
THE SHOFAR 
Mark Your Calendar! 

Change the Clocks 

Sun Nov 7 Fall Back! 

Adult Ed 

Sun Nov 7 10:30 

Sun Dec 5 10:30 

(Zoom) 

Board Meetings 

Sun Nov 14 10:00  

Sun Dec 12 10:00 

(Sanctuary) 

Bingo! 

Tues Nov 9 7:00 

Tues Dec 14 7:00 

(Zoom) 

Greetings to all from:  

Ro Kerchner & Ed Altchek 

Bunny Benstock 

Sherry & Manny Bloch 

Carol & Bill Cohen 

Barbara & Harvey Hamerling 

Louis and Evelyn Harmon 

Les Leavitt 

Sue and Lou Pellegrino 

Irene and Harvey Roberts 

CONGREGATION BETH SHOLOM   NOV/DEC 2021 ⚫  KISLEV/TEVET/SHEVAT 5782 

HOLIDAY EDITION: Thanksgivukkah 

Celebrating Shabbat and Holidays at Congregation Beth Sholom for 50 years! 

It doesn’t happen often, but when it does, 

we have latkes with our turkey! According 

to Wikipedia, “Thanksgivukkah is a holiday 

name given to the convergence of the 

American holiday of Thanksgiving and the 

first day (and second night) of the Jewish 

holiday of Chanukah. In 2013, it was the 

result of a rare coincidence between 

the lunisolar Hebrew calendar (whose 

dates reflect both the moon phase and the 

time of the solar year, and which can have 

between 353 and 385 days per year) and 

the Gregorian calendar. Because the  

calendars are not calculated the same 

way, Chanukah appears at a different time 

each year on the Gregorian calendar.” And 

so it has happened again. Chanukah begins 

on the same weekend as Thanksgiving. 

Here is some more interesting  

history. “Thanksgiving Day fell during 

Chanukah at least twice between 1863 

(when Thanksgiving was proclaimed 

a U.S. federal holiday by President 

Abraham Lincoln) and 2013: in 1888 

Thanksgiving was the first day of  

Chanukah, and in 1899 it was the 

fourth day. The 1888 coincidence of 

Thanksgiving and Chanukah attracted 

some media attention at the time, with 

the New York Herald reporting on joint 

Thanksgiving–Chanukah services held 

in "various synagogues."  Happy 

Thanksgivukkah! 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

Thanksgiving 

Thursday Nov 25 

Chanukah  

Begins the evening of 

November 28 and ends  

December 6 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_Abraham_Lincoln
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_Abraham_Lincoln


 

CANTOR ALISA FORMAN 

 Chanukah: Ways to Incorporate the Memory of a Loved One 

Holiday times can often be the roughest terrain to navigate after a loss. Every person copes  
differently with the painful feelings of bereavement and of missing loved ones especially during 
these days of celebration. Remember there is no right or wrong way to handle the holiday when 
facing our grief. Rather than avoiding the feelings of grief, lean into them. Acknowledging the pain is 
important. 

Although holiday times often magnify our loss, these times are appropriate occasions to incorporate 
and honor the memory of the precious souls we miss. While on the one hand, it may be painful to 
recall happier times and speak about loved ones who are absent in our lives, we also find meaning 
and comfort when we express our unending love for those we so dearly miss, especially during such  
milestone events. 

CANDLE-LIGHTING TIMES 
 
Friday, November 5 
Light Candles at 6:23 PM  
Saturday, November 6 
Shabbat Ends 7:17 PM  
  
Friday, November 12 
Light Candles at 5:19 PM  
Saturday, November 13 
Shabbat Ends 6:13 PM  
 
Friday, November 19 
Light Candles at 5:16 PM  
Saturday, November 20 
Shabbat Ends 6:11 PM  
 
Friday, November 26 
Light Candles at 5:14 PM  
Saturday, November 27 
Shabbat Ends 6:10 PM  
 
Friday, December 3 
Light Candles at 5:14 PM  
Saturday, December 4 
Shabbat Ends 6:10 PM  
 
Friday, December 10 
Light Candles at 5:15 PM  
Saturday, December 11 
Shabbat Ends 6:12 PM  
 
Friday, December 17 
Light Candles at 5:17 PM  
Saturday, December 18 
Shabbat Ends 6:14 PM  
 
Friday, December 24 
Light Candles at 5:21 PM  
Saturday, December 25 
Shabbat Ends 6:18 PM  
 
Friday, December 31 
Light Candles at 5:25 PM  
Saturday, January 1 
Shabbat Ends 6:22 PM  

Here are 8 suggestions how to incorporate the memory of your loved one into your Chanukah   
observance: 

1. Storytelling Around the Lights. Following the lighting of the menorah, many observe the custom of 
singing songs and offering  
prayers. This as an opportune time to share memories of loved ones. Have others share a favorite 

story about loved ones who have passed. Merely speaking the person’s name is important and 
significant. Go around the room and give ‘thanks’ for the unique ways that the deceased touched 
everyone’s life. Share the idea that special memories and love can never be taken from us. 

2. Put Up A Photo of Your Loved One. Do you have photographs of your loved one that were  
taken during holiday time? Possibly a photograph of that person at a menorah lighting? Place that 
precious picture near the place you kindle the lights. Chanukah is time that we recall our history 
and remember the past. This is true in our own personal lives as well.  
Displaying a picture may also serve as a trigger, making it easier for you and for others to share 
something about the person and recall a precious memory. 

3. A Personal Prayer After The Lighting. Judaism’s spiritual teachings express the idea that the mo-
ments that the candles flicker are an auspicious time for prayer. In the presence of the menorah’s 
light we can offer a personal prayer on behalf of our loved ones. Tears and sadness may come. Its 
ok to have the cry you need. The sorrowful emotions that you express are healthy and part of the 
grieving process. Grief experts say that experiencing the pain rather than constantly trying to es-
cape it actually leads to better coping and feeling better in the long run 

4. Your Loved One’s Favorite Foods. Include one of your loved one’s favorite dishes in the  
holiday meal. Like other holidays throughout the year, Chanukah is a time we actualize our grati-
tude by enjoying a festive meal. Was there a special recipe that your loved one would cook or 
bake? Was there a particular kind of food that was his/her favorite? A meal shared with family and 
friends can often serve as the right setting for everyone present to openly share wonderful memo-
ries. 

5. Buy A Gift You Would Have Given To Your Loved One. Is there a special gift that you would have 
bought your loved one? Purchase that gift and donate it to a local charity. There is an ancient Cha-
nukah custom of giving additional charity during the eight day festival. Giving an actual gift or a 
monetary donation in memory of your loved one is a beautiful way to  
enhance your Chanukah celebration, by bringing joy to others. This charitable act brings  
honor to the memory of your beloved. 

6. Reach Out to Others. The Chassidic master, Sfat Emet, taught that the biblical personality of Aaron 
the High Priest had a special  



facing our grief. Rather than avoiding the feelings of grief, lean into them. Acknowledging the pain is 

Although holiday times often magnify our loss, these times are appropriate occasions to incorporate 

and comfort when we express our unending love for those we so dearly miss, especially during such  

relationship to the holiday of Chanukah. He was the first to light a Menorah. Aaron’s connection to these days does not end there. 
Our tradition teaches that Aaron specialized in bringing people closer to one another. Chanukah is a festival of friendship and love. 
Doing things that help you feel connected to others is very important. Do something kind for someone else. Consider the challenges 
someone else may be enduring. Reach out to them. Bring companionship and support to a friend in need. 

7. The Oil Would Not Be Extinguished. Chassidic tradition teaches that the word ‘the oil’ hashemen has the same letters as neshama, 
‘soul’. Chanukah reminds us that, like the miracle of the olive oil, the soul of every person lives on. The soul does not end with death. 
Our connection with our beloved always lives on. One of the remarkable Jewish ideas concerning the concept of ‘the world to come’ 
is the affirmation that departed souls continue to see and watch over their loved ones who are still alive in this world. At the same 
time, a person who does a good deed in this world has a lasting impact on the soul in the next world; the soul becomes elevated from 
the ripple effect of the good deed. 

8. Chanukah is a Holiday of Hope. We are all familiar with the miracle of the oil which miraculously lasted eight days. What is also re-
markable and miraculous is that one anonymous individual had the determination to search for the oil amidst the destruction in the 
first place. The days of Chanukah encourage us to actualize our own inner light – even when the darkness is heavy. Standing side by 
side with our grief, may the blessings that surround us encourage us. The flames of the menorah reveal sparks of resilience and faith. 
May hope and faith envelop us during these sacred days when these themes shine bright. 

(taken from aish.com by Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider)  

Chanukah greeting from Cantor Alisa Forman  
(Inspired by the words of Rabbi Robbie Weiner) 

To my Congregation Beth Sholom Family, 

On November 28, as the sun sets, we will gather around our menorahs and light our first candles. We will bask 

in their warmth and glow, singing the blessings of our heritage. Jewish tradition teaches that, unlike all other 

candles, these candles, Chanukah candles, can only be used for the purpose of the holiday. They cannot be 

used for anything else but to be a symbol of hope and joy, reminding us of the miracles that occurred, and may 

still occur in our lives. 

So, let us shine our lights!!! 

Let us shine our lights for all of those that experience hatred and bigotry. May our lights shine brightly into the 

dark spaces of our world for those who feel oppressed or persecuted. May their glow be a symbol of hope; a 

hope of a different future where “love thy neighbor” supersedes all creeds. 

Let us shine our lights for all of those who experience sadness and depression. May our lights shine brightly in 

the dark places for those that are not feeling physically or spiritually well. May their glow be a symbol of peace 

and respite from all of their discomforts. 

Let us shine our lights for all of us. May our lights shine brightly so that we can experience the powerful mes-

sages of this holiday. May their glow be a symbol of joy for all, being a beacon, lighting the way toward happi-

ness, love, and kindness for everyone. 

Let us shine our lights, and may we remember the beauty and power of these days as we stare, with glazed 

eyes, at our glorious menorahs. 

Happy Chanukah!     Chanukah Sameach!      

Chag Urim Sameach!    A fraylichen Chanukah! 

Chanukah begins on the evening of November 28 and ends on December 6.  

Light candles within 30 minutes of sundown each evening. 



From the President  

Barbara Hamerling 

352-513-5169  

barb4949@gmail.com 

Haverim, 

This November is a really weird month.  We have both Thanksgiving and Chanukah in the same month. Our  

Interfaith service we usually do the week before Thanksgiving is on hold until Covid numbers are down further.  

So, we will see about doing it in January.  

But not to take away from celebrating - Cantor Alisa, Harvey and I are thinking of doing a Chanukah celebration 

as we did last year, in our parking lot at Kellner.  So, bring a chair and enjoy. It was lovely last year (see the pic-

tures from 2020 below). Hope to see you this year! 

For the month, we will have Cantor Alisa’s Adult Ed class, our bingo and services as usual.  Noticing more people 

coming in-house on Saturday.  That is great.  Hope to see the rest soon. 

Please stay safe and healthy  and I hope to see you all soon. 

B’Shalom,  Barbara Hamerling, President  



Honoring a birthday or a special event  ~ Remembering a loved one 

Make a donation to Congregation Beth Sholom 

To facilitate the proper acknowledgement and recording of your donations, please provide the  

following information with your check. 

A donation made by: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of/ Memory of: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Other notes: __________________________________________________________________ 

Send to: Congregation Beth Sholom, PO Box 640024. Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0024 

Pirkei Avot: Ethics of Our Fathers (Part 1 & Part 2) 

Part 1: Join Cantor Alisa Forman on Zoom  on November 7 as we become familiar with one of the best-known and most cited 

of Jewish texts, the section of Mishnah known as Pirkei Avot: Ethics (Chapters) of Our Fathers. Even those who claim to know 

little about Jewish literature are familiar with maxims such as “If I am only for myself, who am I? (1:14)” and “Say little and do 

much (1:15).” Popular Hebrew songs take as their lyrics lines such as “The world stands on three things: Torah, service, and 

acts of loving kindness (1:2)”  and “You are not obligated to complete the work, but neither are you free to desist from it 

(2:21).” The aphorisms that make up the text of Pirkei Avot range in topic from the ethics of everyday human interaction, to 

advice for sages and aspiring sages, to statements about the relationship of God and humanity. The worldview espoused by 

these rabbis emphasizes learning, service of God, discipleship, ethical behavior, humility, and fair judgment. Everyone will 

find a favorite maxim that will be meaningful. So bring your heart and your mind to our Zoom class on Sunday, November 7 

and be prepared to inhale some profound Jewish wisdom! The cost is $5. Please send a check to the PO box. Thanks to Rabbi 

Jill Jacobs for her contribution to this class. 

Part 2: Even if you missed Part I, come join Cantor Alisa Forman on Zoom as we continue our study of one of the best-known 

and most cited of Jewish texts, the section of Mishnah known as Pirkei Avot: Ethics (Chapters) of Our Fathers. We’ll continue 

to look for relevant meaning in these beautiful and oh, so, practical sayings and teachings. So bring your heart and your mind 

to our Zoom class on Sunday, December 5th  and be prepared to inhale some profound Jewish wisdom! The cost is $5. Please 

send a check to the PO box. Thanks to Rabbi Jill Jacobs for her contribution to this class. 

 

Part 1 Sunday, Nov 7 10:30 AM (Zoom) 

Part 2 Sunday, Dec 5 10:30 AM (Zoom) 

Education: Jewish Values 



LET’S PLAY BINGO! 

 

 

 
Virtual Bingo – VIA ZOOM 

When: Tuesday, Nov 9 and Dec 14  

Time: 7 PM – Sign on 6:45 PM 

Cost: $2.00 for one card, $5.00 for 3 cards, $10 for 6 cards 

Raffle: $10.00 to participate 

50/50 Raffle – By paying the $10.00 to participate in the raffle, all card numbers you have paid for will be entered into the drawing. 
If your card number is chosen, you will have won 50% of what is taken in. So, the more cards you play, the more chances you have 
to win the 50/50. 

Questions:  Barbara Hamerling 352-513-5169 or barb4949@gmail.com.  This is open to your family and friends.  You do not have 
to live in the area to play.  Please make check payable to CBS and mail to: CBS, P. O. Box 640024, Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0024.  
In the memo, please put number of cards you are purchasing and 50/50 Raffle if you are participating.  
DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS IS NOVEMBER 6 AND DECEMBER 11 RESPECTIVELY.  

Cards and link for Zoom sign on will be emailed to you (please provide your name and email address if not a congrega-
tion member) the Sunday before playing. If you want, please print your cards one time if you are using pennies or chips 
or six times if you want to use a dauber. We will be playing seven games.  Game 7 will continue as Game 6 on the same 
board. 

Please email Barbara Hamerling that you are purchasing cards.  Thank you. 

The Second Tuesday of the Month 

mailto:barb4949@gmail.com


11/7 Lewis Unterman 

11/16 Louis Pellegrino 

11/17 Dr. Ira Fialko 

11/17    Sheila Abrahams 

11/19 Briana Lande 

11/29 Bunny Benstock 

11/29     Sheldon Guss 

12/9     Gail Sherman 

11/28  Evelyn & Lou Harmin 

11/29 Sibylle & David Kurtz 

12/5   Patricia Ouwerkerk & Jonathan Richards 

12/26 Gail & Harvey Sherman 

12/29     Linda & Jon Tilton 

12/29    Briana & Steve Lande 

12/31 Marcie & Charles Tuegel 

 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

12/13 Alvina Bragin 

12/12 Ilene Simnowitz 

12/16 Gerry Zippin 

12/16      Marcie Tuegel 

12/18 Judi Siegal 

12/22      Les Leavitt 

12/27 Sue Johnson 

 



Yahrzeits 

Nov 26/27 22- 28 Kislev 
 
22 Rose Birholtz 
22 Moshe ben Shmuel 
23 Martin Geier 
23 David Gelsky 
24 Doris Brunner 
24 Jacob Schuldenfrei 
24 Donald S. Winograd 
25 Joseph Rosenberg 
25 Rachel Goldstein 
25 Raymond Cole 
26 Pauline Haas 
26 Miriam L. Rodman 
28 Lillie Fischer 
 
Dec 3 – 4  
29 Kislev –5 Tevet  
29 Jacob Kellner 
29 Leonore Ruth Dunning 
29 Louis Carl Goodman 
30 Frieda Cassel 
1 Jack Auerbach 
1 Adolph Gershenhorn 
2 Sally Goldman  
2 William Petsonk 
2 Solomon Goldstein 
2 Joseph Zatzman 
3 Morris Rosenberg 
3 Bernard Schlosberg 
4 Kaynon Zaglin 
5 Mary Oberband 
5 Paula Fagan 
5 Dora Cole 
5 Lillian Topol 
 
Dec 10/11   6-12 Tevet 
 
 6  William Solomon  
 6  Henry Harmin 
 6  Sadie Poch 
 6 Beverly Weick 

Nov  5/6      1-7 Kislev 
 
2 Aryeh Leib Charkes 
3 George Hasher 
3 Bertha Flatow 
5 Max Zwickel 
5 Charles Antonoff 
6 Martin Weiss 
6 Isaac David Altchek 
7 Regina Kellner 
7 Samuel L Thaw 
 
Nov 12/13  8-14 Kislev 
 
8 Anne Solkoff 
9 Anthony Bednarchik 
9 Bernard Rosenbach 
9 Leah Zatzman 
10 Jeanette Rosenblum 
10 Anna Skopp 
10 Lena Simnowitz 
11 Joseph Rosenberg 
11 Lena Trzesniewsky 
11 Milton Goldman 
11 Ruth Walker 
12 Nettie Carmine 
 
Nov 19/20    15-21 Kislev 
 
15 Pauline S. Goldberg 
16 Szymon Lamus 
16 Frank Solkoff 
17 Cecile Schickler 
17 Aaron Mandel 
17 Milton Goldfarb 
18 Edward Wenk 
18 Otto Deutsch 
19 George Robbins 
19 Jenny Neuhaus 
20 Rebecca Weissman 
20 Dinah Hollinger 
21 Sylvia Krinsky Cubert 

7  Charles Israel 
8  Joseph Haas 
8  Morton Wiener 
8  Ruth Kurtz 
9  Lester Grobel 
9  Bella Mintz 
10  Rose Calodney 
10  Alice Greengross 
10  William (Bill) Liedke 
11   Hanna Moser 
11   Leonard Liebriech 
12   Bertha Kelner 
 
Dec 12/17    13-19 Tevet 
 
13  Morris Ader 
14   Rose Feigenbaum 
14   Sadie Zelda Lobenberg 
14   Sandra Flatow 
16   Emma Edelstein 
16   Gertrude Rubenstein 
17   Leo Passman 
17   MolIie Jessie Sheftel 
17   Jacob Polakoff 
18   Ethel Neuhaus 
18   Sydney Newman 
18   William Selig 
19   Joseph Menes 
19   Richard Leo Posner 
 
Dec 24/25    20-26 Tevet 
 
20   Abraham Zimmon 
20   Herman I. Benstock 
20  Lazer Rushefsky 
20   Harry Glick 
20  Eva Wandolowitz 
21  Benjamin Goldman 
22  Fannie R. Schwartz 
22   Gladys Rice 
22   Cynthia McNally 

22   Evelyn Guss 
23   Annie Ettinger 
23   Hyman Thaw 
24   Rose Nathanson 
24   Uri Schachner 
25   Sally Klein 
25   Ernest Steckler 
25   Ray Rose 
25   Gary Bart Reiner 
25  Celia Lopman 
25   Michael M. Gertz 
25   Celia Rushefsky 
25   Sidonia Govatos 
25   Shirley Goldfarb 
26   Samuel J. Kellner  
26   Laszlo Fischer 
 
December 31/January 1          
27-29 Tevet   1-4 Shevat 
 
27   Tessie Levinsky 
27   Lillian Etkind 
27  Ann Turkell 
28   Karoline Treiber 
28   Essie Hutkoff 
28   Jacob Kraft 
29   May Rosenberg 
29  Garrison Karpoff 
29   Arnold Oberband 
29 Sheldon Landwehr 
01  Walter Reiner 
01  Gretel Michaelis 
01  Fay Cohen 
02  Laura Rubin 
03  Sarah Benstock  
03  Helen Shwadran 
04  Jacob Schwartz 
04 - Seymour Polak 
04 - Leonard Magnani 
04 - Leonard Cohen 



Beverly Hills Chapel                                                               (352) 746-4551 

5955 N. Lecanto Highway                                                      (352) 746-4646 

Beverly Hills, FL 34465               (352) 489-5363 

www.FeroFuneralHome.com                                 www.FeroMemorial.com 

After October’s weighty book club title, The Weight of Ink¸ the Beth Sholom Book Club is reading something shorter – and 

much more contemporary – for our January meeting. We will be reading and discussing Color Me In by Natasha Diaz. Color 

Me In is the coming of age story of a 16-year old Nevaeh Levitz. Growing up in an affluent NYC suburb, attending a prestigious 

private school in Riverdale, Nevaeh never 

considered her bi-racial roots beyond  

feeling like she didn’t really “fit in” with her 

peers. She never even really considered that 

her very best friend, Stevie, is also biracial 

and facing some of the prejudice that she is 

able to avoid. When Nevaeh’s Black mom 

and White Jewish dad split up, Nevaeh and her mom move 

in with the mom’s family in Harlem. At the same time, her 

dad decides that even though Nevaeh is past Bat Mitzvah 

age that this is a ritual he wishes her to partake in. Now 

Nevaeh is really forced to come to terms with who she is. 

The January book club will be held on Wednesday, January 

12 at 7pm via zoom. Please contact Sue at  

choppedherring@aol.com if you are interested in partici-

pating in our discussion. The Book Club meets 4 times per 

year. In April, we will discuss a Holocaust book as part of 

our observance of Holocaust Remembrance Day. 

Book Club to Meet in January: Color Me In by Natasha Diaz 



17 Amazing Facts about Olives Taken from aish.com from an article by Dr. Yvette Alt Miller 

Hanukkah menorahs recall the miracle of the olive oil, when one 
small flask of oil, enough to burn for only one day, burned for 
eight days. Here are 17 facts about this amazing fruit. 

1. Olives are one of the Seven Species of the Land of Israel These 
are the seven foods that Israel was praised for in ancient times 
and still produces today. As  
Moses described to the Jewish people before they entered the 
Land of Israel: God is bringing you to “a land of wheat, barley, 
grape, fig, and pomegranate; a Land of oil-olives and date-
honey” (Deuteronomy 8:8). 

2. Olives symbolize peace After the Flood, Noah sent a dove forth from the Ark to circle the earth and find out 
whether there was yet dry land. When the bird brought back a branch of an olive tree, Noah realized that 
plants were growing once again. Ever since, olives have symbolized the hope for a peaceful future. 

3. The Seal of the State of Israel features olive leaves and a menorah The official symbol of the State of Israel 
shows the golden Menorah that stood in the ancient Temple in Jerusalem and the 
leaves of olive plants whose oil used to illuminate it night and day, a symbol of 
God’s everlasting protection of His Jewish people. 

4. Olive plants can live for thousands of years Olive trees in the Garden of  
Gethsemane (the name means “Olive Press” in Hebrew), at the foot of the Mount 
of Olives in Jerusalem, are over two thousand years old, and still bear fruit. 

5. The Jewish people are compared to olive trees and olive oil Rabbi Yehoshua 
ben Levy taught “Why is Israel said to be like the olive tree? To tell you that even 
as the leaves of an olive tree fall neither during the summer nor during the rainy 
season, so Israel will never cease to be, not in this world nor in the here-
after” (Talmud, Menachot 53B). The Jewish people are also compared to olive oil, 
which doesn’t typically mix with other liquids, but stays separate and distinct. 

6. Olive trees thrive in poor soil and drought The olive tree’s long roots penetrate deep into the earth,  
reaching damp soil even during hot, dry summers. Olives are thought to be native to northern Israel and  
southern Syria, and are ideally suited to the hot, dry weather of the Mediterranean region. 

7. Copious Production Olive trees can produce surprising amounts of oil. A single tree can produce up to 20  
gallons of oil per year. 

8. Laborious process to make In both ancient times and today, making olive oil is a slow, laborious process. In  
ancient times, olives were crushed with a wheel. The resulting pulp was placed in woven baskets and squeezed 
in a press, yielding rich olive oil that flowed out of the basket’s many holes. This process could take days. Many 
olive presses have been excavated throughout Israel, attesting the central role this food played in ancient Israel. 

There’s More to Olives Than the Chanukah Miracle 



9. Olives represent wisdom According to the 17th Century Jewish sage Malbim, the “olive represents light  
because it brings forth oil for a lamp, which represents the light of wisdom and Torah, and light is called 
good” (Malbim, Judges 9:8) 

10. Olive wood doors When the ancient Temple stood in Jerusalem, its beautiful wooden doors were built of  
fragrant olive wood. 

11. Ancient Israeli olive oil Excavations between 2011 and 2013 in En Zippori in northern Israel yielded ancient 
clay jugs. Scientists from the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem and the Israel Antiquities Authority  
tested shards of the jugs, revealing traces of  
ancient olive oil inside, dating back thousands of 
years and were used for the storage of olive oil. 

12. Olive oil’s many uses in ancient times Olive oil 
was the fuel used to light the golden Menorah in 
the ancient Temple in Jerusalem. Olive oil was used 
not only as a food in ancient Israel, but also as a 
medicine, an ingredient in cosmetics, and as fuel. 
Thousands of ancient olive oil-burning pottery lamps have been excavated throughout Israel, indicating the fuel 
was widely used in family homes. 

13. Ancient unit of measurement Even today, a “k’zayit” (literally “like an olive”) is a unit of measurement used 
in calculating amounts of Jewish ritual foods such as challah, matzah and wine. 

14. Olive oil in the Spanish Inquisition During the Spanish Inquisition, cooking with olive oil (instead of lard) was 
considered a sign that someone was a secret Jew. 

15. World-class Israeli olive oil Long overshadowed by other olive oil-producing states, Israeli olive oil was finally 
recognized as the world’s best in 2013, at the Olivo Mediterranean International Extra Virgin Olive Oil  
Competition, held in the Jewish state. The contest drew 489 entries from 21 countries. A panel of 25 judges  
announced Meshek Achiya, an Israeli producer, the overall winner. 

16. Expanding Israeli production In recent years, Israeli growers have vastly expanded the number of olive groves 
in the Jewish state. Israel now has about 81,000 acres of olive production. Each year, between 15,000 and 16,000 
tons of extra-virgin olive oil are produced in Israel. Almost all of it is for domestic consumption: Israel exports  
only about 1,000 tons of olive oil each year. 

17. Innovative growing techniques Some producers credit 
Israeli ingenuity for the Jewish state’s superior olives. As 
the world’s leader in water recycling, much of Israel’s olive 
crops are irrigated with brackish (salty) water and with 
purified wastewater. This adds natural fertilizers to the 
soil. Also, Israeli growers have been proactive in  
cross-breeding olive varieties, producing hearty plants 
with superior taste. 



In memory of Marilyn Goldberg 

From Amy Goodman 

In memory of my parents 

Pauline Liebman & Max Liebman 

From Shelly Alden 

In memory of my beloved husband 

Arnold Alden 

From Shelly Alden 

In memory of Pauline Haas 

From Michele & Neil Backrow 

In memory of my beloved grandfather 

Samuel Benstock 

From Bunny Benstock 

In memory of Sylvia Krinsky Cubert 

From Rob Cubert 

In memory of Jerome Charkes 

From Leonard Galehoff 

In memory of Milton Goldfarb 

From Alan Goldfarb 

In memory of Louis Carl Goodman 

From Alan Goldfarb 

In memory of Matilda Hartenstein 

From Gil Hartenstein 

In memory of Sarah Lefkowitz 

From Gil Hartenstein 

In memory of Szymon Lamus 

From Malka Lamus 

In memory of Catherine Jean Lande 

From Briana Lande 

In memory of Milton Goldberg 

From Ellie Reuter 

In memory of Anna Solkoff 

From Les Leavitt 

In memory of Evelyn Rozenberg 

From Les Leavitt 

In memory of Frank Solkoff 

From Les Leavitt 

In memory of Raymond Cole 

From Sandra Schlosberg 

In memory of Frances Testa 

From Linda Tilton 

In memory of Sarah Wilhite 

From Ron Wilhite 

In memory of Donald Winograd 

From Marilyn Winograd 

In memory of Richard Zaglin 

From David Zaglin 

In memory of Shirley Yavener 

From Steve & Ellen Zane 

In memory of Miriam Fagan 

From Alan Goldfarb 

In memory of Miriam Fagan 

From Ron Fagan 

In honor of Cantor Forman and all  

the good things she does 

From David Williams 

Thank You  For Your Heartfelt Donations 



 

 

JOIN US FOR A FUN, SONG-FILLED, CHANUKAH EVENT 

                                           December 5 at 2:00 PM  

We will have a wonderful celebration at in Kellner Parking Lot with lots of songs, stories and lighting 

of candles. Then a choice. Hot and crispy latkes will be available in Kellner Auditorium with social  

distancing and masks optional. Or if you would like latkes and not come inside, contact Barbara 

Hamerling at barb4949@gmail.com. We will make goodie bags to go. If bad weather dares to arise, 

we will have to be inside Kellner Auditorium. 



Contact Us 

Phone: 352-746-5303 

Congregation Beth Sholom 

102 Civic Circle 

Cantor Alisa Forman, Spiritual Leader 

Mailing Address 

PO Box 640024  Beverly Hills, FL 

34464-0024  

www.bethsholomcitrus.org 

Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/bethsholomcitrus/ 

Send comments and submissions for the  

Shofar to Carol Cohen at clc5747@gmail.com 

Board of Directors 
 

President — Barbara Hamerling 

Vice President — Sharon Weber 

Treasurer — Rochelle Kerchner 

Secretary — Harvey Hamerling  

At-Large Board Members 

Expires Feb 2022 

Sheila Abrahams 

Sherry Wilson 

Marcie Tuegel 

 

Expires Feb 2023 

Ed Altchek 

Sue Johnson 

Les Leavitt 

By creating a bequest for 

Congregation Beth Sholom, you 

can help make the difference to 

ensure and shape the future 

of Conservative Judaism in 

Citrus County and Florida's 

Nature Coast.  Bequests are gifts 

by Will from thoughtful people 

who wish to help carry on the 

good works and services of 

Congregation Beth Sholom. You 

may make a bequest using a 

Will, Trust, Retirement Assets, 

or Life Insurance. 

REMEMBER 


