
THE SHOFAR 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Board Meeting 

Sun May 9 10:00 

(Sanctuary) 

Bingo 

Tues May 11 7:00 PM 

(Zoom) 

Challah Pickup 

Thursday May 13 2:30  

(Kellner) 

Congregation Meeting  

Sun May 16 10:30 

(Zoom)  

Greetings to all from:  

Ro Kerchner & Ed Altchek 

Bunny Benstock 

Sherry & Manny Bloch 

Carol & Bill Cohen 

Miriam Fagan 

Barbara & Harvey Hamerling 

Louis and Evelyn Harmon 

Les Leavitt 

Irene and Harvey Roberts 

CONGREGATION BETH SHOLOM   MAY 2021 ⚫  IYAR/SIVAN 5781 

Celebrate 50 Years! 
Celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Dedication of our Synagogue  

Building.  This is a special year for Congregation Beth Sholom. 

    We are Holding a Raffle! 

Would you like to win some cash to spend on something you always  

wanted? You will soon receive raffle books which will give you the  

opportunity to win!  The cost is $5 per ticket or 5 tickets for $20. 

You can win: $150 Cash (1 winner) or $100 Cash (1 winner) Winners will be 

picked at the September Congregation Meeting on  Sunday, September 19, 

2021. When you receive the tickets, please fill out the stubs.  And don’t  

forget to sell to friends and neighbors also.   

Make your check payable to Congregation Beth Sholom and mail check and 

stubs to: Sue Fendenheim, 1060 W. Skyview Crossing Drive, Hernando, FL 

34442. Questions or if you need additional books, please call:  352-527-

8751. Thank you and Good Luck! 



CANTOR ALISA FORMAN 

 

YES To Life! in Spite of Everything 

From an article by Debbie Gutfreund on aish.com 
 
In the grueling, endless suffering of the concentration camp, Viktor Frankl  
imagined himself standing at a podium giving a lecture entitled “Psychology of 
the Concentration Camp.” This vision of a future in which he would be able to use 
his suffering to help others sustained him through the horrific days and nights. 
Just months after he was liberated from the concentration camps, Viktor Frankl 
stood at that podium and gave the lectures he had envisioned for so long. This 
series of lectures was published in German in 1946 and remained untranslated, 
until recently when the manuscript, “Yes to Life In Spite of Everything,” was  
rediscovered. 
 
In this poignant masterpiece of writing, Frankl recalls how in the Buchenwald 
concentration camp they would sing over and over again: "We still want to say 
yes to life. We still want to say yes to life." They sang this song in unimaginable 
circumstances which led Frankl to write: “To say yes to life is not only meaningful 
under all circumstances – because life itself is – but it is also possible under all 
circumstances. (Viktor Frankl, Yes to Life in Spite of Everything, p.107) 
 
Here are four crucial ideas from Frankl’s re-discovered manuscript. 
We are responsible for every moment in our lives. 
“It is terrible to know that at every moment I bear responsibility for the next; that 
every decision, from the smallest to the largest, is a decision 'for all eternity'; that 
in every moment I can actualize the possibility of that particular moment or for-
feit it. Every single moment contains thousands of possibilities-and I can only 
choose one of them to actualize it.” (p.106) We may not choose what every  
moment of life brings us, but we can choose what to do with that moment when 
it arrives.  
 
The meaning in each of our lives takes on different forms depending on our cir-
cumstances. “In the course of life human beings must be prepared to change the 
direction of this fulfillment of meaning, often abruptly, according to the particular 
'challenges of the hour.' The meaning of life can only be a specific one, specific 
both in relation to each individual person and in relation to each individual hour: 
the question that life asks us changes both from person to person, and from situ-
ation to situation.” (p.59) 

Candle-Lighting Times 

May 2021 

Friday, May 7, 2021 
Light Candles at  7:51 PM  
Saturday, May 8, 2021 
Shabbat Ends  8:48 PM  
 
Friday, May 14, 2021 
Light Candles at  7:56 PM  
Saturday, May 15, 2021 
Shabbat Ends 8:53 PM  
 
Shavuot  
Sunday, May 16, 2021 
Light Holiday Candles at 7:57 PM  
 
Friday, May 21, 2021 
Light Candles at 8:00 PM  
Saturday, May 22, 2021 
Shabbat Ends 8:57 PM  
 
Friday, May 28, 2021 
Light Candles at 8:04 PM  
Saturday, May 29, 2021 
Shabbat / Holiday Ends 9:02 PM  

Viktor Frankl’s Re-Discovered Manuscript: Four crucial ideas 
from this poignant masterpiece of writing. 



Every stage of life and every different circumstance demands us to find new meaning and new goals.  
Sometimes this meaning can change by the day and even by the hour. There is great wisdom in having the 
flexibility to change directions according to the task in front of us. 
 
Suffering has a crucial purpose in our lives. 
“For, let us ask ourselves, honestly and seri-
ously, whether we would want to erase the 
sad experiences from our past, perhaps from 
our love lives, whether we would want to miss 
out on everything that was painful or pain in-
ducing-then we would surely all say no. Some-
how we know how much we were able to 
grow and mature precisely during these joy-
less periods of our existence." (p.57) Some-
times life is so  
challenging that the only meaning we can find 
in the moment is the sheer endurance of our 
suffering. It is only later that we can look back 
and see the tremendous growth and transformation that came out of our challenges. There are some ill-
nesses in which people lose the ability to feel pain, and the inability to suffer itself becomes the symptom. 
Being able to feel and endure suffering is a gift. 
 
There is no task too small to have infinite consequences. 
“It is never a question of where someone is in life or which profession he is in, it is only a matter of how he 
fills his place, his circle. Whether a life is fulfilled doesn’t depend on how great one’s range of action is, but 
rather only on whether the circle is filled out.” (p.36)  At sunset, right after the liberation of the Turkheim 
concentration camp, Viktor Frankl walked into the woods where many of his comrades from the camp were 
buried. One of the SS commanders who had repeatedly risked his life to pay for and illegally obtain  
medicines for the camp prisoners had again put his life at risk to break off a piece of bark and scrawl into 
the trunks of the trees the names of the prisoners who he had properly buried against his superiors’ orders. 
Standing there in the dying light of the sun, staring at those names, Viktor Frankl felt his own survival was 
an undeserved mercy. And he felt a great responsibility to earn the second chance he had been given. “It 
seemed only possible to settle this guilt by shaking up and keeping alert the consciences of others as well as 
our own.” (p.104)  Reading Frankl’s book reminded me of something I recently learned about the roots of 
redwood trees. The roots of the towering, majestic redwood trees do not grow deep into the ground as one 
would expect. Instead they grow outward in circles, extending hundreds of feet laterally, by wrapping 
around each other so that in a storm, all of their roots are interconnected. This is how Frankl and others 
survived the war, by constantly focusing on and reaching out to others, by wrapping their roots around each 
other in the harshest of conditions. Hidden in the lining of his coat in the concentration camp, Frankl kept 
his notes for a manuscript which he lost towards the end of the war. But right after he was liberated, Frankl 
worked day and night to find those words again and share them with the world. His roots of meaning encir-
cle ours and our roots encircle the roots of each other. Frankl gave us one of the greatest gifts by teaching 
us that it is not what we expect of life that matters; it is what life expects of us. And we too can choose to 
say yes to life in spite of and because of everything. 



Honoring a birthday or a special event  ~ Remembering a loved one 

Make a donation to Congregation Beth Sholom 

To facilitate the proper acknowledgement and recording of your donations, please provide the  

following information with your check. 

A donation made by: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of/ Memory of: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Other notes: __________________________________________________________________ 

Send to: Congregation Beth Sholom, PO Box 640024. Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0024 

From the President  

Barbara Hamerling 

352-513-5169  

barb4949@gmail.com 

Haverim, 

The light at the end of the tunnel is near.  Your Board of Directors has voted to return to the synagogue the mid-

dle of May.  We will be following the CDC guidelines. i.e. masks mandatory, social distancing, hand sanitizers, 

etc.  Seats will be marked where you can sit.  Torah service will be a little different.  You may not touch the  

Torah.  People doing an Aliyah will be distanced from Cantor Alisa. For those that are homebound, we will con-

tinue to do Zoom. And we will still do Friday services via Zoom ONLY. If you have not had your vaccination, we 

ask you to sit in the back of the sanctuary away from other congregants.  

On May 16th, we will be having our Congregation Meeting. I would anticipate doing it via Zoom.  Remember – 

this is your synagogue.  Please bring any questions or concerns to this meeting. 

As always, please call me if you would like to schmooze. To all our members that are on the MiSheberach list, 

please get well so we can see you at services again. Love you all. 

B’Shalom, 

Barbara Hamerling - President 



Greeting Card Service Now Available 
Contact Sharon Weber at 847-913-6545.  Just give her the info and she 

will even mail the card for you.  Cost is $3.00 per card. Check your email 
to see the available cards. 

 

Let Sue Bake Your Challah for Your Household  

Enjoy a freshly baked challah from our own baker Sue Johnson!  

Sue Johnson has graciously offered to do a challah sale for the congregation.  Everyone 

who has tasted her challah  knows it is delicious!  For now, she is willing to bake for us 

once a month.  To date, she has baked over 100 challahs.  You can pre-order your challah 

by May 7 and then pick  it up at Kellner on Thursday May 13 at 2:30 PM. 

The cost is $5.00 per challah.  

Make your check payable to CBS 

and send to P.O. Box 640024, 

Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0024.  

Indicate it is for Challah.  Checks 

must be received by prior Friday 

Also let Sue Johnson know you 

are ordering at  

acadialegalsupport@gmail.com 

Or call her at 207-356-2000 



LET’S PLAY BINGO! 

 

 

 
Virtual Bingo – VIA ZOOM 

When: Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

Time: 7 PM – Sign on 6:45 PM 

Cost: $2.00 for one card, $5.00 for 3 cards, $10 for 6 cards 

Raffle: $10.00 to participate 

50/50 Raffle – By paying the $10.00 to participate in the raffle, all card numbers you have paid for will be entered into the drawing. 
If your card number is chosen, you will have won 50% of what is taken in. So, the more cards you play, the more chances you have 
to win the 50/50. 

Questions:  Barbara Hamerling 352-513-5169 or barb4949@gmail.com.  This is open to your family and friends.  You do not have 
to live in the area to play.  Please make check payable to CBS and mail to: CBS, P. O. Box 640024, Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0024.  
In the memo, please put number of cards you are purchasing and 50/50 Raffle if you are participating. DEADLINE IS TUESDAY, 
MAY 4, 2021.   

Cards and link for Zoom sign on will be emailed to you (please provide your name and email address if not a congrega-
tion member) the Sunday before playing. If you want, please print your cards one time if you are using pennies or chips 
or six times if you want to use a dauber. We will be playing seven games.  Game 7 will continue as Game 6 on the same 
board. 

Please email Barbara Hamerling that you are purchasing cards.  Thank you. 

mailto:barb4949@gmail.com


 from The Israel Forever Foundation found on israelforever.org Yom Yerushalayim is celebrated this year on Mon-
day, May 10 

In the year 70 C.E. we lost the heart of our nation: Jerusalem. 

Our focal point and safe haven gone, we were scattered unto the nations. For thousands of years the singular 
hope of our ancestors was to regain Jerusalem and dwell again in Zion, as free men and women. 

Three times a day Jewish people turned to Jerusalem, to pray. Every Passover, each Seder ends with the  
declaration: “Next year in Jerusalem, rebuilt!”. No Jewish wedding is complete without first declaring that,  
Jerusalem comes first, above all other joys and commemorating the destruction of the Temple with the breaking 
of a glass. 

In 1948, as soon as Israel declared independence, she was attacked by her Arab neighbors. Jordan conquered east 
Jerusalem, including the Old City and the Temple Mount. Under Jordanian occupation, Jewish residents of  
Jerusalem were forced out, half of the Old City's fifty-eight synagogues were demolished and the Jewish cemetery 
on the Mount of Olives was plundered for its tombstones, which were used as paving stones and building  
materials. 

In 1967, the day of reckoning was upon us – the Six Day War. Before the war, Israel sent a message to King  
Hussein of Jordan saying that as long as the Jordanian front remained quiet, Israel would not attack Jerusalem or 
Judea and Samaria (also occupied by Jordan). Urged by Egyptian pressure and based on deceptive intelligence  

 

YOM YERUSHALAYIM – JERUSALEM DAY 

CELEBRATING THE HEART OF ISRAEL 

reports, Jordan began shelling civilian locations in 
Israel to which Israel responded on June 6th by 
opening the eastern front. The following day, June 
7, 1967 (28 Iyar 5727), Israel captured the Old City 
of Jerusalem. 

A cry was shouted into the pages of history on that 
day when the Israeli army said "The Temple Mount 
is in our hands!" Although the State of Israel had 
been declared in 1948, this was the moment when 
the Jewish people fulfilled the yearning detailed in 
our anthem, Hatikvah: “the 2000 year hope, of be-
ing a free nation, in our land, Zion and  
JERUSALEM.” 

Yom Yerushalayim, Jerusalem Day, the anniversary 
of the liberation and unification of Jerusalem under 
Jewish sovereignty is the commemoration of a 2000 
year old dream, made a reality: Jerusalem and the 
Temple Mount at her center, the heart of our peo-
ple, returned to the people. 

 

https://israelforever.org/interact/multimedia/witness_reunification_jerusalem/
https://israelforever.org/interact/multimedia/witness_reunification_jerusalem/


 

PLEASE NOTE  

All deceased whose names are mounted on plaques on the  

Memorial Boards in our sanctuary will have the  

memorial lights lit during the Hebrew month of their yahrzeit and on all  holidays 

when Yizkor is recited.  

Please contact Les Leavitt at 352-527-0698. 

Yahrzeits 

04 - Harold Valet 
04 - Sharlene Rubin 
06 - Minnie Zaenchik 
08 - Fay Obstbaum 
08 - Ida Hannah Feder 
08 - Harold Rosen 
08 - Lynne Bachrow 
08 - Minnie Madoff 
08 - Leslie Dinerstein 
09 - Murray Feigenbaum 
09 - Bruce Antonoff 
09 - Sidney Kalnitzky 
09 - J. Herbert Kalkstein 
 
 
May 21/22 10-16 Sivan 
 
11 - Irving Newman 
11 - Sabri Turkell 
12 - Isador Tilton 
13 - Jay Alan Feldman 
13 - Samuel Siegel 
14 - Bernard Lorie 
14 - Robert T. Egenberg 

 
April 30/May 1  18-24 Iyar 
 
18 - Michael Morse 
18 - Albert Toblin 
19 - Camilla Weiss 
20 - Charlotte Korotty 
20 - Molly Goldberg 
20 - Alexander Trieber 
21 - Anna Polakoff 
22 - Harold Rogers 
22 - Bertha Schwartz 
22 - Leopold Schwartz 
22 - Bertha Roth 
22 - Leopold Roth 
22 - Stanley Zaenchik 
22 - Kenneth Abrahams 
23 - Rose White 
 
May 7/8  
25-29 Iyar/1-3 Sivan 
 
25 - Florence Kreindler  
25 - Grace Geier 
25 - Irvin Meyer Lande 
28 - Betty Robbins 
28 - Martin Schneider 
28 - Freida Hartenstein 
29 - Rebecca Kessler 
1-2 Sivan 
01 - Mark Thaler 
01 - Roland Galehoff 
01 - Morris Simnowitz 
02 - Joseph Hirsch 
 
May 14/15 3-9 Sivan 
 
04 - Hyman Cohen 
04 - Eleanor Abbott 
04 - Sarah Antonoff 

15 - Netta Schachner Aorta 
16 - Max Neuhaus 
 
May 28/29 17-23 Sivan 
     
17 - Arnold Alden 
18 - Irwin George Lipsky 
18 - Rudolph Bender 
18 - Anne Oberband  
19 - Sadie Valet 
21 - Bertha Deutsch 
21 - Sigmund Deutsch 
22 - Sally Goldman 
22 - Rose Kelner 
23 - Esther Moskowitz 
23 - Joseph Appel 
23 - Morris Lopman 
 
June 4/5  24-30Sivan 
 
24 - Deborah Hochberg 
26 - Annie Elrod 
26 - Muni Saslofsky 
27 - Harry Hochberg 

27 - Beatrice Menes 
27 - Zeev Ben Shmuel Ve Pesha 
28 - Samuel Rosenblatt 
28 - Louise Thikoll 
29 - Theresa Hartenstein 
29  - Lillian FaIik 
29 - Sophie Janoff 
30 - Caroline Meyerson 
30 - Celia Bernstein 

SUNSHINE & TRIBUTE 

CARDS 

To honor a milestone you can 

also support our synagogue by 

purchasing a Tribute Card.  Call  

or email Tribute Card Maven 

Les Leavitt  

352-527-0698  

lesleav864@gmail.com and he 

will send your Tribute Card for 

just $5. Put “Tribute Card” in 

the subject line of your email.  



Beverly Hills Chapel                                                               (352) 746-4551 

5955 N. Lecanto Highway                                                      (352) 746-4646 

Beverly Hills, FL 34465               (352) 489-5363 

www.FeroFuneralHome.com                                 www.FeroMemorial.com 

From reformjudaism.org 

On Thursday evening, April 29 and Friday, April 30 we celebrated 
Lag BaOmer. Lag BaOmer is a minor, festive holiday that falls on 
the 33rd day of the seven-week period between Passover and 
Shavuot, a period of time is known as the Omer. (The numerical 
value of the Hebrew letter lamed is 30, and the value of gimel is 
three; lamed and gimel together are pronounced “lahg.”) This hol-
iday gives us a break from the semi-mourning restrictions (no par-
ties or events with music, no weddings, no haircuts) that are cus-
tomarily in place for some Jewish communities during the Omer. 

The Omer has both agricultural and spiritual significance: it marks 
both the spring cycle of planting and harvest, and the Israelites’ 
journey out of slavery in Egypt (Passover) and toward receiving the Torah at Mount Sinai (Shavuot). An omer 
(“sheaf”) is an ancient Hebrew measure of grain. Biblical law forbade any use of the new barley crop until after 
an omer was brought as an offering to the Temple in Jerusalem. The Book of Leviticus (23:15-16) also command-
ed: “And from the day on which you bring the offering…you shall count off seven weeks. They must be com-
plete.” This commandment led to the practice of the S’firat HaOmer, or the 49 days of the "Counting of the 
Omer,” which begins on the second day of Passover and ends with the celebration of Shavuot on the 50th day. 
Lag BaOmer commemorates a variety of historical events, including the end of a plague that killed many stu-
dents of Rabbi Akiva (c. 50-135 C.E.), the yahrzeit of 2nd-century mystical scholar Shimon bar Yochai, and a Jew-
ish military victory over Roman forces in 66 C.E. In remembrance of these events, some people celebrate with 
picnics and bonfires. Many couples in Israel choose to get married on Lag BaOmer, and many people also choose 
to wait until that day to get a haircut or beard trim. 

What is Lag BaOmer? 

Carol & Bill Cohen—Lag BaOmer Wedding 34 years ago. 

https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/shavuot
https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/counting-omer


Congregation Beth Sholom Citrus County 

Invites you to a Doo Wop Night 

featuring Jim McGreevey  formerly with Lola and the Saints 

Date:  Saturday, June 26, 2021 Time:  7:00 PM 

Address:  Kellner Auditorium  92 Civic Circle, Beverly Hills, FL 

Cost:  $20.00 per person 
 

For reservations please call: Barbara Hamerling – 352-746-5303 Masks required.    
Seats will be social-distanced and sanitizer available.  



Birthdays 

5/8       Ronald Fagan 

5/23   Martin Feldberg 

5/29  Reva Rosenbach 

Thank You  For Your Heartfelt Donations 

In honor of Freida Hartenstein 

From Gil Hartenstein 

In honor of Morris Hartenstein  

From Gil Hartenstein 

In honor of our beloved mother 

and mother-in-law Sylvia Cohen  

From Carol and Bill Cohen 

In honor of Nathalie Kaufer  

From Audrey Guss 

In honor of Albert Toblin 

From Elyse Topol 

In honor of Kenneth Abrahams  

From Sheila Abrahams 

Honor birthdays and  

anniversaries of friends and family with a 

small donation to  

Congregation Beth  

Sholom. 
A gift of $18  

(Chai — to life!)  

goes a long way! 

 

Send your donation with a notation about your gift 

to:  

Congregation Beth Sholom  

PO Box 640024   

Beverly Hills Florida, 34464 

 

Checks should be made  

payable to  

Congregation Beth Sholom  

In honor of her beloved  

Mother, Betty Boyle  

From Marilyn Winograd 

In honor of Jack Kwartner  

From Rhoda and  

Alan Kwartner 

In honor of Moses Miller  

From The Tiltons 

In honor of Eileen Unterman  

From Lewis Unterman 

In honor of Stanley Zaenchik  

From Pamela Forster 

In honor of Ruth Kurtz  

From David Kurtz 

In honor of Fanny Altchek  

From Ed Altchek 

In Honor of Cantor Alisa Forman for 

her meaningful, weekly d’rasha  

From Carol and Bill Cohen 

5/16 Carol & Bill Cohen 

Anniversaries 



Contact Us 

Phone: 352-746-5303 

Congregation Beth Sholom 

102 Civic Circle 

Cantor Alisa Forman, Spiritual Leader 

Mailing Address 

PO Box 640024  Beverly Hills, FL 

34464-0024  

www.bethsholomcitrus.org 

Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/bethsholomcitrus/ 

Send comments and submissions for the  

Shofar to Carol Cohen at clc5747@gmail.com 

Board of Directors 
 

President — Barbara Hamerling 

Vice President — Sharon Weber 

Treasurer — Rochelle Kerchner 

Secretary — Harvey Hamerling  

At-Large Board Members 

Expires Feb 2022 

OPEN 

Sherry Wilson 

Marcie Tuegel 

 

Expires Feb 2023 

Ed Altchek 

Sue Johnson 

Les Leavitt 

By creating a bequest for 

Congregation Beth Sholom, you 

can help make the difference to 

ensure and shape the future 

of Conservative Judaism in 

Citrus County and Florida's 

Nature Coast.  Bequests are gifts 

by Will from thoughtful people 

who wish to help carry on the 

good works and services of 

Congregation Beth Sholom. You 

may make a bequest using a 

Will, Trust, Retirement Assets, 

or Life Insurance. 

REMEMBER 


