
THE SHOFAR 
What a glorious day for 

the Congregation Beth 

Sholom Family!  

The open house to 

welcome 

Cantor Alisa Forman 

Just over 50 people  

enjoyed friends, music  

and delicious sweet treats. 

Greetings to all from:  

Ro Kerchner & Ed Altchek 

Diane & Alan Apfelbaum 

Bunny Benstock 

Carol & Bill Cohen 

Miriam Fagan 

Leslie R. Leavitt 

Lucille Poch 

Irene & Harvey Roberts 

Ilene & Ed Simnowitz 

Sherry Wilson 
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From the President  

Haverim Congregational Family, 

T 
he summer months have been very busy for your Board of Directors. We 

have successfully repaired the air conditioning units in Kellner. We are back 

in the business of marketing Kellner for outside activities. Promoting Kellner 

is very important. Ro Kerchner has been working very hard to advertise and book 

dates for functions that can be held there. We thank her for her due diligence. 

Among other projects, our hard work finding a Spiritual Leader has paid off. We are 

there my friends. Cantor Alisa Forman has agreed to join our Congregation Beth 

Sholom Family. I know that Cantor Forman will be an asset to our unique family. I 

must commend the following people for their very hard work and dedication, for 

without them we would probably still be searching. Special thanks to: Bill Cohen, 

Harvey Hamerling, Ro Kerchner, and Barbara Hamerling for their perseverance and 

dedication in this very challenging search. I would also like to thank our Gabbi for 

their support and dedication to the lay-led services. Without their taking on the re-

sponsibility of conducting services we probably wouldn’t have survived this ordeal. 

Thank you George Kaufer, Harvey Hamerling, Bill Cohen, Murray Topol, Manny 

Bloch, and Les Leavitt.  

Please forgive me if I have forgotten anyone. I owe Kudos to everyone, and I mean 

everyone. Without each and every one of you having my back, having trust, faith, 

and confidence in me, I wouldn’t have been able to do what we have accomplished 

thus far.  

We have launched a new fund raiser: Trivia. Our first game was in August and it was 

tremendous success. See inside this Shofar for more details. Please call Sherry Wil-

son for more information. 

On Sunday, August 19, we held a Membership Open House. Over 50 people came 

to greet our new spiritual leader Cantor Alisa Forman. There was a delicious array of 

desserts and plenty of singing. 

Hope everyone had a great and safe summer too. Hope to see you soon. 

Sharon R. Weber 

President, Congregation Beth Sholom 



Candle Lighting Times 

Shabbat Friday, Aug 31 

Light Candles 7:35 PM 

Saturday  Sept 1 

Shabbat Ends 8:27 PM 

Shabbat  Friday, Sept 7 

Light Candles 7:26 PM    

Saturday, Sept 8 

Shabbat Ends 8:19 PM 

Rosh Hashanah 

Sunday, Sept 9 

Light Candles 7:24 PM     

Monday, Sept 10 

Light Candles 8:16 PM 

Tuesday, Sept 11 

Holiday Ends 8:15 PM 

Shabbat  Friday, Sept 14 

Light Candles 7:18 PM    

Saturday, Sept 15 

Shabbat  Ends 8:10 PM 

Yom Kippur 

Tuesday, Sept 18 

Light Candles 7:13 PM 

Wednesday, Sept 19 

Holiday Ends 8:05 PM 

Shabbat  Friday, Sept 21 

Light Candles 7:09 PM    

Saturday, Sept 22 

Shabbat Ends 8:01 PM 

Sukkot 

Sunday, Sept 23 

Light Candles 7:07 PM     

Monday, Sept 24 

Light Candles 7:59 PM 

Tuesday, Sept 25 

Holiday Ends 7:58 PM 

Shabbat  Friday, Sept 28 

Light Candles 7:01 PM    

Saturday, Sept 29 

Shabbat  Ends 7:53 PM 

Shemini Atzeret 

Sunday, Sept 30  

Light Candles 6:59 PM 

Monday, Oct 1 

Light Candles 7:51 PM 

Tuesday, Oct 2 

Holiday Ends  7:49 PM 

 

 

 

 

ROSH HASHANAH SCHEDULE 5779 

Sunday, September 9
th
  

Erev Rosh Hashanah Service 

7:30 – 8:15 PM 
(Followed by dessert reception) 

Monday, September 10
th
 Morning Service 

1
st
 Day Rosh Hashanah 

9:30 AM – 12:30 PM 

Tuesday, September 11
th
 Morning Service 

2nd Day Rosh Hashanah 

9:30 AM – 12:30 PM 

 

 

 

YOM KIPPUR SCHEDULE 5779 

Tuesday, September 18
th
 Kol Nidre 

Evening Service 

6:45 PM (Sharp) – 8:15 PM 

Wednesday, September 19
th
 Morning Service 

9:30 AM – 12:30 PM Includes Yizkor 
(memorial prayers) 

Wednesday, September 19
th
 

Afternoon & Concluding Services 

Minha, N’ilah and Arvit   6:00 – 8:00 PM * 

Break-the-Fast will follow 

*Ark will be open from 5:30 – 5:45 PM for private meditation 



ANNUAL BREAK-THE-FAST CELEBRATION  
CONGREGATION BETH SHOLOM 5779 

On Wednesday evening, September 19, at the 
conclusion of Yom Kippur services, the Congre-
gation will once again present its Annual Break-
the-Fast celebration in Kellner Auditorium.  We 
will be counting on our members and any guests 
to make this year’s event as successful as it has 
been in the past. 

Please let us know if you will attend by complet-
ing the form on the next page. Send it via email 
to choppedherring@aol.com or by regular mail 
to Sue Pellegrino or by drop it off in the High 
Holiday mailbox in the library. 

Cash donations are always welcome and will 
certainly be put to good use.  Volunteers are  
also needed and appreciated for their help in 
preparation, serving and clean-up. 

Donations of food or paper goods are to be 
dropped off at Kellner Auditorium on 
Wednesday afternoon between the hours of 
4:30 and 6:30 PM. If you need to arrange for a 
different drop off day or time, contact Sue and 
she’ll see what can be arranged. 

Please pass along this information to anyone 
who might be interested in joining us at the 
Break-the-Fast. 

Remember, all food must be either dairy or pa-
reve (neutral) and transported into Kellner in 
brand-new containers.  If your kitchen is  
kosher, you may use any containers. 

If you have any questions, please call 
Sue Pellegrino at 352-513-4167. 

All mail pertaining to Break-the-Fast is to be sent 
to the following address: 

Sue Pellegrino 
1337 N. Hunt Club Drive 

Hernando, FL 34442 

We look forward to seeing you at Beth Sholom for 
the High Holidays and having you join us for 
Break-the-Fast at the end of Yom Kippur. 

mailto:choppedherring@aol.com




August 31/September 1    

21-27 Elul 

 

21 - Max Siegel    

21 - Harold Shapero 

22 - SoI Cohen 

22 - Irving Rushefsky 

23 - Sarah Krim 

23 - Jack Wieselberg 

23 - Amelia Liebriech 

24 - Israel Kelter 

24 - Charlotte Colardo 

25 - Rose Kellner 

26 - Vera Morgenthau 

 

September 7/8      

28-29 Elul 1-5Tishrei 

 

28 - Channa Lieba Risin 

28 - Max Siegel 

28 - Sarah Cohen 

29 - Solomon Hollinger 

29 - Emma Lobenberg 

01 - Rose Belkin 

01 - Leah Thaw 

02 - Lee J. Steckler 

02 - Sadie Jaeger 

02 - Monroe Hartenstein 

02 - Sumner W. Kesselman 

03 - Ruth Bloch 

04 - Thelma Rosinsky 

05 - Harry Kessler 

05 - Dora Ginsberg 

 

September 14/15 

6-12 Tishrei 

 

06 - Eliot Sornstein 

06 - William Hochhauser 

PLEASE NOTE:   

 All deceased whose names 

are mounted on plaques on the 

Memorial Boards in our sanctu-

ary will have the memorial 

lights lit during the Hebrew 

month of their yahrzeit and on 

all holidays when Yizkor is re-

cited. Please contact Les 

Leavitt at 352-527-0698. 

Yahrzeits 

08 - Maxwell Arthur Dolberg 

09 - Samuel Fagan 

09 - Robert Madoff         

10 - Mindil Zylbermintz Lamus 

10 - Volf Lamus  

10 - Izyk Brezinsky 

10 - Abraham Avergun 

10 - Henny Michaelis 

10 - Leo Markus 

10 - Klara Schachner 

11 - Celia Kaufman 

11 - Sophia Goldstein 

12 - Michele Meyer 

 

September 21/22 

13-19 Tishrei 

 

13 - Ethel G. Valet 

13 - Henry Flatow 

14 - Max Gersh 

17 - Irvin Dressner 

17 - Harry Tobias 

17 - Claire Weitz 

18 - Gladys Brooks 

18 - Helen Rubel 

18 - Steven Antonoff 

19 - Gussie Kessler 

 

September 28/29 

20-26 Tishrei 

 

20 - Dorothy Grenitz 

20 - Fred Elrod 

20 - Max E. Yavener  

20 - Anna Putersznit 

22 - Joseph Rosenbach 

22 - Marvin Hartenstein 

24 - Nat Simon  

24 - Louis Zimmon 

24 - Fannie Bernstein 

24 - Philip Goldstein 

24 - Shirley Abramowitz Wiener 

24 - Claudette Solkoff 

26 - Iwan Michaelis 

 

 

October 5/6            

27-30 Tishrei, 1-3 Heshvan 

 

27 - Dorothy Janoff 

27 - Harry Lash  

27 - Philip Kurchack 

28 - Joseph Antonoff 

29 - Harry Moldavsky  

29 - Malvina Steckler 

29 - Sarah Sedacca Thornton 

30 - Abraham Gross 

    1-3 Heshvan 

01 - Zelig Steckler 

01 - Marcia Dressner 

02 - Edward Fagan 





Antonio Iturbe's The Librarian of Auschwitz is a fictionalized 

story based on the true-life account of the family camp at 

Auschwitz and the librarian in the children's school run by a 

fellow named Fredi Hirsch. It is based on the true story of 

Auschwitz prisoner Dita Kraus. 

The book inspired me to do a lot of research on my own. How  

is it that I never heard about a family camp at Auschwitz? The 

idea behind the family camp was similar to the idea behind 

Terezin. The Nazis wished to have "model" concentration 

camps that seemed more like ghettos than actual camps 

should the International Red Cross come calling. The school 

was set up more to keep the kids positively occupied than to 

teach them anything, since books and most things related to 

learning were forbidden. The school library did possess eight 

books. These books took on such a great importance for 

those in the camp. They gave our main character Dita 

something to hold on to. She evolved so much by escaping 

into the world of her books and by learning from the actions of 

the characters in the books: both real characters and  

Adult Learning/Book Review 

By Sue Pellegrino 

A drawing by Dita Kraus displayed at Terezin 

Continued on next page 



fictionalized ones. My biggest problem 

with the novel, though, was that I wasn't 

sure if it would have better had the 

book been a narrative non-fiction 

instead of this fictionalized account 

which included so many real life people. 

I'm just not sure. 

I’m sure I have written this previously 

about other Holocaust books but this 

one was really grizzly to read. The vio-

lence, even though I know it actually 

occurred, remains unfathomable. 

Some random observations I made 

while reading the book: 

Children are so important. The Nazis 

lodged children in Terezin separately 

from adults. They didn't want children to 

bear honest witness. 

Mothers always know more than their 

children think they do. Dita admits that 

sometimes her mother drives her mad - 

no matter how she's feeling, The adults 

always says they are fine. How can Dita 

know the truth?  When I'd phone my 

mom each night and ask her how she 

was or how she was doing, she'd al-

ways say, "I'm fine. We're all fine. Eve-

rything here is fine." After my mom 

passed away, my dad said, "You know 

she was lying to you, didn't you?" I did. 

Even though it was reassuring to hear 

her say she was fine. I can still her say-

ing that in my head. I am sure it was the 

same for Dita. 

Dita wonders why the guards are so 

angry with the prisoners, given that they 

The Librarian of Auschwitz 

are the ones who have been humiliated 

and deprived of everything, given that 

they've barely set foot in the camp and 

haven't done anyone any harm, given that 

all they're going to do is obey and work 

feverishly for the Reich without asking for 

anything in return. But these robust, well-

fed, and well-dressed guards prove to be 

furious. In a word, propaganda? 

It occurs to Dita that if Hitler hadn't come to 

power and the war hadn't broken out, this 

unscrupulous woman now standing in front 

of them with a killer's glint in her eye would 

be yet another of those slightly plump, 

pleasant hairdressers who give the girls 

ringlets and cheerfully comment about the 

neighborhood gossip. Their clients, includ-

ing German-Jewish women, would lower 

their heads, and she would cut their hair 

with her scissors, and none of them would 

be the least bit worried about placing their 

necks in the hands of this oversized  

woman who is addicted to somewhat  

fanciful, upswept hairstyles. If anyone had 

insinuated that, some years down the track, 

Elisabeth Volkenrather might be a murderer, 

the entire community would have been out-

raged. Good old Beth? That woman wouldn't 

hurt a fly! they'd say indignantly. Leaders - or 

people with loud voices - are able to set the 

tone and they give others permission to show 

their worst selves. They feel empowered. 

They become people that their neighbors 

might not recognize. They show selves that 

would have been hidden had everyone been  

trying to be kind and trying to get along. 

Along the lines of "first world problems" Hours 

of waiting in line, again. But it's not like the 

lines in Auschwitz, because here people are 

making plans as they wait. There are also 

angry people, even more irate than those 

who waited in half a meter of snow for a wa-

tery bowl of soup or a piece of bread. Now 

those who wait are irritated by the delay or 

because they've been misinformed or be-

cause of the number of papers they need. 

Dita smiles to herself. Life is back to normal 

when it's the same things that annoy people. 

After completing the book (which ends with 

real-life updates about characters we've met 

in the book), I went on to read more about the 

author and about real-life Dita Kraus. I have a 

children's book titled I Never Saw Another  

Butterfly: Children's Drawings and Poems 

from the Terezin Concentration Camp, 1942-

1944 by Hana Volavkova (editor), Vaclay 

Havel (Afterword), Chaim Potok (Foreward) 

and United States Holocaust Memorial Muse-

um (contributor). 

I searched the book to see if I could find 

Dita's drawing that I'd read was being dis-

played in the museum at Terezin. In addition 

to reading, Dita escaped her pain and dis-

tress through drawing. I was able to make a 

connection there. 

I'm glad I read The Librarian of Auschwitz. I 

did learn quite a bit. I was once again remind-

ed at how easily a group can be scapegoated 

and systemically removed. Would I recom-

mend this book? Clearly, it's not for everyone.  



From Hadassah 

Dear members and friends of Hadassah; 

W 
e will soon start the wonderful year of 2018-
2019 or 5779.   While Congregation Beth Shol-
om is celebrating its 50th year, Hadassah is 
welcoming its 105 years.   I have a reason to 

celebrate Hadassah, being born in a Hadassah hospital in 
Haifa, Palestine, that was built the year after Hadassah was established! 

At the beginning of August I returned from a month in Israel. This time instead of staying in a hotel or with rela-
tives,  I stayed in a beautiful Diur Mugan or assistant living facility. It was one of the best experiences of visiting 
Israel I can recall.   Migdelei Hayam Hatichon or Mediterranean Towers in Or Yehudah is very close to my sis-
ter’s home, close to the airport and in the center of Israel, so it answered all my needs.  I had a beautiful apart-
ment, on the fifth floor, fully furnished with a small kitchen, living room and dinette, two bathrooms (fully 
equipped for handicapped people) a large bedroom and two small balconies. There were guards at the entrance 
24 hours a day. The crew was wonderful and so were most of the residents. The activities in the Tower were 
nonstop.  This included Yiddish and English classes, a Yiddish Shpiel with translation, exercises six days a 
week, dancing, Hebrew singing, swimming, piano concerts with pianists of the highest caliber. There were  
lectures by retired Supreme Court judges one of whom was a retired Deputy Supreme Court judge who is an 
Arab from Haifa. We travelled to the Supreme Court and the Knesset in Jerusalem in very comfortable tourist 
buses.   Our guide at the Knesset was a beautiful Arab student.  Her Hebrew was better than some of my rela-
tives!  We saw Benjamin Netanyahu and spoke to some members of the Knesset. 

I also travelled to Jerusalem to pray and cry at the Kotel. My guide Phil Berman, a relative from Omaha, Nebras-
ka, took me to Beit Hakerem where the Hadassah Hospital is located but I did not tour the hospital which I have 
done in the past, but instead we had a vegetarian meal and ate the best gelato outside of Italy.   Another trip I 
made was to Haifa to meet my three cousins and a friend who live there.  We spent three wonderful hours remi-
niscing the only way close relatives can.  We were all in our 70s and 80s with a lot of history among us. 

I am so lucky that I force myself yearly to do this pilgrimage. I have been to Israel many times and traveled all 
over the country, it excites me every time to discover a new place.  I don’t travel like I used to. I now use cabs 
and my relatives’ cars, no trains or buses. I can assure you that the country is very safe and even though a 
stone fell from near the Kotel (No one was injured) the old stones, like my bones, show their age. 

The Israelis were very polite and helpful to me.  At a book store I visited, I asked the sales lady where the cab 
stand is, not only did she call me a cab but also sent her assistant to accompany me. When I sat down on the 
bench she disappeared for a moment and came back with a cup of water saying “It’s hot! I thought you were 
thirsty.”   At the Kotel when I was standing people brought me chairs.  When one of the women saw me crying 
(which I always do because it means so much to me) she said:  " Your tears will fasten the building of the third 
Temple in Jerusalem.”  To that I said Amen. 

Oh, this is a Hadassah letter and not Miriam’s travelogue. We had our first Hadassah Board meeting.  We dis-
cussed business and decided on our next year’s calendar. 

Our next meeting and the first Hadassah meeting of the year will be  

Monday, Sept. 17, 2018 at Kellner at 1pm. 

Hadassah Sukkah Lunch is at the synagogue Tuesday, on Sept. 25, 2018 after services 11:45 am 

Monday, October 8, 2018 at Kellner at 1pm. 

Shana Tovah to all! 
Miriam Fagan 

 



AND THE ANSWER IS ... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There’s a new trivia game in town. Congregation Beth Sholom has its very own version of trivia, 
open to the entire community. Trivia will be held on the second Tuesday of every month (except 
in September due to the holidays), starting at 7:00 PM. We’ll be playing in Kellner Auditorium. For 
a cost of $10 per person, you can play trivia and enjoy some snacks. Water and iced tea will be 
served. 

Organize your own team (4-player minimum/8-player maximum) or play at a mixer table with new 
friends.  Advance reservations are strongly suggested, especially if you’re hoping to play at a mix-
er table. Pay at the door. Monetary prizes will be rewarded to the teams coming in first and sec-
ond place and a 50/50 raffle will be held. Please check our Facebook page (Congregation Beth 
Sholom of Citrus County) or our website (bethsholomcitrus.org) for updated information. 

http://www.bethsholomcitrus.org


Thank You For Your Heartfelt Donations 

General Fund 

In honor of the Bat Mitzvah 
of Sharon Weber 

From Ro Kerchner & Ed Altchek 
From Jon & Linda Tilton 

From Caryn Harmon 
From Loraine Ray 

From Marilyn Winograd 
From Sherry & Manny Bloch 

In memory of Leslie Dinerstein 
From Ro Kerchner & Ed Altchek 

From Miriam Fagan 

In memory of Judith Wiener 
From Bunny Benstock 

In memory of Zeev Ben Shmuel 

ve Pesha 
From Miriam Fagan 

In memory of Netta Schachner 
Aorta 

From Miriam Fagan 

In memory of Freida Hartenstein 
From Miriam Fagan 

From Isabelle Grenitz Hutchins 

In memory of Theresa Hartenstein 
From Gilbert Hartenstein 

In memory of Bertha Schlosberg 
From Samuel Schlosberg 

In memory of Anna Soskis 
From Joan Siegel 

In memory of Harry Soskis 
From Joan Siegel 

In memory of my beloved father 
Harold Dunning 
From Sherry Bloch 

In memory of David Leavitt 
From Leslie R. Leavitt 

In memory of Jack Rozenberg 
From Leslie R. Leavitt 

In memory of Mildred Talbott 
From Loraine Ray 

In memory of Oliver Talbott 
From Loraine Ray 

In memory of Morris Weiner 
From Louise Weiner 

In memory of Anna Morse 
From Sumner Morse 

In memory of Hannah Zaglin 
From David Zaglin 

In memory of Capt. Allen 
L Shapero, USN 

From Ellen & Steve Zane  

In memory of Lenore Shapero 
From Ellen & Steve Zane 

In memory of Eileen Newman 
From Ellen & Steve Zane 



Honoring a birthday or a special event  

Remembering a loved one 

Make a donation to Congregation Beth Sholom 

To facilitate the proper acknowledgement and recording of your donations, please provide the fol-

lowing information with your check. 

A donation made by: __________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of/ Memory of: ________________________________________ 

 

Other notes: _________________________________________________ 

Send to: Congregation Beth Sholom, PO Box 640024. Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0024 

NOTICE:  

If you see an error or omission in this list, please contact either the President 

Sharon Weber or  Shofar Editor Carol  Cohen (clc5747@gmail.com) 

In memory of Martin Passman 
From Steven Passman 

In memory of Lillian Rubenstein 
From Steve Passman 

In memory of Samuel Rabinoff 
From Sue Pellegrino 

In memory of Charlotte Colardo 
From Ed Altchek 

In memory of Minnie Zaenchik 
From Bunny Benstock 

In memory of Harold Shapero 

From Steve & Ellen Zane 

In memory of Herbert Poch 

From Lucille Poch 

In memory of Arthur Neimeth 

From Erika Neimeth 

Anniversaries 

9/17 Ellen & Stephen Zane 

Birthdays 

9/12 Marilyn Winograd 

9/13 Sherry Bloch                                 

9/14 George Kaufer 

9/22 Harvey Hamerling 

9/29 Murray Topol 

 

In memory of Max Siegel 
Joan Siegel 

In memory of Walter Weiner 
From Louise Weiner 

 

To the Ira Siegel Flower 
Fund 

In memory of my beloved 
grandmother Bessie Benstock 

From Bunny Benstock 

In memory of my beloved 
grandfather Samuel Kessler 

From Bunny Benstock 

 



Consider Sponsoring a Kiddush and sharing your story in the Shofar. 

Attendance at our Shabbat dinners has 

not cooled since the snowbirds headed 

north for the summer. The Dinner Com-

mittee of Sue Pellegrino, Sherry Wil-

son, Marcie Tuegel, and Joelle Din-

erstein have come up with creative 

spins on our monthly dinners.  

May was an Israeli feast (in celebration 

of Israel’s 70th birthday). And that’s in 

addition to the traditional hot dog 

barbecue dinner that we had on Lag 

B’Omer. In June, we made the official 

switch from “potluck” dinners to 

“covered dish,” ensuring that we didn’t 

end up with 3 pasta salads and 2 bowls 

of tuna salad. We broke bread together 

along with visiting Cantor Jonathan 

Cohen. Congregants wowed him with 

their favorite summer foods. In August, 

we had a record attendance where 

everyone enjoyed Brunch for Dinner. 

There will be no community Shabbat 

dinner in September because of all the 

holidays, but we will have our Annual 

Community Break-the-Fast at the  

conclusion of Yom Kippur services. 

Everyone is welcome to attend. Reser-

vations are recommended in order to 

ensure there is enough food to satisfy 

his or her hunger after the long 25-hour 

fast. Either a dish to share or a  

monetary donation is recommended as 

the cost of admission. You may contact 

Sue Pellegrino at (352) 513-4167 or 

choppedherring@aol.com for more 

information or to make your reserva-

tion.   

The Dinner Committee would love 

suggestions from congregants for the 

types of dinners that should be 

planned going forward. Ideas that are 

being tossed around include salmon 

dinner, Thanksgiving dinner, Mexican 

fiesta. Of course we will have our  

annual Hanukkah dinner in December.  

The committee is also interested in 

learning if the Congregation prefers 

“covered dish” dinners over dinners 

that are catered in-house. Please give 

your feedback to any of the members 

of the committee. 

Finally, if you wish to be a part of the 

Dinner Committee, inform one of the 

committee members or let Sharon 

know. 

Hearty appetite!  בתיאבון 

Creative & Delicious Shabbat Dinners 



Education Series on 
Proverbs  

Over the summer we have had two 
classes on Proverbs covering Chapters 
1 and 2. Fifteen congregants attended 
the first class and seven were at the 
second. Both discussions were led by 
Bill Cohen. The Hebrew word for  
Proverbs is Mishlei which means 
“sayings.”  

Chapter 1 was an introduction in wis-
dom literature and the relationship in 
Judaism between understanding and 
the beginning of wisdom is the fear of 
God. In chapter 2 we explored the 
meaning of wisdom, that wisdom leads 
to the understanding of righteousness 
and once that knowledge is acquired it 
should be used in the pursuit of jus-
tice.  Chapter three will be scheduled 
after the conclusion of the holidays 
and in coordination with our new spir-
itual leader, Cantor Alisa Forman.  
Cantor Forman will take her new posi-
tion with CBS on October 1 which coin-
cides with Shimini Atzeret.   
  

  
This past spring the CBS Rit-
ual Committee approved a 
once-a-month Torah work-
shop as a substitute for our 
formal reading of the weekly 
Parsha. We have held three 
of these workshops which 
were all well received. They 
each generated significant, 
in-depth Torah discussion by 
the Congregants. Similar oc-
casional discussions of the 
Parsha in place of the full 
Torah reading are gaining 
popularity at many Con-
servative synagogues. 
  
Our workshop is incorpo-
rated within the traditional 
Torah service.  A Congregant 
is called for the first Aliyah, 
the appropriate Brachot are 
recited – and at the point 
the Parsha is discussed. 
  

The workshops held cov-
ered the Parshas: Sh’lach, 
Matot-Mesei (a double Par-
sha) and Eikev. The next 
Torah workshop is sched-
uled for September 22 (the 
first Shabbos after Yom Kip-
pur and also the Shabbos 
preceding Sukkot) and the 
Parsha to be discussed is 
Ha’Azinu (pages 1185 – 
1195 in our Etz Hayim Chu-
mash). Ha’Azinu is a contin-
uation of Moses’ epilogue, 
is in poem form and each 
verse consists of at least 
two lines that are parallel in 
meaning. Here is the second 
sentence from the Parsha 
(Deuteronomy 32:2): 
May my discourse come 
down as the rain, My 
speech distill as the dew, 
Like showers on young 
growth, Like droplets on 
the grass. 

On Shabbos Ki Teitzei (August 25, 2018) 
approximately 35 members were in 
attendance for the last formally sched-
uled service by Rabbi Richard Polirer at 
Congregation Beth Sholom. Rabbi Polirer 
has been leading Shabbat Shacharit ser-
vices on Saturday mornings twice each month since 
this past February.   
     The Rabbi has thrilled us with his exquisite leyn-
ing of the Torah and led us in prayer with his de-
lightful, full voice; often providing historical cantori-
al references for authorship and background 
settings for many of our familiar prayers. The high-
lights of the services may have been his well-
researched sermons and drashes on the various Par-
shas. 

Many Attend Rabbi Polirer’s Final Scheduled Service 

      For illustration , we can briefly review his ser-
mon on Ki Teitzei wherein he used a discussion on 
the commandment of tsa’ar ba’alei hayyim, the            
prevention of suffering of animals, to explain how 
congregations of church or synagogue attendees 
can reverse the much discussed loss of social capi-

tal. The Rabbi explained that the people who attend reli-
gious services are more likely to provide for charity and 
otherwise assist in community functions. 
     Rabbi Polirer emphasized his approbation for this 
trend by adding that “Religion creates community, com-
munity creates altruism, and altruism turns us ... toward 
the common good.” 

     A lovely Kiddush sponsored by Marilyn Winograd and 
Michael Nathan, with a special inscribed cake for Rabbi 
Polirer, followed this service. 

Torah Workshop Continues 



 

Annual donations on behalf of 

loved ones are always appreciat-

ed. This year provides a special 

opportunity to recognize your de-

parted family members with a spe-

cial 50th Anniversary commemora-

tion. Every dollar amount is much 

appreciated no matter how small.  

You should have received a spe-

cial letter about this and it should 

also give you an opportunity to 

correct any errors in the your spe-

cial list.  

For more details contact Harvey 

Hamerling of the Ritual Committee 

at harvham@msn.com 

Our Active and Super Fun Community 

TRIVIA 

Tables of Trivia buffs 

enjoying our first event! 

(top three pics) 

PROVERBS 

Class  led by Bill Co-

hen (pic at left) 

OPEN HOUSE 

Meeting Cantor Alisa 

Forman (at right) 
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Contact Us 

Phone: 352-746-5303 

Congregation Beth Sholom 

102 Civic Circle 

Mailing Address 

PO Box 640024 

Beverly Hills, FL 

34464-0024  

www.bethsholomcitrus.org 

Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/

bethsholomcitrus/ 

    

 

Send comments and submis-

sions for the Shofar to Carol 

Cohen at clc5747@gmail.com 

Board of Directors 
 

President— Sharon Weber  

Vice President— Bill Cohen 

Treasurer— Rochelle Kerchner 

Secretary— Barbara Hamerling  

At-Large Board Members 

Expires Feb 2020 

Susan Johnson 

Jon Tilton 

Sherry Wilson 
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