
THE SHOFAR 

High Holidays at Congregation Beth Sholom 

A new Sukkah, bountiful break-the-fast attended 

by many, and generous donations of food. 

A good beginning for 5779! 

Greetings to all from:  

Ro Kerchner & Ed Altchek 

Diane & Alan Apfelbaum 

Bunny Benstock 

Sherry & Manny Bloch 

Carol & Bill Cohen 

Miriam Fagan 

Leslie R. Leavitt 

Lucille Poch 

Irene & Harvey Roberts 

Ilene & Ed Simnowitz 

Marcie & Chuck Tuegel 

Sherry Wilson 

CONGREGATION BETH SHOLOM   OCTOBER 2018 ⚫  TISHREI/CHESHVAN 5779 



From the President  

Haverim Congregational Family, 

I 
 sincerely hope that all my Congregation Beth 

Sholom family had a very Happy New Year. 

Our Break-the-Fast feast was just like a New 

Year’s Eve party with wonderful food and great 

guests. Everyone had a marvelous time. Going 

back a little over a year ago, we went through some very difficult times. I think a lot of 

us were kind of skeptical as to how things were going to turn out for all of us at CBS. 

Well, we made it! We’re in a new year and we are all still here. Our motto “Moving 

Forward Together” not only worked, it worked well, and it is truly still happening. We 

have all joined forces, pulled together, and are really getting the job done. We have a 

new Spiritual Leader, Cantor Alisa Forman, who will become the newest member of 

our family taking on this important and unique role. We welcome her with open arms. 

Most of us have heard her beautiful voice and her Torah readings. Simply awesome! 

Those of you who haven’t met her yet please come to services and introduce your-

selves. Our Congregation should be very proud and honored to have her as a mem-

ber of our very special family. Also, we have had some air conditioning problems with 

the units in both buildings. Several of our members joined together and made very 

generous donations to cover the expenses for the AC unit in the synagogue. We are 

also going to have a fund raiser to support the cost of the AC unit at Kellner. Thanks 

to Marcie Tuegel and Sherry Wilson, Congregation Beth Sholom has begun hosting a 

new Trivia game. We have played two games thus far and it appears enthusiasm for 

this game is taking off. We will definitely keep you updated as to its progress. Looking 

ahead, preparations are beginning for our Thanksgiving Interfaith Service, the  

Chanukah Candle Lighting at the courthouse in Inverness, and a 50th Anniversary 

Dinner Party, and coming in 2019 a Musical Variety Show. There are a few more 

things that right now are on the back burner, but we will keep you posted as plans  

unfold. There’s one last thing I must do and that’s to thank everyone who volunteered 

to help make Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur the most beautiful and spiritually  

uplifting holidays we have ever had.  

L’ Shanah Tovah Tikateivu 

Sharon 

President, Congregation Beth Sholom 



Candle Lighting Times 

Shemini Atzeret 

Sunday, Sept 30 

Light Candles 6:59 PM 

Monday, Oct 1 

Light Candles after 7:51 PM 

Tuesday, Oct 2 

Holiday Ends 7:49 PM 

Shabbat  Friday, Oct 5 

Light Candles 6:53 PM    

Saturday, Oct 6 

Shabbat Ends 7:45 PM 

Shabbat  Friday, Oct 12 

Light Candles 6:45 PM    

Saturday, Oct 13 

Shabbat  Ends 7:37 PM 

Shabbat  Friday, Oct 19 

Light Candles 6:38 PM    

Saturday, Oct 20 

Shabbat Ends 7:30 PM 

Shabbat  Friday, Oct 26 

Light Candles 6:31 PM    

Saturday, Oct 27 

Shabbat  Ends 7:24 PM 

 

 

 

 

It is an honor to become your new Spiritual Leader. As I 
step into this role, I realize that I have a different back-
ground from the leaders you have had previously. I am 
coming from a Reform background, having worked as a 
Reform Cantor in Reform synagogues for the last 15 
years. I was invested in the Reform Movement’s Cantorial 
School, Hebrew Union College in New York. When I first 
heard about this position, I did not consider it, as I’m not 
Conservative and I wondered what a Reform cantor could 
bring to the table for a Conservative congregation seeking 
someone to function primarily in a rabbinic role when  
music had been my primary focus. But friends of mine did 
not think that I should dismiss this opportunity. I had been 
enjoying leading Conservative Shabbat morning services 
at my last position in Vero Beach. I enjoyed the expressive 
davening that I could convey, and the emphasis on Torah 
reading. And the role of Cantor overlaps with the role of 
rabbi as far as officiating at life-cycle ceremonies, and  
giving the occasional sermon now and then when filling in 
for the rabbi. I also have a special interest in pastoral 
counseling as I’m in the process of finishing up my final 
project to receive my degree of Doctor of Ministry from 
Hebrew Union College.  

When I came to Citrus County in July I felt your great 
warmth. You welcomed me into your community and 
made me feel at home. You understood that although I am 
not a Conservative rabbi or chazan, that I could bring a 
piece of myself that transcends labels; that I am here to 
share my love of learning, Judaism, Jewish music/
expression, and yiddishkeit with you. I have come to be 
part of your community and to support the community as 
best I can. There are always bumps in the road in any 
new situation, but I ask you to be patient with me as I  
embark on this spiritual adventure with you. 

I am looking forward to meeting and getting to know all of 
you as we pray, learn, sing and grow together.  

May 5779 be a happy and healthy new year for all of us. 

L’shanah Tovah! 
Cantor Forman 

CANTOR ALISA FORMAN 

 

Meet Our New Spiritual Leader 



To So Many for Supporting this Year’s Break-the-Fast  

By Sue Pellegrino, Co-Chair 

I would like to personally thank all those 
who contributed in some way to our an-
nual Community Break the Fast. I impul-
sively volunteered to organize the effort 
several months ago. As Yom Kippur ap-
proached, I wondered what I’d been 
thinking! Break the Fast for 50?!  

Thanks to Barbara Hamerling for getting 
me started.  Marcie Tuegel and Sherry 
Wilson, co-chairs with me on the Shab-
bat Dinner Committee, listened to me 
fret over what we needed and just how 
much of it we needed. They helped me 
plan. They did some shopping. They did 
some cooking. They also did the lion’s 
share of the set-up and clean-up for the 
Break-the-Fast, too. Thanks to Henny 
Feldberg for assuring me that we would 
have enough food. If you were in attend-
ance at the event, you know how ridicu-
lous that worry was! 

On Wednesday afternoon, weary with 
hunger and thirst from fasting, Marcie, 
Sherry, Ro, Caryn, Joachanan, and new 
friend to the Congregation, Deena, as-
sisted in the kitchen and in getting 
Kellner Auditorium ready for our Break 
the Fast.  

My biggest thanks goes to my husband, 
Lou. There is no way we could have 
presented such an ample Break-the-
Fast without his help. What didn’t he 
do? He helped prepare lists and went 
shopping several times. He spent after-
noons baking. He spent another after-
noon into evening dicing and slicing. He 
plated food. And then when we were 
done, he helped clean up. (He did the 
same for our Seder last April.) 

Why does he do this? Because he loves 
me and because he gets great pleasure 
watching you enjoy his cooking, baking 
and general food prep. The congregation 
has embraced us as a couple and we now 
feel like you are family. There was nothing 
about being an uber-volunteer at a  
synagogue in our wedding vows. And I am 
sure if you’d asked Lou even just a year or 
two ago if he ever dreamed that he’d be 
preparing Jewish festival meals for crowds, 
his answer would be no! All of these rituals 
were completely foreign to him until he met 
me. I couldn’t do any of what I do for you 
without him on my team. 

Thanks again. 



GET TO KNOW CANTOR FORMAN 
AN INTERVIEW 

Where are you from? 
I grew up in Norfolk, Virginia where my parents still live. If I 
am very, very tired, sometimes a southern accent can be still 
be detected. I have also lived in Israel, New York City, Park 
Slope, Brooklyn, Cherry Hill, NJ, Spring Lake, NJ, and Vero 
Beach. I especially liked being near beaches in Spring Lake 
and Vero Beach. I liked smaller cities as places like Manhat-
tan were too hectic for me. 

Tell us about your family: 
I come from a family made up mainly of rabbis. My father is 
a retired Reform rabbi. Both my brother and sister are  
Reform rabbis as well in the tri-state area. My other sister, 
the blacksheep of the family, is a scientist in Toronto. My 
mother, a former teacher and amateur pianist, came from a 
long line of Rabbis herself. She can trace her rabbinic  
lineage back to the 1500s. My uncle z”l was a Conservative 
rabbi and my cousin is a Conservative rabbi in Sharon,  
Massachusetts. I adore my five nieces and nephews. And I 
cannot forget my cat, Zilpah! 

What is your education experience? 
I received my undergraduate degree from the University of 
Virginia. I majored in Philosophy, minored in Religious  
Studies and fulfilled academic requirements for an acting 
minor. I received a Master of Arts in Teaching at Columbia 
Teachers College. I was ordained in 2003 as a Cantor at the 
Reform Movement’s School of Sacred Music, which is part 
of Hebrew Union College in New York City. I am currently 
completing my final project write-up in fulfillment of a Doctor 
of Ministry degree from Hebrew Union College and expect to 
receive that next year. 

Do you have any hobbies? 
I love to play the piano especially classical piano. I also love 
to play chamber music on the cello, my main instrument 
through my college years when I played in a symphony  
orchestra. I like to learn to sing new folk songs on guitar and 
sing opera. I enjoy Israeli folk dance. I love to swim in a pool 
though I never had formal swim lessons.  I also love to walk 
where I can see the ocean. I am a HUGE Shakespeare fan. 
I’ve seen all his comedies live and have performed in some 
of his plays and acted in a Shakespeare troupe in college. 
Shakespeare is my favorite Jeopardy category. 

What are your favorite sayings? 
My grandmother, Annis (z”l), used to always say: “If it ain’t 
ants; it’s cockroaches.” I think I repeat that at least once a 
day. My favorite Jewish quote is from the Talmud. It advises, 
“The reward of the lecture is in the running to the lecture.” Ask 
me about it. 

Favorite Broadway musical:  
Urinetown. It sounds worse than it is. This musical won three 
Tony Awards, three Outer Critics Circle Awards, two Lucille 
Lortel Awards and two Obie Awards. According to Music The-
atre International, Urinetown is an hilarious musical satire of 
the legal system, capitalism, social irresponsibility, populism, 
bureaucracy, corporate mismanagement, municipal politics 
and musical theatre itself!  

Favorite types of secular music and singers:  
I especially love Broadway and classical music though I like 
all kinds. I especially like a lot of female singers from all gen-
res. I have numerous CDs of artists such as Christine Lavin, 
Nancy Griffith, Beth Nielson Chapman, Eleanor McEvoy, 
Deana Carter, Tom Paxton, Michael Feinstein, Susan Boyle, 
and Josh Grobin. With Apple music, I am enjoying some new-
er pop singers who help me get through an exercise workout. 
I appreciate classical music both as an artist and listener. 
Bach and Bernstein are two of my favorite composers. 

Favorite Biblical Character: 
Miriam. Besides being a good big sister to Moses, she led the 
singing and dancing when it came to praising God; a well of 
water followed her everywhere she went in the desert; she 
had an eye for one of the dashing young spies of Israel. Ooh-
la-la. 

Favorite Torah quote: 
Deuteronomy: 16: 17. “Every person shall give as he/she is 
able, according to the blessing of the Lord your God which 
God has given you.”  In other words, your personal, individual 
best is enough for G-d. Nobody is expected to give the same 
gift as anybody else. 

Favorite Jewish holiday and why: 
Rosh Hashanah. I love that every year we start with a clean 
slate.  

Favorite comedian:  
Jackie Mason. I love Jewish jokes that make you groan.  



October 5/6            

27-30 Tishrei, 1-3 Hesh-

van 

 

27 - Dorothy Janoff 

27 - Harry Lash  

27 - Philip Kurchack 

28 - Joseph Antonoff 

29 - Harry Moldavsky  

29 - Malvina Steckler 

29 - Sarah Sedacca 

Thornton 

30 - Abraham Gross 

  1-3 Heshvan 

01 - Zelig Steckler 

01 - Marcia Dressner 

02 - Edward Fagan 

 

October 12/13  

4-10 Heshvan 

 

04 - Henry Bader 

04 - Samuel Benstock 

06 - Samson Michaelis 

06 - Lee Grad  

06 - Ira Siegel 

06 - Evelyn Rozenberg 

07 - Esther Wallace  

08 - Yetta Sass 

08 - Emmanual Polakoff 

09 - Sanford Jerome Brooks 

10 - Herbert Ferguson 

 

October 19/20  

11-17 Heshvan 

 

14 - Frieda Selig 

15 - Abraham Joseph Feder 

15 - Pauline Lash 

PLEASE NOTE:   

 All deceased whose names are mounted on plaques on the 

Memorial Boards in our sanctuary will have the memorial 

lights lit during the Hebrew month of their yahrzeit and on all 

holidays when Yizkor is recited. Please contact Les Leavitt at 

352-527-0698. 

Yahrzeits 

16 - Helen Leshin 

17 - Rachel Charof 

17 - Matilda Hartenstein 

17 - Aaron Mandel 

 

October 26/27 

18-24 Heshvan 

 

19 - Arthur Greene 

19 - Abraham I. Pomerance 

20 - Sarah S. Wilhite    

20 - Shirley Kesselman 

22 - Steven Morse  

22 - Szlomo Putersznit 

22 - Shirley L. Yavener 

22 - Louis Charof 

23 - Irving Rosinsky 

23 - Bertha Wilkins 

23 - Morris Sheftel 

23 - Sylvia Dickter 

24 - Isidore Winderbaum 

24 - Gussie Gershenhorn 

24 - Hyman Greenfield 

24 - Frances Testa 

     

November 2/3   

25-30 Heshvan 

 

25 - Jonah Belkin 

25 - Pincus Asher Krim 

25 - Ray Rosenbach 

26 - Henrietta Helkin 

26 - Henry Neuhaus 

27 - Sarah Lefkowitz 

28 - Bernard Greenstein 

28 - Irving Ginsberg 

28 - Anna Green 

30 - Richard Zaglin 

    

November 9/10 

2-8 Kislev 

 

02 - Aryeh Leib Charkes 

03 - George Hasher 

03 - Bertha Flatow 

05 - Max Zwickel 

06 - Martin Weiss 

06 - Isaac David Altchek 

07 - Regina Kellner 

07 - Samuel L Thaw 

08 - Anne Solkoff 





Join us for a Delicious Shabbat Dinner 

The Shabbat dinner committee is recovering from Break-the-Fast and at the time that this Shofar 
is being compiled, we are still brainstorming exactly what we’ll be doing for our October Shabbat 
dinner. The dinner will be the second Friday of the month, October 12

th
. This will be the last 

month for a while where the dinner will start at 6 PM. 

Please look for updated information regarding the meal in the e-News or on Facebook. Until we 
know what we’re doing, we can’t even give you a price. But this will be a committee-catered 
meal. The deadline for reservations is Monday, October 8

th
.  Marcie Tuegel will be in charge of 

taking reservations. 



Challah Baking Class 
Kicking Off Our Adult Education Program  

Sunday, October 14th 

Who doesn’t love challah, 
that soft, chewy egg bread? 
You most likely have warm 
memories of it from growing 
up. My best challah memo-
ries are those from my young 
mother days. The JCC where 
my kids attended nursery 
school had a challah fund-
raiser. So each Friday after-
noon whatever child I was 
picking up would climb into 
the car with a challah from 
the Rockland Bakery. Need-
less to say, it was usually devoured before we 
even got home. So much for buying the challah 
to be eaten at our Shabbat dinner! 

Perhaps you’ve always wanted to give 
baking it a try. All are invited to our 
first cooking class of our newly re-
vamped adult education program 
which will be a challah baking class. 
The program is open to members and 
non-members. Remember the com-
mercial for Levi’s rye bread? Well, you 
don’t have to be Jewish to want to 
learn how to bake challah. Invite your 
friends to join you. 

Sunday, October 14 at 1:30 pm, par-
ticipants will meet at Kellner Auditori-

um. The cost is $10 per person ($5 tuition and a 
$5 materials fee). In addition to learning how to 
bake challah from Sue J, you’ll learn some of  the 
interesting traditions regarding challah. And here is 
the best part: you’ll get to take it home and enjoy 
eating your challah. Maybe your challah won’t 
make it all the home. Maybe, as you’re munching 
on your challah while driving home, you’ll think of 
me and my pre-schoolers. 

Ingredients will need to be purchased in advance 
based on the number of students in the class.  
Limited space is available in the kitchen. Advance 
reservations are required. For more information or 
to reserve a place in the class, please call Sue 
Pellegrino at (352) 513-4167  



From Hadassah 

Dear members and friends of Hadassah; 

I will start with the Hadassah calendar for the Jewish New 
Year. 

Monday, October 8, 2018   Marsha Sheffer National Geo-
graphic expedition “Life in the Dark Depth” 

Monday, November 12, 2018  

Monday, December 10, 2018    Cantor Alisa Forman and Chanukah latkes. 

Monday, January 14, 2019  

Monday, February 11, 2019    Card and Game party date will be decided 

Monday March 11, 2019 

Monday April 8, 2019 

Tuesday May 14, 2019  Luncheon. 

We had a poor turn out for our first meeting maybe my subject turned away people.   I promise that I will contin-
ue to talk about Israel until each and every one among you will visit there!!! 

I Wish each and every one a Healthy New Year and a very successful one. 

Shalom 

Miriam Fagan 

If everyone just did ONE thing … 

Consider a Mitzvah of the Month!  

Sponsor a Kiddish 

Help with a Shabbat Dinner 

Donate the cost of a dinner out to the 

Food Bank 

Your small effort each month helps 

sustain our shul!  

Think about something YOU could do and let Sharon Weber know!  

She and all of Congregation Beth Sholom will be most grateful.  

 

Honor birthdays and anniversaries 

of friends and family with a 

small donation to Congregation Beth Sholom. 

A gift of $18 (Chai — to life!) goes a long way! 

Send your donation with a notation about your gift to:  

Congregation Beth Sholom PO Box 640024  

Beverly Hills Florida, 34464 

Checks should be made payable to Congregation Beth Sholom  



AND THE ANSWER IS ... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There’s a new trivia game in town. Congregation Beth Sholom has its very own version of 
trivia, open to the entire community. Trivia will be held on the second Tuesday of every 
month starting at 7:00 PM, doors open at 6:30. We’ll be playing in Kellner Auditorium. For 
a cost of $10 per person, you can play trivia and enjoy some snacks. Water and iced tea 
will be served. 

Organize your own team (4-player minimum/8-player maximum) or play at a mixer table 
with new friends.  Advance reservations are strongly suggested, especially if you’re  
hoping to play at a mixer table. Pay at the door. Monetary prizes will be rewarded to the 
teams coming in first and second place and a 50/50 raffle will be held. Please check our 
Facebook page (Congregation Beth Sholom of Citrus County) or our website 
(bethsholomcitrus.org) for updated information. 

http://www.bethsholomcitrus.org


Thank You For Your Heartfelt Donations 

General Fund 

In honor of the Marilyn Winograd’s 
birthday 

From Miriam Fagan 

In memory of Edward Fagan 

From Miriam Fagan 

In memory of Samuel Fagan 
From Miriam Fagan 

In memory of Klara Berkovitz 
Schachner 

From Miriam Fagan 

In memory of Monroe Hartenstein 
From Freida & Gilbert Hartenstein 

In memory of Marvin Hartenstein 
From Freida & Gilbert Hartenstein 

In memory of Mindil Lamus 
From Rachel Lamus 

In memory of Wolf Lamus 
From Rachel Lamus 

SUNSHINE & TRIBUTE CARDS 

When you buy a birthday, anniversary or get well card you can al-

so support our synagogue by purchasing a Tribute Card.  Call 

Tribute Card Maven Les Leavitt (352-527-0698) or email  

lesleav864@gmail.com and he will send your Tribute Card for just 

$5. Put “Tribute Card” in the subject line of your email.  

R’FUAH SH’LEIMAH 

Please let President Sharon Weber know if you or a loved one is ill 

and would like to be added to the Mi Shebeirach list for  Shabbat 

services.  It is best to call or send the message in the form of an 

email.  

In memory of Claudette Solkoff 
From Leslie R. Leavitt 

In memory of Jack Rozenberg 
From Leslie R. Leavitt 

To the Food Bank 
 

From Miriam Fagan 



Honoring a birthday or a special event  

Remembering a loved one 

Make a donation to Congregation Beth Sholom 

To facilitate the proper acknowledgement and recording of your donations, please provide the  

following information with your check. 

A donation made by: __________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of/ Memory of: ________________________________________ 

 

Other notes: _________________________________________________ 

Send to: Congregation Beth Sholom, PO Box 640024. Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0024 

NOTICE:  

If you see an error or omission in this or any list, please contact either the  

President Sharon Weber or  Shofar Editor Carol  Cohen 

(clc5747@gmail.com) 

Anniversaries 

10/24  Sandy & Sam 
    Schlosberg 

Birthdays 
10/12 Joan Zatzman 

10/13 Louise Weiner  

10/14 Audrey Guss 
   Susan Fendenheim 

10/15 Marija Guilas-
Rukavina 

10/24 Jonathan Richards 

THANK YOU!! 

Many thanks to the following people 
who cooked, shopped, and generously 
donated. All contributed to making our 
Break-the-Fast so special. 

Ronnie & Bob Allen 
Diane & Alan Apfelbaum 
Bunny Benstock 
Sherry & Manny Bloch 
Carol & Bill Cohen 
Miriam Fagan 
Henny & Bob Feldberg 
Sue & Rich Fendenheim 
Barbara & Harvey Hamerling 
Lou Harmin 
Caryn Harmon 
Sue Johnson 
George Kaufer 
Ro Kerchner & Ed Altchek 
Jesse Kohler & Nancy Upchurch 
Les Leavitt 
Sue & Lou Pellegrino 
Lucille Poch & Bill Schapers 
Sandy & Sam Schlosberg 
Ilene & Ed Simnowitz 
Elyse & Murray Topol 
Marcie & Chuck Tuegel 
Sharon Weber 
Louise Weiner 
Sherry Wilson 
Marilyn Winograd 
Ellen Zane 



Celebrating Sukkot at Congregation 

Beth Sholom 

Shaking the lulav!  

Sukkot luncheon sponsored by Hadassah!  





Contact Us 

Phone: 352-746-5303 

Congregation Beth Sholom 

102 Civic Circle 

Cantor Alisa Forman 

Spiritual Leader 

Mailing Address 

PO Box 640024 

Beverly Hills, FL 

34464-0024  

www.bethsholomcitrus.org 

Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/

bethsholomcitrus/ 

    

Send comments and submis-

sions for the Shofar to Carol 

Cohen at clc5747@gmail.com 

Board of Directors 
 

President— Sharon Weber  

Vice President— Bill Cohen 

Treasurer— Rochelle Kerchner 

Secretary— Barbara Hamerling  

At-Large Board Members 

Expires Feb 2020 

Susan Johnson 

Jon Tilton 

Sherry Wilson 

The Shofar is an Official Publication of The Beverly Hills Jewish Center/Congregation Beth Sholom, Inc. 

 

Expires Feb 2019 

Ed Altchek 

Harvey Hamerling 

Les Leavitt 

 

Congregation Beth Sholom 

PO Box 640024 

Beverly Hills, Florida 34464-0024 
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