 Esther Mestell
1 Shirley Hamerling
July 1 - 2
2 - 8 Tammuz
2 Adolph Roth
2 June Ellan Mazzolini
Jenkins
4 Judi Ross
4 Julius Leshin
4 Abraham Rothstein
4 Bertha Schlosberg

5
5
5
6
8
8

Laura Krebs
Anna Soskis
Yvette Zaenchik
Wendel Thornton
Bayla Greene
Bea Mintz

A MEMORY OF
ED SIMNOWITZ
by Ilene Simnowitz
It’s almost a year and I am re-

July 8 - 9
9 - 15 Tammuz

membering my very best and

9 Leo Rosenthal
9 Emanuel S. Gordon
10 Anna Lavenberg
10 Anna Kimelstein
10 Mildred Pomerance
10 Louis Simon
10 Judith Wiener
11 Harold Dunning
11 Nathan Putersznit
12 SteIla Tomkiel
12 Felice Apter
12 Harry Soskis
13 Anna Krebs
13 Gussie Shagg
13 Ann Rosen
13 Anna Morse
13 Esther Lieb Kaufer
13 Anna Treiber
13 William Block
14 Bruce R. Dickter
15 Murray Apfelbaum
15 Edward Leon Klocke

who told me shortly after we met
that I was wearing the wrong size

adoring friend of over sixty years,
Ed Simnowitz. He was the guy

shoe - after which we went and
slowly replaced my 8-1/2 narrow
shoes to 9 mediums. What a
thing to remember! Now we all
know how he loved his regardless
of their record - the Mets or the
Giants. As to changes - yes the
world changes on a daily basis - I
am remembering the very best
change in our lives when we
brought Stuart home from the
hospital - and how our lives
changed when we made the
move from Avenue N in Brooklyn
to Ocala, Florida - and when we
told our family doctor we were
moving to Ocala - he said Owkalah? Now some 18 years later, I
am thankful we made the change
- the many friends we’ve made
over the years here - the synagogue we joined in a place called
Beverly Hills - which is only 16
miles and now 4 traffic lights
from our home - alas I can go on
and on - but best of all I am re-

membering the man who was my
very best friend and we were
there for each other through
thick and thin. Yes, Akiva Ben
Hayim Shlomo Zalman - we all

remember you with much love.

Yahrzeits
July 15 - 16
16 - 22 Tammuz

16 Hannah Zaglin
17 Bertha Lenes
17 Morris Lipsky
17 Gloria Klavans
18 Regina Steuer
19 Claire Braffman
20 Harry Levinsky
20 Louis Greenfield
20 Daniel Kellner
21 Morris Weiner
22 Meyer Valet
22 Bernie S. Vigor
July 22 - 23
23 - 29 Tammuz
23 Capt. Allen L.
Shapero
25 Irving Wilson
26 Evelyn Lindner
26 Isadore Stern
26 Anna B. Gordon
26 Lillian Rubenstein

26 Woodrow Wilson
Kaufer
27 Solomon Gralla
27 Ruth Gudis
28 Jimmy Lewis
28 Elliot Kerchack
29 Abraham Sass
29 Charlotte Deutsch
July 29 - 30
1 – 7 Av
1
2
2
2
3
3
4
4
4
5
5
6

Sylvia Zimmon
MolIye Pomerance
Pearl Norton
Hyman Bernstein
Martin Passman
William Adelberg
Adeline Hirsch
Lawrence Israel
Lee Rothstein
William Wagman
Jacob Mintz
Leon Gross

August 5 - 6
8 – 14 Av
8 Tillie Feuerstein
9 Martin Calodney
10 Eva Avergun
10 Jack Rozenberg
11 Julius Jaeger
12 Max Levinson
13 Anatoly Gorinshteyn
13 Abraham Herman
13 Emma Cohen
August 12 - 13
15 - 21 Av
15 Ida Siegel
15 Miriam Fagan
16 David Leavitt
17 Louis Taxel
17 Eileen Newman
17 Louis W. Kohler
18 Abe Gershenhorn
18 Mary Jaffe

18 Samuel Rabinoff
19 Sigmund Flatow
20 Lillian Friedman
20 David S. Wolfson
21 Rav Morris Steckler
August 19 - 20
22 - 28 Av

29 Av – 4 Elul

29 Sidney Mintz
30 Daniel Krantz
30 Rose Winderbaum
1 Walter Weiner
1 Sam Novak
2 Solomon Agar
3 Celia Gralla

22 Bessie Benstock
22 Thelma Senen
22 Hyman
Gershenhorn
22 Harry Janoff
22 Isidore Abrams
23 Ralph Weber
24 Herman Schayes
24 Marion Gross
25 Morris Schill
25 Harry Meyerson
26 Lenore E. Shapero
26 Mary Jeffkin
27 Samuel Oppenheim
27 Morris Wernick
August 26 - 27

Beverly Hills Chapel

(352)

5955 N. Lecanto Highway

(352) 746-4646

Beverly Hills, FL 34465

(352) 489-5363

www.FeroFuneralHome.com

746-4551

www.FeroMemorial.com

William Jacob Cohen
Chaim Yaakov ben Lemech Sh’lomo v Simah Chana
July 10, 1946 – May 7, 2022
Excerpts from eulogy by Cantor Alisa T. Forman
Dear Friends, …The mitzvot, the kindness, the gentleness, the love, and the care mitigates the
sting of death… We change the world with who we are and by what we do. William Jacob Cohen

changed the world in so many ways. Not only did he have an abounding love for his family, his
kindness and thoughtfulness extended beyond his family to all whose lives he touched. Bill
changed the world through his commitment to righteousness and justice in his dedication to preserving the rights of all and uplifting those who are and have been downtrodden. Bill changed the
world by sharing his unique qualities of inquisitiveness and great love of learning, by being dedicated and committed to finding a way to achieve any goal no matter how small or large –personal,
academic, spiritual, even goals of social justice and betterment of the world.
It is said that the true worth of a man’s life is measured by the spirit and fulfillment of those
he leaves behind. Bill loved his wife, Carol, more than life itself, and his children, Ariel and Solomon, brought him endless pride and
joy. From the time Bill and Carol met, they were inseparable. Bill was a devoted husband. He did everything to make Carol successful
in her life and career. She said he was her barista. He made the coffee every morning. One day in the beginning of their relationship,
Carol said she didn’t care for doing laundry. Bill said that laundry was no big deal and he did the laundry for the next 37 years. He did
all the grocery shopping. He was her Chief Financial Officer and took care of those concerns as well.
As a father he was dedicated, loving, and encouraging. Solomon described Bill as a “Pixar parent.” A “Pixar parent” is a parent

who happened to also be a super-hero; a parent who would show up with whatever you need at exactly the moment you need it; a
parent who always said what you needed to hear, scripted perfectly. Bill knew how to encourage his kids without being overbearing.
He inspired his kids to leave a mark on world. He taught his children that they should make it a priority to always help those who
can’t help themselves. He was so proud of his children, Ariel and Solomon, and adored them. He was thrilled when they found their
soulmates, Ariel with Ben and Solomon with Taylor. And little Ida Rose was his main joy. He loved how she called him “Ziti” (for

“Zayde”) and how she could never get enough of him. The last time the whole family was together was at Ariel’s Zoom seder. Bill got
on just in time to bless the children as he had always done when they were growing up.
Bill was a mensch in every way. He was giving, charitable, and unselfish, willing to do anything for anybody at anytime. Once he
and Carol donated a car to a struggling, single mother who was grateful for their generosity. He would look for people at the grocery
store buying one box of matzah and invite them over to their well-known seders. He was always active and involved with his community wherever he lived. He was on the Library Board as well as Community Bridges, which supports those with disabilities. When he
retired and he and Carol moved to Florida, he taught in a Medicare Fraud Education program. Even though he was a volunteer, his
dedication and hard work got him hired. He then turned his attention to the Democratic Party and dedicated himself to liberal causes
and getting ALL people to vote.

Here, then, was a man who lived his faith. He dedicated himself to his religion and religious communities and Jewish values.
He went to Yeshiva in his youth and became learned in traditional texts. Most of his life he made minyans to enable people to pray
together. He and Carol found themselves welcome and praying in schuls of every kind. He used to teach in Hebrew schools and lead
services whenever someone was needed. If a rabbi would ask him to do anything for the schul, he would just do it. He was part of
the chevra kedisha where he did the holy work of caring for the dead before burial. He would sit with bodies even of people he did
not know. One criterion for finding a place to live in Florida when he and Carol moved in 2016 was to find a schul to belong and feel
comfortable. Bill and Carol became active members of our synagogue, Congregation Beth Sholom. They were involved in every
aspect of the congregation.

And that is where I met this encouraging, inspira-

Summer Reading

tional, kind man. You see, Bill was the head of the
search committee when the Congregation was looking

by Sue Pellegrino

for a spiritual leader. I was hesitant because I had
been working in the Reform Movement and I knew

If you’d ever spent any time at a

that this was a Conservative congregation. But Bill
talked to me and was so enthusiastic about my coming

Catskill Mountains resort – or
you wish you’d spent time at a

here to Beverly Hills that every time I brought up a
concern, he came up with a creative solution. He was

resort in the Catskills when the
Catskills was THE place in the

positive from the very start and did everything he

northeast to spend some time – you need to do yourself a favor

could to set me up for success here. I remember when

and read The Last Summer at the Golden Hotel by Elyssa

I first came to lead a service and meet the congrega-

Friedland.

tion, he prepared a note card for every single member
of the congregation with information that might be
useful for me and help me get to know everyone. He
took the time to send me materials and go over each
detail of the service with me before I started. He and
Carol welcomed me into their home and treated me
like family on my first visit and made me feel so comfortable and accepted. Bill was like a father to me.
Whenever I needed
anything or had a
question, Bill was always available to talk

The Golden Hotel was one of the bigger, better resort hotels in
the Catskills back in the day. The Catskills time has passed and
the families that own the hotel need to decide how to move
forward. Do they sell? Do they try something else? The families
come together at the resort to make the decision. Two families,
three generations, each family member has a totally different
vision of the future. Could this be the last summer at the Golden
Hotel?
The novel brings a nostalgic look back to those days of the
Catskills, but even if you never spent a moment there, this will

with me and help me.

spark memories and make you smile. This is a great summer,
light summer read whether you plan to join our book club

Bill and Carol were

discussion or not.

always so helpful and
generous to me in every way. When I couldn’t find a place to live
in the area that suited
me, Bill stepped in and
did extensive research and found an apartment for me
where I could feel comfortable and happy. Bill and
Carol supported my efforts to learn Zoom which has
been a blessing to the synagogue since the pandemic.
Especially in the very beginning, I would call Bill with
any question, concern, or issue and he was always

The Beth Sholom Book Club continues to meet virtually. It allows
out of town members and friends to join in our book club as well
as local members who find it easier to meet online than in

person. One positive of Covid life is that distance is no longer a
barrier to participation. At some point, we’ll reassess the situation and make the decision about whether to remain virtual or
to go back to in person meetings. The group meets to discuss
novels that they’ve been reading.
We always welcome new people to join us in our discussions. Do
you love to read? Do you have friends who love to read? We

encouraging and optimistic; always calm and steady

meet every three months to discuss novels that have some sort
of Jewish or Israel connection. We restrict ourselves to one

and reliable; always generous and kind and sincere;
always thorough in whatever he was helping me with

Holocaust novel per year that is read in April in conjunction with

and able to get the job done. Bill is the one who
brought me here and set me up for a wonderful rela-

are open to Beth Sholom members and friends of the Congregation. Contact Sue at choppedherring@aol.com for more

tionship with the synagogue. He certainly changed my
life in so many ways… We say with our Jewish faith:

information about our book club, to suggest books that you

“Zichrono Livracha — May the life of Bill Cohen ever
be remembered for blessing.

our observance of Holocaust Remembrance Day. Our discussions

think the book club or other congregation members might enjoy
reading, or for an invite to our July zoom meeting.
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By creating a bequest for
Congregation Beth Sholom, you
can help make the difference to
ensure and shape the future
of Conservative Judaism in
Citrus County and Florida's
Nature Coast. Bequests are gifts
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good works and services of
Congregation Beth Sholom. You
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