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Over 100 people including Citrus County 

dignitaries attended Beth Sholom's offi-

cial annual Holocaust Remembrance 

Day program.  Everyone enjoyed the 

documentary film, moving speeches and 

music, helping ensure it never again 

happens. At right, President  Sharon 

Weber. 

Save the Date! Congregational Meeting & Raffle Drawing — Sunday May 27 at 10:30 AM! 



 

From the President  

Haverim Congregational Family, 

L 
et me begin with a personal thank you to 

EVERYONE for their OUTSTANDING effort 

preparing the Community Seder. You all did an 

exemplary job, and I commend everyone. I can’t express my true feelings enough, just 

saying thank you doesn’t seem to fully express the depth of my feelings. It makes me 

very proud that I am a part of this very special group of people. I feel that all of you are 

my family. 

Our Yom Hashoah community event was amazing. This year Congregation Beth 

Sholom set a record for attendance at our Memorial Service. I was so pleased to see 

so many Government Officials in attendance, including Sheriff Prendergast. It was an 

honor to have all our distinguished guests in attendance. 

I personally would like to thank Barbara Hamerling as her help as my Co-Chair was 

most valuable. I wouldn’t have been able to get everything accomplished without her 

capable hands. I don’t know if many of you are aware, but Barbara was the one re-

sponsible for getting the documentary that we showed that day and she also created 

the program that was distributed to the attendees. I also want to thank the Board of Di-

rectors and the Congregation Members for standing beside me in producing this mar-

velous program. We’re looking forward to next year.  

One more “Kudo” to pass on to Debra Kamlot and Sharon Anderson for all the publici-

ty that we received during the weeks prior to our Seder and Yom Hashoah and send-

ing Steve Lasko, photographer, who did a great job with his camera. 

We are in the process of planning Adult Education topics, planning dinners, and many 

other activities that we’re sure you will enjoy. As future plans unfold we will keep you 

up to date through the e-News and the Shofar. 

Sharon R. Weber 

President, Congregation Beth Sholom 

1968 - 2018 



Candle Lighting Times 

Shabbat Friday, May 4 

Light Candles 7:49 PM 

Saturday  May 5 

Shabbat Ends 8:46 PM 

Shabbat  Friday, May 11 

Light Candles 7:53  PM    

Saturday, May 12 

Shabbat Ends 8:50 PM 

Shabbat  Friday, May 18 

Light Candles 7:58 PM     

Saturday, May 19 

Shabbat Ends 7:58 PM 

Erev Shavuot Day 1, May 19 

Begins at 8:56 

Erev Shavuot Day 2, May 20 

Begins at 8:56 

Monday, May 21 

Shavuot Ends 8:57 PM 

Shabbat  Friday, May 25 

Light Candles 8:02 PM    

Saturday, May 26 

Shabbat  Ends 9:00 PM 

Think about something YOU could do and let Sharon Weber know!  

She and all of Congregation Beth Sholom will be most grateful.  

Service Leaders in May 
Friday Night Services 

Murray Topol, Lay Leader  

Saturday, May 5  

George Kaufer & Bill Cohen, Lay Leaders 

Saturday, May 12 (Rosh Chodesh) 

George Kaufer & Bill Cohen, Lay Leaders 

Saturday, May 19 

Rabbi Richard Polirer 

Saturday, May 26 

Rabbi Richard Polirer 

Murray Topol 

Bill Cohen 

Rabbi Richard Polirer 

George Kaufer 



PLEASE NOTE:   

 All deceased whose names are mounted on 

plaques on the Memorial Boards in our sanctu-

ary will have the memorial lights lit during the 

Hebrew month of their yahrzeit and on all holi-

days when Yizkor is recited. Please contact 

Les Leavitt at 352-527-0698. 

 

Celebrate!!  

Lag B’Omer! 

We’re mixing things up for Lag B’Omer 

this year. Our annual BBQ will be held on 

Thursday, May 3rd (Lag B’Omer) at 

Kellner Auditorium. We plan to start the 

fun and games at 4pm. Grillmaster Lou 

will be preparing a hot dog and grilled 

vegetable supper. We’ll have side salads 

as well. The cost is $5 per person & 

BYOB (hard or soft). You may pay at the 

door. However, you must have your reser-

vation in by Monday, April 30th. Contact 

Joelle at yael28@yahoo.com or at (352) 

513-5851 for more information or to make 

your reservation. Remember, the cut-off time for reservations is 4pm on Mon-

day, April 30th. No exceptions. Having a firm cut-off date is what allows us to 

keep the price for the picnic at just $5. 



APRIL KIDDUSH SPONSORSHIPS 
MIRIAM FAGAN HONORS THREE AMAZING WOMEN 

 

Saturday April 14 Miriam Fagan sponsored the Shabbat Kiddush in honor of three beloved and 
amazing women in her life.  

Here is her story.  

At the end of the prayers, I shared with the congregation the story of the three women I dedicated 
the kiddush to. I thank all the participants and especially Bill Cohen who chose women for the 
Aliyahs on this special day for me. The kiddush was dedicated to three remarkable women in my 
family. And it is not that these women are the only remarkable women in my family, but they are 
truly remarkable. 

The first woman is my mother Klara Berkowitz Schachner  z”l whose 107th birthday it was on that 
day.    My mother was an orphan raised by aunts in Poland (today Ukraine) and Turkey.  She kept 
kosher even having to cook her meals in the bathroom.   She was a saintly woman.   She once 
took sheets from the bed tore them into strips to give to a daughter of a woman who needed them 
for diapers. She even fed the Old Town-Meshugah who came to her because she cooked like his 
home.  He had survived the Holocaust by acting crazy, (which he was). My children were lucky 
enough to know their grandparents. She was the warmest person I know.  Her grandchildren are 

still talking about her.   She 
died on the eve of Yom Kip-
pur. 

Another remarkable woman 
was May Fagan Miller z”l 
my husband Walters' older 
sister.  When I came to Chi-
cago, she taught me every-
thing about housekeeping 
and encouraged me to go 
to Roosevelt University in 
Chicago to get my teaching 
degree. May, went to law 
school during World War II 

and was in a class full of 
women She got her law 
degree and after practicing 
with her older brother Ed, 
went to Washington D.C. 
and got a job in the govern-
ment establishing social 
security. 

 She met and married there 
and had her daughter Shei-
la.    When I came to Chi-
cago, May was in Chicago 
and lived in an apartment 

next to Walter and me.   She decid-
ed to study teaching since (I 
thought) being a lawyer was not too 
feminine.    She was a brilliant 
woman, I learned so much from her 
although being a young mother, I 
did not always appreciate her ad-
vice. She taught until she retired. 

The third woman whom I admire 
greatly is her daughter, Sheila Co-
hen whose birthday it also is on this 
day.  Sheila left Chicago for St. 
Louis and Washington University.   
She too studied education, married 
Harvey Cohen and had three won-
derful children.   When the children 
grew Sheila taught English as a 
second language.   At the age of 60 
Harvey got Alzheimers  and Sheila 
kept him home until she could no 
longer handle him herself. She 
went to visit him daily sometimes 
twice a day.   Three Rabbis gave 
the obituary at Harvey’s' funeral 
when he died a year ago and  
Sheila was mentioned many times.       



 

May 4/5      20-26 Iyar 

 

20 - Charlotte Korotty 

20 - Molly Goldberg 

21 - Anna Polakoff 

22 - Harold Rogers 

22 - Bertha Schwartz 

22 - Leopold Schwartz 

22 - Bertha Roth 

22 - Leopold Roth 

22 - Stanley Zaenchik 

23 - Rose White 

25 - Florence Kreindler  

25 - Grace Geier 

 

May 11/12       27-29 Iyar 

 

28 - Betty Robbins 

28 - Martin Schneider 

29 - Rebecca Kessler 

 

May 11/12      1-4 Sivan 

 

01 - Mark Thaler 

01 - Roland Galehoff 

01 - Morris Simnowitz 

02 - Joseph Hirsch 

04 - Hyman Cohen 

04 - Eleanor Abbott 

04 - Sarah Antonoff 

04 - Harold Valet 

04 - Sharlene Rubin 

 

May 18/19       5-11 Sivan 

 

06 - Minnie Zaenchik 

08 - Fay Obstbaum 

08 - Ida Hannah Feder 

08 - Harold Rosen 

08 - Lynne Bachrow 

08 - Minnie Madoff 

Yahrzeits 
08 - Leslie Dinerstein 

09 - Murray Feigenbaum 

09 - Bruce Antonoff 

09 - Sidney Kalnitzky 

09 - J. Herbert Kalkstein 

11 - Irving Newman 

11 - Sabri Turkell 

 

 

May 25/26  12-18 Sivan 

 

12 - Isador Tilton 

13 - Jay Alan Feldman 

13 - Samuel Siegel 

14 - Bernard Lorie 

14 - Robert T. Egenberg 

15 - Netta Schachner Aorta 

16 - Max Neuhaus 

18 - Irwin George Lipsky 

18 - Rudolph Bender 

18 - Anne Oberband  

 

June 1/2  19-25 Sivan 

 

19 - Sadie Valet 

19 - Sadie Elkin 

21 - Bertha Deutsch 

21 - Sigmund Deutsch 

22 - Sally Goldman 

22 - Rose Kelner 

23 - Esther Moskowitz 

23 - Joseph Appel 

3 - Morris Lopman 

24 - Deborah Hochberg 

 

June 8/9  26-30 Sivan 

 

26 - Annie Elrod 

26 - Muni Saslofsky 

27 - Harry Hochberg 

27 - Beatrice Menes 

27 - Zeev Ben Shmuel Ve Pesha 

28 - Samuel Rosenblatt 

28 - Louise Thikoll 

29 - Theresa Hartenstein 

29  - Lillian FaIik 

29 - Sophie Janoff 

30 - Caroline Meyerson 

30 - Celia Bernstein 

  

June 8/9   1/2 Tamuz 

 

01 - Shirley Hamerling 

01 - Maurice Rubin 

01 - Dorathy Reiner  

01 - Wolf Wolman 

01 - Reuben Joseph Thikoll 

01 - Esther Mestell 

02 - Adolph Roth 

02 - June Ellan Mazzolini Jenkins  

Annual donations on behalf of loved 

ones are always appreciated. This 

year provides a special opportunity 

to recognize your departed family 

members with a special  

50th Anniversary commemoration.  

Every dollar amount is much  

appreciated no matter how small.  

You should have received a special 

letter about this and it should also 

give you an opportunity to correct 

any errors in the your special list.  

For more details contact Harvey 

Hamerling of the Ritual Committee 

at harvham@msn.com 



Birthdays 

5/29 Reva Rosenbach 

Anniversaries 

5/16 Carol & Bill Cohen 

 

Honor birthdays and anniversaries of 

friends and family with a 

small donation to Congregation Beth 

Sholom. 

A gift of $18 (Chai — to life!) goes a long 

way! 

Send your donation with a notation about your gift 

to:  

Congregation Beth Sholom PO Box 640024  

Beverly Hills Florida, 34464 

Checks should be made payable to Congregation 

Beth Sholom  





then be merged into the 

greater plan. 

Recently, I have become in-

terested in the study of Prov-

erbs as source of discussion 

and probably some self-

illumination. After all Prov-

erbs is known as The Way of 

the Wise and many life les-

sons can be drawn from it. 

And, what makes it especial-

ly delicious as our initial text 

is brief. It will certainly not be 

like tackling War & Peace. In 

total there are only 31 brief 

chapters. And, that final 

chapter is “A Woman of Val-

or” which we say on Friday 

nights.    

Lifelong learning is a core 

value of Judaism. We study 

to learn “how” and we study 

to learn “why.” 

Your Board of Directors and I 

have been brainstorming ide-

as for adult education for the 

5779 Jewish calendar year 

(2018-2019). Right now 

we’re discussing one to two 

classes per month, to be 

held on different days, giving 

more of you – and the com-

munity – opportunities to at-

tend. These will include book 

club discussions, movie 

nights, cooking classes, a 

speaker series, and the study 

of Jewish texts. We would 

like to fill in the schedule so 

that we’re offering classes 

that you’re interested in par-

ticipating in – or – what you 

might be interested in teach-

ing. Do you have a special 

skill you could share with oth-

ers in the community? 

I would love to know if there 

is a subject that you would 

like to see addressed thru our 

adult education program? 

Adult Learning Plan in the Works 

At both Board and Religious 

committee meetings we 

have been discussing re-

newing Jewish education 

classes at Beth Sholom for 

most of the past year.  

There are some wonderful 

and very interesting ideas 

being floated and a formal 

plan is being developed by 

Sue Pellegrino and her 

committee (see above). I 

have been more focused on 

studies of a religious text 

that, in itself, could be the 

genesis of a wider conver-

sation. My hope is that 

those of us who are interest-

ed can start on our path of 

supportive study that can 

“Wisdom is not a product of schooling but of the lifelong attempt to 

acquire it.” ~ Albert Einstein 

Would you prefer daytime 

or evening classes? Are 

you interested in volun-

teering for the Adult Edu-

cation Committee? Can 

you think of a catchy 

name for our Adult Edu-

cation program? 

I look forward to hearing 

from many of you as we 

move forward with Adult 

Education together. 

~Sue Pellegrino 

Also there is a certain 

Charm in Proverbs as it 

has been written that “each 

one can be confronted and 

applied anew.” Please join 

me for bagels, coffee and a 

“Taste of Proverbs” at 

10:00 AM on Sunday the 

27th of May at Beth Shol-

om for an hour-long discus-

sion and initial exploration 

of Proverbs. You can find 

Proverbs on line at https://

www.mechon-mamre.org/p/

pt/pt2801.htm . Much com-

mentary and insight is 

available on the Web. For 

more information contact 

Bill Cohen (352) 513-2075 

Study A Taste of Proverbs on May 27th at 10 AM with Bill Cohen 

https://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt2801.htm
https://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt2801.htm
https://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt2801.htm


From Hadassah 

Dear members and friends of Hadassah; 

A 
pril was some month!    We celebrated Passover 
with a wonderful short Seder at the Congregation 
then survived Passover eating matzah which did a 
job on my intestines. 

A lot of praying and Yizkor with good attendance at the 
synagogue.    Later Yom Hashoah, Holocaust Memorial Day, with over 100 neighbors including dignitaries and 
clergy in attendance to honor the victims of Nazi atrocities and remember “Never Again.” 

 My daughter Dr. Linda Halderman and I had the honor to recollect my experiences in World War II and to cele-
brate Yom Hazikaron, Israeli Independence Day which this year is celebrated on the 18th of April and where the 
whole of Israel stands still while the sirens are sounded.    Linda’s visit was specifically to the ceremony. 

Carole Delizia lit one of the candles for Hadassah, and I lit one of the six candles in honor of precious Hadassah 
members, Holocaust survivor Charlotte Deutch and devoted Hadassah member Betty Passman whom we lost 
this year.  The Holocaust Memorial was dedicated to Betty Passman and David Bergman another Holocaust 
survivor and husband of one of our Hadassah members Sharon Bergman.   One of Citrus County teachers who 
teaches a Holocaust class in Citrus Springs spoke and 
she mentioned David Bergman and Helmut Trzeshievsky, 
who had both lectured at her classes. 

We also had a woman who showed us a medal from Yad 
Vashem given to her father for saving Jews. 

While Israel celebrate its 70th anniversary of the State of 
Israel, Hadassah has advanced a Zionist vision of building 
bridges to peace ensuring the health and well-being of 
Israel and its people. 

The spirit was captured beautifully in an NBC News docu-
mentary, “While conflict affects daily life, these Israeli and 
Palestinians transplant surgeons at Hadassah (Medical 
Organization) work together to save lives, with no regard 
to political differences.” 

It’s hard to believe that the Hadassah year is almost over.   
We will celebrate with a luncheon at Joe’s restaurant on 
May 11, 2018 at 12 noon.  Everyone is invited. Donation 
of $15 can be made and reservation to Ellen Reuter at 
352-436-4135.  

The wind is howling, and I better finish my letter before the electricity will go out again. 

We are back on Monday, September 18, 2018 (September 10 is Rosh Hashanah). 

I wish all the snowbirds a wonderful summer and I will see you after I come back from Israel full of vigor. 

Shalom,   Miriam 



APRIL KIDDUSH SPONSORSHIPS 
BILL COHEN HONORS HIS MOTHER 

Saturday April 21 Bill Cohen sponsored the Shabbat Kiddush. Here is his story.  

Carol and I sponsored the Shabbos morning Kiddush on April 21 in honor of my mother Sylvia S. Cohen who passed 
away on the 7th of Iyar in 1995. She was 78. My Mom was a one-town gal, living in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania nearly 
her entire life. She was born in 1917 and graduated from high school in Harrisburg at the age of 16; having been ad-
vanced twice through two different half-year periods.  

Her only prolonged absence from 
her native community was a two 
year stint in Johnstown, Pennsyl-
vania during 1929 and 1930 fol-
lowing the death of her mother. 
Her father, Chaim Solomon (for 
whom I am named) was a travel-
ing salesman – pots and pans I 
believe – traveling the east coast 
as far north as Maine. He was 
unable to care for my mother until 
he remarried, ending her hiatus in 
that flood-prone western PA com-
munity.  

Sylvia did not work outside the 
house until my twin sister Sue 
and I entered high school. That 
was the fall of 1961 when she 
was 46. She then worked for 

D&H distributing in various clerical 
and bookkeeping roles until her 
retirement in 1984. Prior to this 
time she assisted my Dad in his 
pharmacy; wrapping gifts for cus-
tomers during the December holi-
day season and sending out 
monthly statements. Yes, this was 
the time when many customers 
had charge accounts at the drug-
store and coffee was 5 cents a 
cup.  

My Mom was an active lifetime 
member of Hadassah, and also 
prominently involved in B’nai Brith 
women and our synagogue’s sis-
terhood. After her retirement from 
D&H she volunteered at the local 
Blind Association. She did wonder-

ful things for her community and for 
her family. We miss her every day. 
She would have been 101. 

Mom had serious surgery in 1991 
and spent the balance of her life in 
the Jewish Home of Greater Harris-
burg. I remember the doctors talk-
ing about her having only weeks to 
live but Carol told me not to listen 
to them as she had recently pur-
chased a nursing home policy with 
a five year term. Carol reminded 
me how frugal my mother had al-
ways been and forecast that she 
would get every day out of that pol-
icy – and she nearly did. During her 
stay at the nursing home she acted 
as the weekend Mashgiach, super-
vising the preparation of the meals 
to ensure they were Kosher.  

Consider Sponsoring a Kiddush and sharing your story in the Shofar. 



Thank You For Your Heartfelt Donations 

General Fund 

In memory of Eddie Ray 
From Lorraine May 

In memory of May Fagan Miller 
From Miriam Fagan 

In memory of Solomon Schlesinger 
From Rachel Lamus 

In memory of David & Hinda  
Schlesinger 

From Rachel Lamus 

In memory of Miriam Lamus Smooha  
From Rachel Lamus 

In memory of Moses Miller 
From Linda Tilton 

In memory of Morris Hartenstein 
From Freida & Gil Hartenstein 

NOTICE:  

If you see an error or omission in 

this list, please contact either the 

President Sharon Weber or  

Shofar Editor Carol  

Cohen (clc5747@gmail.com) 

In memory of William Cubert 
From Rob Cubert 

In memory of Anna Passman 
From Steven Passman 

In memory of Joan Morse 
From Sumner H. Morse 

The 50th Anniversary Yarhzeit 
Donation 

Alan Goldfarb 

Bunny Benstock 
Daphne & Harvey Wein 

Dr. Stanley Antonoff 
Ilene and Ed Simnowitz 

Karl Bachrow 
Leonard Galehoff 

Les Leavitt 
Linda & Jon Tilton 

Lou Harmon 
Marilyn Winograd 

Miriam Fagan 

Reva Rosenbach 
Ro Kerchner & Ed  

Altchek 
Sandy & Sam Schlosberg 

Sherry Wilson 
Sumner Morse 

 
The Kiddush Fund 

Les Leavitt 

The Food Bank 

Lorraine May 



Honoring a birthday or a special event  

Remembering a loved one 

Make a donation to Congregation Beth Sholom 

To facilitate the proper acknowledgement and recording of your donations, please provide the fol-

lowing information with your check. 

 

A donation made by: __________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of/ Memory of: ________________________________________ 

 

Other notes: _________________________________________________ 

Send to: Congregation Beth Sholom, PO Box 640024. Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0024 

JOIN US for a Mediterranean Dinner!  

Please join us for Dinner on Friday, May 11! 

6 PM Kellner Auditorium  

Menu includes: falafel, shakshuka, Israeli salads, Mediterranean dips and pita 

Cost is $10 . Pay at the door. 

Please respond  to Joelle Dinerstein by Monday May 7th (No exceptions) 

at 352-513-5851 or yael28@yahoo.com   

Hope to see you all there ! 





SHAVUOT STUDY SESSION 

& 

CHEESECAKE FESTIVAL 

Saturday, May 19 7:00 PM 

SHAVUOT SERVICES 

Sunday,  May 20 

Shaharit-Morning Service 

9:30 – 11:45 am 

Come celebrate the revolution at Sinai! 

Monday, May 21 

Shaharit-Morning Service  

Yizkor (Memorial) prayers will be recited. 

9:30 – 11:45 am  

Torah Readings in May 2018 

with pages in Etz Haim 

(the red Chumash on the benches at CBS)  

Please see the Beth Sholom e-News sent out weekly 

by Barbara Hamerling for an excellent synopsis of 

each Parashat and every Haftarah.  

Saturday May 5  

Leviticus 22:17 – 23:22; Parashat Emor (Laws gov-

erning the priesthood) 

Pages 722 – 727; 7 Aliyahs plus Maftir 

Haftarah, page 735 - 737; Ezekiel 44:15 – 44:64  

Saturday May 12 

The Torah reading on this Shabbos completes the 

book of Leviticus 

Leviticus 25:39 – 26:46; Double Parashot - Behar and 

Bechoukotai (laws, rules and instructions) 

Pages 744 – 753; 7 Aliyahs plus Maftir 

Haftarah, page 759 - 761; Jeremiah 32:6 – 32:27 

Saturday May 19 

The Torah reading starts the book of Numbers 

Numbers 2:1 -3:13; Parashot B’Midbar (wilderness) 

Pages 774 – 779; 7 Aliyahs plus Maftir 

Haftarah, pages 787 - 790; Hosea 2:1 – 2:22 

Shavuot Day 1 ~ Sunday May 20 

The Torah reading contains the Ten Commandments 

Exodus 19:1 – 20:23; Parashat Yitro; Pages 436 – 

450; 5 Aylihas  

Numbers 28:26 – 31; Parashat Pinchas; Pages 932 – 

933; Maftir  

Haftarah, pages 1321 – 1324; Ezekiel 1:1 – 28 and 

3:12 

Shavuot Day 2 ~ Monday May 21 

The Torah reading contains a summary of the Jewish 

Festivals 

Deuteronomy 15:19 – 16:17; Parashat R’Eih; Pages 

1080 – 1084; 5 Aylihas  

Numbers 28:26 – 31; Parashat Pinchas; Pages 932 – 

933; Maftir  

Haftarah, pages 1326 – 1328; Habakkuk 3:1 - 19 

 

Saturday May 26   

Numbers 5:11 – 6:27; Parashat Nasso (Second census of the Le-

vites) 

Pages 796 – 805; 7 Aliyahs plus Maftir 

Haftarah, pages 813 - 815; Judges 13:2 – 13:25    



Contact Us 

Phone: 352-746-5303 

Congregation Beth Sholom 

102 Civic Circle 

Mailing Address 

PO Box 640024 

Beverly Hills, FL 

34464-0024  

www.bethsholomcitrus.org 

Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/

bethsholomcitrus/ 

    

 

Send comments and submis-

sions for the Shofar to Carol 

Cohen at clc5747@gmail.com 

Board of Directors 
 

President— Sharon Weber  

Vice President— Bill Cohen 

Treasurer— Rochelle Kerchner 

Secretary— Barbara Hamerling  

At-Large Board Members 

Expires Feb 2020 

Susan Johnson 

Jon Tilton 

Sherry Wilson 

The Shofar is an Official Publication of The Beverly Hills Jewish Center/Congregation Beth Sholom, Inc. 

 

Expires Feb 2019 

Ed Altchek 

Harvey Hamerling 

Les Leavitt 

 

Congregation Beth Sholom 

PO Box 640024 

Beverly Hills, Florida 34464-0024 
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