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Putting up the Sukkah

Mark Your Calendar!
Bingo!

Tues Nov 1 7:00
(Zoom)
Board Meeting
Sun Nov 13 9:30 AM
(Sanctuary)
Card Party
Tues Nov 15 11:30-3:30
(Kellner)
Interfaith Service
Thurs Nov 17 7:00 PM
(Sanctuary)

Greetings to all from:
Bunny Benstock
Sherry & Manny Bloch
Carol Cohen
Leonard Galehoff
Barbara & Harvey Hamerling
Louis and Evelyn Harmon
Ro Kerchner
Sue and Lou Pellegrino
Irene and Harvey Roberts
Steve and Ellen Zane

Celebrating Shabbat and Holidays at Congregation Beth Sholom for over 50 years!

CANTOR ALISA FORMAN
The Flavors of Thanksgiving
7 Special Thanksgiving Flavors: Ideas for bringing Jewish values into your celebration
By Dr. Yvette Alt Miller, aish.com
Giving thanks is a key Jewish value. Although Thanksgiving isn't a Jewish holiday,
we can use it as a platform to tap into 4,000 years of Jewish wisdom and true
thanksgiving. Here’s how:
1) Learn your family history
With several generations around the Thanksgiving table, including far-flung
relatives we don't always get to see, Thanksgiving is a perfect chance to talk
about family history. Consider preparing a list of questions for older relatives to
answer. Ask them about family traditions, namesakes and memories. If you're
ambitious, videotape the interviews.

Candle-Lighting Times

2) Make a family manifesto

Friday, Nov 4
Light Candles at 6:24 PM
Saturday, Nov 5
Shabbat Ends 7:18 PM

Spend some time talking about your family’s future. Do you have long-term goals
as a family? What values do you hope to transmit to future generations? Does
your family value help others? Come up with your own goals – then brainstorm
ways to make it happen in the coming year.

Fall Back—Change the clocks
Sunday, Nov 6 at 2:00 AM

3) Focus on experiences, not possessions

Friday, Nov 11
Light Candles at 5:20 PM
Saturday, Nov 12
Shabbat Ends 6:14 PM
Friday, Nov 18
Light Candles at 5:16 PM
Saturday, Nov 19
Shabbat Ends 6:11 PM
Friday, Nov 25
Light Candles at 5:14 PM
Saturday, Nov 26
Shabbat Ends 6:10 PM

The Talmud defines happiness as “appreciating what you have.” Back in the
1950s, the average American home was 1,000 square feet, a little larger than a
modern three-car garage. Researchers have found what many of us suspect:
Money can't buy happiness. Richer countries are no happier than poorer ones,
and national wealth is no predictor of contentment. Further, studies show that
access to extreme luxury can actually undermine our
happiness, as goods feel less special.
We gain more happiness and well-being from experiences than possessions.
Getting out and doing things helps connect us with other people, and helps us
feel more "alive." Start choosing more active ways of spending time – whether
signing up for classes, getting involved in community events, learning more, or
just reaching out to people. We all have room in our lives to do more.
4) Add Jewish spice
Whether it's playing Jewish music during dinner, or showing the photos from
your recent trip to Israel, consider adding some Jewish spice to your Thanksgiving gathering. America is a melting pot: Spend a few minutes talking about Jewish-American history, and the unique Jewish contributions.

With Thanksgiving always on Thursday, the next night is Shabbat. Take advantage of all that time spent in the
kitchen and prepare a traditional Shabbat dinner for Friday night, too. Invite friends or family you might have
missed on Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving is a great 500-year-old American tradition, but Shabbat is still going
strong after 5,000 years.
5) Make it holy
Many Americans begin their Thanksgiving meal with a prayer. Judaism has its own way of blessing food. We
stop and consider what we're about to enjoy, and remember it is a beautiful gift from God. Consider printing
out copies of the Jewish prayers over food and distributing them at your Thanksgiving table.
Additionally, if you don't keep kosher, Thanksgiving – with its once-a-year menu and special aura – can be a
great place to experiment with kosher ingredients. Besides, as many fine chefs know, the taste of kosher
turkey is unsurpassed!

6) Host guests
Entertaining is a key component of Thanksgiving. The Jewish view of offering food, drink and shelter is called
Hachnasas Orchim in Hebrew. We're also expected to see our guests to the door, and even walk with them a
few steps as they depart. This implies that the bond we've created is so strong, we're reluctant to see it end.

Research shows that spending money on others makes us happier than spending on ourselves, and even
remembering a time when we acted generously makes us happier. This Thanksgiving, reach out to people
who might not have a place to go. And create (or deepen) a connection that will last long after Thanksgiving is
over.
7) Cultivate gratitude
Modern researchers confirm that grateful people buy less, feel less envy, and are more generous to others.
Our possessions are here to help us, rather than define us. To help internalize this truth, try limiting shopping
as a pastime. Brainstorm for non-material "rewards" and mood-lifters to use when we're feeling down.
Consider starting a "gratitude journal": list ten things you're grateful for each day. People who do this are
happier, healthier, and more appreciative of others. After all, isn’t that what Thanksgiving is all about?

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE
Thursday, November 17, 7:00 pm (Sanctuary)
Clergy from several houses of worship in Hernando, Lecanto, Beverly Hills and Crystal
River will participate in an interfaith Thanksgiving service. The entire community is
invited to experience music and friendship as part of our annual tradition.
We are in need of desserts. Please contact Sharon Weber at (847) 913-6545

From the President

Barbara Hamerling
barb4949@gmail.com
352-513-5169

Haverim,
High Holidays are over!!! I think we all enjoyed being together to celebrate.
Cantor Alisa again did a superb job. Thank you to everyone who attended services,
helped with the Break Fast, helped build and then take down the Sukkah. I , for one, am
very tired.
So now onto November. We have had to change our bingo to November 1st.
We have a Card Party on Tuesday, November 15th, and our annual Interfaith Service on Thursday, November
17th.

Please try to attend. Have a happy Thanksgiving and I hope to see
you soon. Again, please call me with any concerns.
B’Shalom,
Barbara Hamerling, President

Adult Education: Jewish Values
Sunday, December 4 10:30 AM
(Zoom)

The Ten Commandments Part 2
Cantor’s Adult-Ed Class, Sunday, December 4, 2022 from 10:30 – noon on Zoom
Part 2 —An in-depth look at the Ten Commandments
Before Shavuot, we took an in-depth look at the Ten Commandments. We’ll continue on this journey in part
II of our class on Sunday, December 4 at 10:30 a.m. on Zoom. Did you know there are actually three versions
of the Ten Commandments in the Torah plus other Torah connections? So which set is the “actual” set to
which we should adhere? Are there really ten of them or thirty? Are the commandments really commandments, or are they more reflective of their Hebrew name, the “Aseret haDibrot” or the “Ten Statements.”
We’ll also look at special customs and traditions that go along with the reading of the Ten Commandments

and we’ll try to understand the commandments in terms of today’s life. Come explore this continued journey
into the Ten Commandments. You do not need to have been to Part I to enjoy Part II.

Do you like to play cards, Mah Jong, Rummikub, Phase Ten?
JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL CARD PARTY
Tuesday, November 15, 11:30 - 3:30 pm - KELLNER
Time to bring back our yearly Card Party. If you play Mah Jong, cards, Uno, or any
other game where you can have your friends join us to play, come join us for a fun
day. We will supply lunch (pizza, salad, dessert and drinks). We will again have a
money and lottery tree plus a 50/50 raffle. And prizes will be given out.
Cost: $15.00 per person. Please contact Sherry Wilson Stoffel at 917-273-7681.

LET’S PLAY BINGO!

The Second Tuesday of the Month

Virtual Bingo – VIA ZOOM
When: Tuesday, November 1
Time: 7 PM – Sign on 6:45 PM
Cost: $2.00 for one card, $5.00 for 3 cards, $10 for 6 cards

NEWS
FLASH!!!
For November
our BINGO will
be on the 1st!

Raffle: $10.00 to participate
50/50 Raffle – By paying the $10.00 to participate in the raffle, your name will be entered into the drawing. If your name is chosen,
you will win 50% of what is taken in.

Questions: Barbara Hamerling 352-513-5169 or barb4949@gmail.com. This is open to your family and friends. You do not have
to live in the area to play. Please make check payable to CBS and mail to: CBS, P. O. Box 640024, Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0024.
In the memo, please put number of cards you are purchasing and 50/50 Raffle if you are participating.
DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS IS 5 DAYS PRIOR TO THE EVENT.
Cards and link for Zoom sign on will be emailed to you (please provide your name and email address if not a
congregation member) the Sunday before playing. If you want, please print your cards one time if you are using pennies
or chips or six times if you want to use a dauber. We will be playing seven games. Game 7 will continue as Game 6 on the
same board.
Please email Barbara Hamerling that you are purchasing cards. Thank you.

BOOK CLUB TO MEET IN JANUARY
CITY OF A THOUSAND GATES BY REBECCA SACKS

On Wednesday, January 18th, the Book Club of Congregation Beth Sholom will meet to
discuss the novel City of a Thousand Gates by Rebecca Sacks. Published in 2021, this novel
captures the emotional reality of contemporary life in the West Bank and the irreconcilable
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. This conflict is humanized through the viewpoints of an expansive
widely diverse cast of characters. (Note to self: Keep a list of characters handy while reading
the book.)
The Book Club continues to meet virtually. This allows out of town members and friends to
join in our book club discussions as well as making it easier for local members who find it
easier to meet online in the evening than in person. The Zoom meeting begins at 7pm.
Discussions are open to Beth Sholom members and friends of the Congregation. We always
welcome new participants. We meet every three months to discuss novels that have some sort of Jewish or
Israel connection. We restrict ourselves to just one Holocaust novel per year that is read in April in
conjunction with the Congregations observance of Holocaust Remembrance Day. Contact Sue at
choppedherring@aol.com for more information about our book club, to suggest books you think that the
book club or other congregation members might enjoy reading, or for an invite to our January Zoom meeting.

Anniversaries
11/29 Sibylle & David Kurtz

Birthdays
11/4 Diane Berman

11/12 Irene Schwaninger

11/17 Sheila Abrahams

11/7 Lewis Unterman

11/16 Louis Pellegrino

11/19 Briana Lande

11/09 Cindy Bornander 11/17 Dr. Ira Fialko

11/29 Bunny Benstock

Mah Jong
Cards
We are again selling
cards. Carole will order
the card for you.
The Mah Jong League will send you the card.
Cost $14.00 for small card, $15.00 for large card.
Please make check payable to CBS and send to:

Carole Delizia, 1788 W Nicole Drive, Lecanto, FL 34461

Thank You For Your Heartfelt Donations
In memory of Sandy Schlosberg
From Ro Kerchner
From Carol Cohen
From an anonymous donor
In memory of Jerome Charkes
From Leonard Galehoff
In memory of Szymon Lamus
From Malka Lamus
In memory of Pauline Liebman
From Shelly Alden
In memory of Milton Goldman
From Ellen Reuter
In memory of Milton Goldfarb
From Alan Goldfarb

In memory of Philip Kurchak
From Rhoda & Alan Kwartner
In memory of Frances Testa
From The Tiltons

In memory of Shirley Yavener
From Steve & Ellen Zane
In memory of Edward Fagan
From Ron Fagan
In memory of Catherine Jean
Lande
From Briana & Steve Lande

Mazel Tov to
Michael and Barbara Guilas on

their wedding

In memory of her sons, Wayne &
Michael Suskauer
From Marilyn Appel
In memory of Cantor Alisa's
Mother, Vivian Forman
From Joy Fish
In honor of Cantor Alisa
From Joy Fish
In memory of Larry Berman
From Barbara & Harvey Hamerling
From Ro Kerchner

In memory of Max Yavener
From Steve & Ellen Zane

In memory of William
Hochhauser
An anonymous person

High Holidays at
Congregation Beth Sholom
L'Shana Tova to all
From Sue Compofelice

In gratitude to Cantor Alisa for a beautiful
High Holiday Services
From Marilyn Winograd
Sincere thanks to Susan Johnson and her
staff for a delicious Break-the-Fast
From Marilyn Winograd
In honor of the beautiful High Holiday services
led by Cantor Alisa Forman
From Carol Cohen

From Barbara and Harvey Hamerling
From Carol Cohen

Yahrzeits
November 4 -5
10 - 16 Cheshvan

10
12
13
13
14
14
15

Herbert Ferguson
Rosie Rosenbach
Gerald Ira Kaufer
Max Liebman
Frieda Selig
Harriet Sherman
Abraham Joseph
Feder
15 Pauline Lash
16 Helen Leshin
November 11 - 12
17 - 23 Cheshvan
17
17
17
19
19

Rachel Charof
Aaron Mandel
Matilda Hartenstein
Arthur Greene
Abraham I.
Pomerance
19 Louis Cohen
19 Virginia Cohen
20 Sarah S. Wilhite

20
22
22
22
22
23
23
23
23

Shirley Kesselman
Szlomo Putersznit
Shirley L. Yavener
Steven Morse
Louis Charof
Irving Rosinsky
Bertha Wilkins
Morris Sheftel
Sylvia Dickter

November 18 - 19
24 - 30 Cheshvan
24
24
24

Isidore Winderbaum
Gussie Sershenhorn
Hyman Greenfield

24
25
25
25
26
26
27
28
28
28
28
30
30

Frances Testa
Jonah Belkin
Pincus Asher Krim
Ray Rosenbach
Henrietta Helkin
Henry Neuhaus
Sarah Lefkowitz
Bernard Greenstein
Anna Greene
Irving Ginsburg
Catherine Jean Lande
Richard Zaglin
Pauline Liebman

November 25 - 26
1 – 7 Kislev

2
3
3
5
5
6
6
7
7

Aryeh Leib Charkes
George Hasher
Bertha Flatow
Max Zwickel
Charles Antonoff
Martin Weiss
Isaac David Altchek
Regina Kellner
Samuel L. Thaw

December 2 - 3
8 – 14 Kislev

8
9
9
10
10
10
10
11
11
11
11
12

Anne Solkoff
Anthony Bednarchik
Bernard Rosenbach
Jeanette Rosenblum
Anna Skopp
Lena Simnowitz
Irene Kwartner
Joseph Rosenberg
Lena Trzesniewsky
Milton Goldman
Ruth Walker
Nettie Carmine

Jewish Thanksgiving Quiz:
How much do you and your family know about Thanksgiving
by Dr. Yvette Alt Miller from aish.com

(FYI: more than one answer could be correct.)
1. When was the first Thanksgiving feast and what did it celebrate?

a. In November, 1620, a group of about 130 Pilgrims landed in modern-day Massachusetts. After disembarking, they
designated the third Thursday in November a day to give thanks.

b. On March 21, 1621, after a miserable winter spent sheltering in the Mayflower, the Pilgrims finally emerged to
build houses on land and designated a Sunday for their first feast, calling it a day of Jubilee.

c. The first Thanksgiving feast occurred sometime around the Jewish harvest festival of Sukkot. in 1621, after the
Pilgrims had reaped their first crops planted in the new land and invited local Indian tribes to celebrate and give
thanks with them in an echo of the Biblical festival.

d. In 1653, the Pilgrims’ descendants designated the first Sunday in November a day for giving thanks and recalling
their parents’ journey to America.
2. Turkeys are indigenous to the Americas. Can this uniquely New World delicacy be found in Israel?

a. Yes. Israelis are the biggest fans of turkey in the entire world, eating more turkey per capita than people in any
other country, an average of 28 lbs. per person per year, nearly double that in the United States.

b. No. As a New World bird, some Jews didn’t believe that turkey could be kosher, and Israel banned the importation and breeding of turkeys until 2012, when some limited amounts were approved for consumption.

c. Yes. In fact, many Middle Eastern and Jewish treats are now made using turkey in Israel: turkey shwarma, turkey
schnitzel and turkey pastrami are all Israeli favorites.

d. Yes. Not only do Israelis love turkey, Israel consistently ranks in the top-ten of major turkey producers worldwide,
despite its small size. Half of Israel’s turkey is exported, so it’s possible that the turkey on your family table was
raised in the Jewish state.
3. President George Washington decreed a National Day of Thanksgiving on November 26, 1789, to celebrate the
adoption of the U.S. Constitution. How did the nation’s Jews respond?

a. The small Jewish American community at the time objected to the religious character of Washington’s remarks,
and refrained from celebrating the days of Thanksgiving.

b. President Washington’s proclamations were addressed to "all Religious Societies and Denominations, and to all
Persons whomsoever within the United States", in what many Jews saw as an explicit desire to acknowledge
them as full Americans, and the American Jewish community embraced Thanksgiving.

c. Small and unorganized, American Jews lacked the ability to respond to Pres. Washington’s calls for a day of
thanksgiving in an organized way.

d. New York’s Congregation Shearith Israel, one of the first synagogues in the United States, held a special holiday
service of Thanksgiving on November 26, 1789, reciting Psalms and other traditional Jewish thanksgiving prayers.

4. The Hebrew word for turkey is Tarnegol Hodu. In a Thanksgiving coincidence, what other Hebrew word is a homonym
for “Hodu”?

a. Cranberries are also called Hodu in Hebrew.
b. Stuffing is pronounced Hodu in Hebrew.
c. Family is also called Hodu in Hebrew.
d. Hodu is the Hebrew word for “thanks” and “praise”.
5. The Pilgrims were led by William Bradford, who would later serve as governor of Plymouth Colony. When the Pilgrims
made landfall in Massachusetts in 1620, Bradford opened his Bible and led a brief service, reading selections from Psalm
107. Bradford’s Bible contained Annotations written by the Puritan scholar Henry Ainsworth (1571-1622). What did these
annotations say about the Psalm that Bradford selected as the Pilgrim’s first prayer in America?

a. Bradford’s Puritan Bible contained references to the Jews’ passage from slavery to freedom in ancient Egypt.
b. Bradford’s annotated Bible spoke of the Americas as a new Promised Land.
c. Henry Ainsworth provided the original Hebrew text of Psalm 107.
d. Henry Ainsworth’s commentary on Psalm 107 quoted Rambam’s Mishna Torah on the Jewish custom of publicly
recite a prayer (derived from Psalm 107) after times of great danger.

ANSWERS
Question 1: C After making landfall in November 1620, the Pilgrims were unable to build houses before the brutal New
England winter, and sheltered in the Mayflower ship all winter. Half of the Pilgrims and ship crew perished. On March 21,
1621, the Pilgrims finally left the ship; they invited local Native Americans to a three-day festival of Thanksgiving to give
thanks for their good fortune. They saw themselves as modern-day pilgrims, echoing the experiences of the Jewish pilgrims
who used to bring offerings up to Jerusalem on Sukkot in ancient times.
Question 2. A, C and D Despite it being a New World bird, Israelis love turkey, and the fowl is one of Israel’s major
agricultural exports.
Question 3. B and C President George Washington enthusiastically embraced the many American Jewish patriots who called
the United States home at that time. The year after his Thanksgiving decree, President Washington visited the Touro
Synagogue in Newport, Rhode Island, and famously assured American Jews of their place in the United States, saying “May
the children of the stock of Abraham who dwell in the land continue to merit and enjoy the goodwill of the other inhabitants.
While everyone shall sit safely under his own vine and fig-tree and there shall be none to make him afraid.”
4. D Hodu means “thanks” and “praise” in Hebrew.

5. D Some Pilgrims learned Hebrew and even read some Jewish texts in an effort to understand their Bible. The concept they
borrowed in 1620, reciting a public blessing after times of danger, continues to this day as Jews offer public thanks following
difficult or dangerous experiences.

Board of Directors
President — Barbara Hamerling
Vice-President — Marcie Tuegel
Treasurer — Rochelle Kerchner
Secretary — Harvey Hamerling
Past President — Sharon Weber
At-Large Board Members
Expires Feb 2023

Expires Feb 2024

Sheila Abrahams
Open
Sherry Stoffel

Diane Berman
Sue Johnson
Open

Contact Us

REMEMBER

Phone: 352-746-5303
Congregation Beth Sholom
102 Civic Circle
Cantor Alisa Forman, Spiritual Leader
Mailing Address
PO Box 640024 Beverly Hills, FL
34464-0024
www.bethsholomcitrus.org
Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/bethsholomcitrus/
Send comments and submissions for the
Shofar to Carol Cohen at clc5747@gmail.com

By creating a bequest for
Congregation Beth Sholom, you
can help make the difference to
ensure and shape the future
of Conservative Judaism in
Citrus County and Florida's
Nature Coast. Bequests are gifts
by Will from thoughtful people
who wish to help carry on the
good works and services of
Congregation Beth Sholom. You
may make a bequest using a
Will, Trust, Retirement Assets,
or Life Insurance.

