
THE SHOFAR 
Mark Your Calendar! 

Special Shabbat Dinner 

Friday May 10 at 6 PM 

Board Meeting 

Sunday May 12 at 10 AM 

Congregational Meeting 

Sunday May 19 at 10 AM 

Mondays with the Cantor 

Monday May 13 at 7 PM 

Monday June 3 at 7 PM 

Trivia Night 

Tuesday May 14 at 7 PM 

Greetings to all from:  

Ro Kerchner & Ed Altchek 

Diane & Alan Apfelbaum 

Bunny Benstock 

Sherry & Manny Bloch 

Carol & Bill Cohen 

Miriam Fagan 

Leslie R. Leavitt 

Lucille Poch 

Irene & Harvey Roberts 

Ilene & Ed Simnowitz 

Marcie & Chuck Tuegel 

Sherry Wilson 

CONGREGATION BETH SHOLOM   MAY 2019 ⚫  NISAN-IYAR 5779 

Our Community Seder 5779 



Candle Lighting Times 

Shabbat  Friday,  May 3  

Light Candles 8:40 PM    

Saturday, May 4  

Shabbat Ends 8:45 PM 

Shabbat  Friday, May 10  

Light Candles 7:53 PM    

Saturday, May 11  

Shabbat  Ends 8:50 PM 

Shabbat Friday, May 17  

Light Candles 7:57 PM    

Saturday, May 18  

Shabbat Ends 8:55 PM 

Shabbat Friday, May 24  

Light Candles 8:01 PM 

Saturday, May 25  

Shabbat  Ends 9:00 PM 

Shabbat Friday May 31 

Light Candles 8:05 PM 

Saturday June 1 

Shabbat Ends 9:04 PM 

M 
any people imagine that the way we carry out Jewish rituals and tradi-
tions comes straight from Divine commandment. But the way we carry 
out Jewish tradition is the result of human debate, argument and often 

creative compromise. I’ll never tell you there is only one interpretation of any law 
or one way to carry out a commandment, because our tradition has constantly 
been reinterpreted throughout the ages, and continues to be today. We compro-
mise. Not because one way is “wrong” and one way is “right.” We compromise to 
show respect to the validity of a variety of interpretations and to do what is  
relevant for our current situation. That is the Jewish way. Two Jews — three  
opinions. One page of Talmud encompasses many opinions. There is never only 
one answer. So let’s look at a great example of compromise in Jewish law that  
embodies this view. Take the example of the direction that we hang a mezuzah on 
a doorpost.  

Way back in the 11th century, Rashi, a French rabbi and commentator, opined that 
when you put up your mezuzah, it should be hung vertically (Rashi and Tosafot on 
Menahot 33a). But then Rashi’s grandson came along. He’s known as Rabbenu 
Tam, and he wrote that a mezuzah should be affixed horizontally, because the Ten 
Commandments and the scrolls were kept horizontally in the Temple. 

A hundred and fifty years later Rabbi Jacob Ben Asher, also sometimes called the 
Tur, was writing his book of Jewish law, the Arbaah Turim. In it, Ben Asher suggests 
that the way to hold by the precedents of both Rashi and Rabbenu Tam was to split 
the difference, and affix your mezuzah at a slant (pointing into the room). (Yoreh 
Deah 289) 

Three hundred years later this view was codified again by the Rema, a commenta-
tor, who noted that slanting a mezuzah had become the common custom among 
Ashkenazi Jews. Sephardi and Mizrahi Jews today still hang their mezuzot vertically. 
The people make the decision, not the Divine. Some Jews do it one way; some do it 
another way. Neither way is the only “right” way. Each way became an accepted 
custom. 

So when you walk through a door and notice your slanted mezuzah, think of how 
this tradition acknowledges the ways multiple voices and perspectives are welcome 
and encouraged in Jewish life. There may be a better or worse way to do some-
thing, but there is never one way to do something. That is the key to an ever evolv-
ing, and lasting Judaism. 

Parts of this essay are based on an article by the staff of myjewishlearning.com 

CANTOR ALISA FORMAN 

 

There’s not  “one right way” to carry out traditions: The Mezuzah 



If everyone just did  

ONE thing … 

Consider a Mitzvah of 

the Month!  

Sponsor a Kiddish 

Help with a Shabbat Dinner 

Donate the cost of a dinner 

   out to the Food Bank 

Your small effort each month 

helps sustain our shul!  

INSIGHTS INTO THE STORY OF RUTH WITH CANTOR FORMAN 
ANCIENT AND MODERN THEMES AND INSPIRATIONS 

MONDAY, MAY 13TH AND JUNE 3RD AT 7:00 PM 

 

 “Do not urge me to leave you, to turn back and not fol-

low you. For wherever you go, I will go; wherever you 

lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and 

your God my God.” (Ruth, 1:16) 

In June, those beautiful words will be recited on Shavuot 

morning as we recite the story of Naomi and the loyalty 

and love shown to her by her Moabite daughter-in-law, 

Ruth. The story tells how Ruth refuses to abandon her 

mother-in-law and how she eventually meets and mar-

ries Boaz. Megillat Ruth has inspired both classical and 

modern commentators, artists and poets.  

In May, in honor of Mother’s Day, we will focus on the mother/daughter relationship in the book and 

other female perspectives. In June we will focus on the meaning of the book in the context of the  

upcoming Jewish holiday. Come join Cantor Forman at 7:00 on May 13th and June 3rd as we ex-

plore the beautiful Book of Ruth. 



From the President 

I 
 sincerely hope that everyone had a blessed Passover and enjoyed the Community Seder. A 
very special thank you goes to Sue and Lu Pellegrino, Marcie Tuegel, and Sherry Wilson for 
the outstanding effort that they put forth into preparing our Passover Seder. It was one we 

will not soon forget. Thank you all for a job well done. Cantor Forman was wonderful. She did a 
beautiful job both Friday evening leading the Seder and at Saturday services.  
 
For those of you who haven't heard the wonderful news, Cantor Forman will be staying with us 
another year. I am very excited that she has decided to remain with us. She has had a powerfully 
positive impact on this congregation.  It's almost like we are a brand-new group.  
I don't know how many of you are aware that she will be getting her Doctorate in Ministry next 
month. We wish her all the luck in the world. Now we will have to address her as Cantor Doctor 
Forman. We will all celebrate when she gets back.  
 
And now for a friendly reminder. We need kiddush sponsors. I am in the process of working on 
May and June and save for the first two weeks of June, I have many available weeks. Without a 
sponsor, we must dip into our kiddush fund.  Sponsoring the kiddush is not only easy but very 
meaningful to the congregation. So please search your hearts and try to help. I know that the 
same people are doing it time and time again.  Share the burden and get together with a couple 
of friends to do it!  
 
We are still in the planning stages of upcoming  
activities for your enjoyment. We will keep you 
abreast as further details unfold.  
Sharon R Weber 



Community Commemorates Yom HaShoah  

Each year, we hold a commemoration of Yom HaShoah. This year was particularly poign-

ant with the horrific shooting at a synagogue on Shabbat where many people were saying 

Yiskor. In addition to a movie and other elements of the program, Cantor Doctor Alisa  

Forman gave her response to over 100 attendees at our Holocaust Remembrance Day 

program Sunday afternoon. 

"Our hearts go out to the people of the Poway Chabad. We echo the words of Rabbi  

Yonah Fradkin, executive director of Chabad of San Diego County who said, ‘In the face 

of senseless hate we commit to live proudly as Jews in this glorious country,’ He contin-

ues, ‘We strongly believe that love is exponentially more powerful than hate. We are deep-

ly shaken by the loss of a true woman of valor, Lori Kaye, who lost her life solely for living 

as a Jew.’ As we commemorate the Holocaust, which so horrifically annihilated so many of 

our people, we are at a loss to see that hatred and violence against our people has be-

come almost commonplace in our own back yards and that our people are still martyrs. 

We condemn the violence and we renew our commitment to finding a path to peace. 

Though we are all shaken by this frightening event, we will never forget what has befallen 

our people and we will keep our promise to work for a world in which all acts of hate will 

completely cease." 



Pesach 5779 at Congregation Beth Sholom 





From Hadassah 

Dear members and friends of Hadassah, Beverly Hills Chapter: 

I first have to brag that I have my first ever grandchild, 

a grand-daughter — MaLee, Jasmine Jane  

Fagan who lives with her father and mother in  

Thailand. 

Now to Hadassah business.    Whoever missed the 

Women’s Seder missed something special!   Cantor 

Alisa Forman did a great job of conducting a most  

unusual Seder.  At long last, we women have some-

thing to say at the Seder! 

Our last meeting of the year will be the End-of-the-Year Luncheon!  It will be on TUESDAY, 

MAY 14, 2019  at Angelo’s Restaurant.   Call Louise Katz at 352-637-9531. 

We still have Hadassah cards and tree certificates for all occasions. 

I wish you all a happy summer and see you in September! Shalom 

Miriam Fagan 

AND THE ANSWER IS ... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There’s a new trivia game in town. Congregation Beth Sholom has its very own version of trivia, 
open to the entire community. Trivia will be held on the second Tuesday of every month starting at 
7:00 PM, doors open at 6:30. We’ll be playing in Kellner Auditorium. For a cost of $10 per person, 
you can play trivia and enjoy some snacks. Water and iced tea will be served. 

Organize your own team (4-player minimum/8-player maximum) or play at a mixer table with new 
friends.  Advance reservations are strongly suggested, especially if you’re  
hoping to play at a mixer table. Pay at the door. Monetary prizes will be rewarded to the teams 
coming in first and second place and a 50/50 raffle will be held. Please check our Facebook page 
(Congregation Beth Sholom of Citrus County) or our website (bethsholomcitrus.org) for updated 
information. 

http://www.bethsholomcitrus.org


Honoring a birthday or a special event  ~ Remembering a loved one 

Make a donation to Congregation Beth Sholom 

To facilitate the proper acknowledgement and recording of your donations, please provide the  

following information with your check. 

A donation made by: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of/ Memory of: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Other notes: __________________________________________________________________ 

Send to: Congregation Beth Sholom, PO Box 640024. Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0024 

Let’s Celebrate!! Join us for a special Shabbat Dinner to honor our Cantor, Alisa For-

man, who received her Doctorate of Ministry recently, and also to celebrate  

Israel Independence Day. The service, preceding the dinner, will include special pray-

ers for Israel.  

FRIDAY, MAY 10 AT 6 PM  

KELLNER AUDITORIUM 
The menu will include :  Israeli Salad, Falafel in pita 

with lettuce, tomato, and tzatziki sauce, orzo salad, 

shakshuka, homemade hummus, Salad Caprese, a 

few other salads and, of course, cake. 

The dinner will be $10 per person with payment at the door.  Please RSVP by 

email or phone by Sunday, May 5 To Marcie Tuegel (marciejoy@outlook.com or 

352-513-4629) 

Please consider a donation in honor of Cantor Doctor Forman using the form below. 

Please join us for this special dinner celebrating Israel Independence and honoring 

Cantor Forman, who has made a positive impact on our congregation with her musical 

talent, knowledge, spirituality, and enthusiasm.   

Congratulations to Cantor Forman on her birthday in May, 

the renewal of her contract, and achieving her Doctorate! 



Yahrzeits 
07 - Josef Ternbach 
07 - Sara Abraham Papo 
07 - Abraham Benzion Papo 
07 - Sylvia Cohen 
09 - Abraham Krim 
09 - Fanny Altchek 
10 - Dr. Joseph Pomerance 
10 - Louis Greenstein 
10 - Joseph Weissman 
10 - Jack Habib 
11 - Rachel Michaelis 
11 - Corrine Frey 
11 - Raymond Kurtz 

 
MAY 17/18             

12-18 Iyar 

 

12 - Lena Zimon 
12 - Eddie Ray 
13 - Martin Schwartz 
 

MAY 17/18         

12-18 Iyar 
 

13 - Iris Antonoff 
14 - Betty Siegel 
15 - Betty Boyle 
15 - Jack Kwartner 
15 - Rosemarie Antonoff 
16 - Daniel Rogers 
17 - Joseph Weiss 
17 - Sylvia Goldman 
17 - Sara Anne Gordon 
17 - Irving Fishman 
18 - Michael Morse 
18 - Albert Toblin 
 

APRIL 26/27  22-28 Nisan 

23 - Fanny Neff 

24 - George Zimmerman 

25 - George Taylor    

26 - William Cubert 

26 - Helen Gelsky    

26 - Miriam Lamus Smooha 

27 - Jean Morse 
28 - May Fagan Miller 

MAY 3/4 

29-30 Nisan, 1-5 Iyar 

 

29 - Anna Passman 
29 - Abraham Cohen 
30 - Melvin Tobias 

1-5 Iyar 

01 - Moses Miller 

02 - Ann Saslow 

05 - Alfred Morgenthau 

 

MAY 10/11             

6-11 Iyar 

 

06 - Fannie Golsdstein 
06 - Anne Israel 
06 - Morris Hartenstein 
06 - Nathalie Kaufer 

MAY 24/25  19-25 Iyar 

 
19 - Camilla Weiss 
20 - Charlotte Korotty 
20 - Molly Goldberg 
20 - Alexander Trieber 
21 - Anna Polakoff 
22 - Harold Rogers 
22 - Bertha Schwartz 
22 - Leopold Schwartz 
22 - Bertha Roth 
22 - Leopold Roth 
22 - Stanley Zaenchik 
23 - Rose White 
25 - Florence Kreindler  
25 - Grace Geier 
 

MAY 31/JUNE 1   

19-25 Iyar/1-3 Sivan 
 

28 - Betty Robbins 
28 - Martin Schneider 
28 - Freida Hartenstein 
29 - Rebecca Kessler 
 

1-3 Sivan 

 
01 - Mark Thaler 
01 - Roland Galehoff 
01 - Morris Simnowitz 
02 - Joseph Hirsch 





PLEASE NOTE:   

All deceased whose names 

are mounted on plaques on 

the Memorial Boards in our 

sanctuary will have the me-

morial lights lit during the He-

brew month of their yahrzeit 

and on all  holidays when Yiz-

kor is recited. Please contact 

Les Leavitt  at 352-527-

0698. 

Thank You For Your Heartfelt Donations 

General Fund  

In honor of my beloved  
grand-daughter 

MaLee Jasmine Jane Fagan 
From Miriam Fagan 

In memory of David Schlesinger 
From Rachel Lamus 

In honor of Manny Bloch’s  
85th birthday 

From Bunny Benstock 

In memory of Herbert Solkoff 
From Leslie R. Leavitt 

Think about something YOU could do and let Sharon Weber know!  

She and all of Congregation Beth Sholom will be most grateful.  

 

Honor birthdays and anniversaries 

of friends and family with a 

small donation to  

Congregation Beth Sholom. 

A gift of $18 (Chai — to life!) goes a long way! 

Send your donation with a notation about your gift to:  

Congregation Beth Sholom PO Box 640024  

Beverly Hills Florida, 34464 

Checks should be made payable to  

Congregation Beth Sholom  

In memory of Hinda Schlesinger 
From Rachel Lamus 

In memory of Cheryl Burke 
From Isabelle Grenitz-Hutchins 

In memory of Miriam Smooha 
From Rachel Lamus 

In memory of Jean Morse 
From Sumner Morse 

In memory of William Cubert 
From Rob Cubert 

In memory of my dear friend 
Harvey Wein 

From Miriam Fagan 

In memory of Edith Chordock 
From Barbara Jaffe 

In honor of Bill & Carol Cohen 
From Miriam Fagan 



Birthdays 
5/6 Cantor Alisa Forman 
5/29  Reva Rosenbach 

SUNSHINE & TRIBUTE CARDS 

When you buy a birthday,  

anniversary or get well card you 

can also support our synagogue 

by purchasing a Tribute Card.  Call 

Tribute Card Maven Les Leavitt 

(352-527-0698) or email  

lesleav864@gmail.com and he will 

send your Tribute Card for just $5. 

Put “Tribute Card” in the subject 

line of your email.  

R’FUAH SH’LEIMAH 

Please let President Sharon Weber 

know if you or a loved one is ill 

and would like to be added to the 

Mi Shebeirach list for  Shabbat 

services.  It is best to call or send 

the message in the form of an 

email.  

Anniversaries 

5/16 Carol & Bill Cohen 



Patron Program Off to a Positive Start 
By Bill Cohen 

 
Our new Patron program for Congregation Beth Sholom is rolling out with a very positive start and sincere interest from 
many quarters. We now have two patrons and a few more who have indicated they will be signing on soon.  
 
At an annual contribution of $180, donations from each patron bring in funding at close to half of the basic membership 
amount. Projecting ahead, once we attract as many patrons as we have members, our stabilized base funding will have 
increased by 50%. Each of you reading this report is now asking: How in the world will that ever be possible?  
 
Here is the plan. The opportunities are enormous; but every one of us will have to step up. First, there are probably 10 
time as many Jewish people who reside in this regional area as we have members. Second, there are likely individuals 
living elsewhere who have an affiliation to CBS because of a close relative, or many of us may have relatives and friends 
who would welcome a role in directly supporting our synagogue. Third, the Patron program is open to all who reside in 
our community (irrespective of religious affiliation) who want to have a personal role in safeguarding a center for  
Conservative Judaism. 
 
The action every member of our congregation needs to take is for each of us to attract one new Patron this year. Just 
one person, over the remaining nine months of this fiscal year. The new Patrons are welcome to pay their $180 annual 
contribution at the rate of $15 per month; an amount not far off from an adjustment in a utility bill or a nice tip at your 
favorite restaurant.  Focusing on the future of our congregation and going down this path together we can surely achieve 
financial security. 
 
Please encourage non-members to become a Patron and mail their contribution (indicating "Patron") to the: Beverly Hills 
Jewish Center, PO Box 640024, Beverly Hills, FL 34465. For more information, call Bill Cohen, 352-513-2075. 





Contact Us 

Phone: 352-746-5303 

Congregation Beth Sholom 

102 Civic Circle 

Cantor Alisa Forman, Spiritual Leader 

Mailing Address 

PO Box 640024  Beverly Hills, FL 

34464-0024  

www.bethsholomcitrus.org 

Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/bethsholomcitrus/ 

Send comments and submissions for the  

Shofar to Carol Cohen at clc5747@gmail.com 

Board of Directors 
 

President— Sharon Weber  

Vice President— Bill Cohen 

Treasurer— Rochelle Kerchner 

Secretary— Barbara Hamerling  

At-Large Board Members 

Expires Feb 2020 

Susan Johnson 

Sherry Wilson 

Open Seat 

 

Expires Feb 2021 

Ed Altchek 

Harvey Hamerling 

Les Leavitt 

By creating a bequest for 

Congregation Beth Sholom, you 

can help make the difference to 

ensure and shape the future 

of Conservative Judaism in 

Citrus County and Florida's 

Nature Coast.  Bequests are gifts 

by Will from thoughtful people 

who wish to help carry on the 

good works and services of 

Congregation Beth Sholom. You 

may make a bequest using a 

Will, Trust, Retirement Assets, 

or Life Insurance. 

REMEMBER 

Patron 

Glenda Barnes 


