
THE SHOFAR 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Adult Education 

Sun June 6 10:30 

(Zoom) 

Bingo 

Tues June 8 & July 13 7:00 

PM 

(Zoom) 

Board Meeting 

Sun June 13  10:00  

(Sanctuary) 

Doo Wop Concert 

June 26 7:00  

(Kellner Auditorium) 

Greetings to all from:  

Ro Kerchner & Ed Altchek 

Bunny Benstock 

Sherry & Manny Bloch 

Carol & Bill Cohen 

Miriam Fagan 

Barbara & Harvey Hamerling 

Louis and Evelyn Harmon 

Les Leavitt 

Sue and Lou Pellegrino 

Irene and Harvey Roberts 

CONGREGATION BETH SHOLOM   JUNE/JULY 2021 ⚫  SIVAN/TAMMUZ/AV 5781 

A Return to Our Sanctuary 

Cantor Alisa Forman leads the service from the bima 

for those present and for those still on Zoom. 

It is almost impossible to believe that 

we have been isolated in our homes 

since March 13, 2020. That was the 

day COVID 19 (named for 2019 when it 

was discovered) was declared a pan-

demic. And right away we personally 

knew  people who were sick and  

ultimately died.  And that is when we all 

learned to meet virtually.  

With the agility of Olympic gymnasts 

Cantor Forman and President Barbara 

Hamerling developed the protocol for 

services on Zoom. And like every dis-

aster there is always some benefit. 

Proof that God has a sense of humor! 

As we lamented not being able to hug 

and hold our grandchildren or even 

share kiddish lunch at the shul, we met 

new friends and family members who 

joined our services each week from far 

away. That is a treasure.  

Now, more than a year later, we are 

getting vaccinated and beating back 

the virus, enabling us to venture out of our bubble and see 

each other in person. May 22, 2021, was the first Shabbat 

service held in the sanctuary. Careful safety measures were 

taken and Zoom continued for those still uncomfortable. 

Clearly we will have a new normal, but as they once sang on 

the Broadway stage “Who can say if I’ve been changed for 

the better?”  



Friday, July 9, 2021 
Light Candles at 8:13 PM  
Saturday, July 10 
Shabbat Ends 9:11 PM  
 
Friday, July 16  
Light Candles at 8:11 PM  
Saturday, July 17 
Shabbat Ends 9:08 PM  
 
Friday, July 23 
Light Candles at 8:08 PM  
Saturday, July 24 
Shabbat Ends 9:04 PM 
 
Friday, July 30 
Light Candles at 8:04 PM  
Saturday, July 31 
Shabbat Ends 9:00 PM  

CANTOR ALISA FORMAN 

 

Flowers and Judaism: 8 Interesting Facts 

Flowers are an integral part of Jewish life, from the beautiful bouquets many families place on 
Shabbat tables to the floral displays in many synagogues on the holiday of Shavuot. Rich allegories 
in the Torah and Jewish literature compare the Jewish people to flowers in bloom. Here are 8 Jew-
ish facts about flowers. 
Flowers at Mount Sinai 
Jewish tradition relates that at one of the most pivotal moments in Jewish history, when the entire 
Jewish people assembled at the base of Mount Sinai to receive the Torah, this normally barren  
desert mountain was miraculously covered with greenery. 

Candle-Lighting Times May 2021 

Friday, June 4 
Light Candles at 8:07 PM  
Saturday, June 5 
Shabbat Ends 9:06 PM  
 
Friday, June 11 
Light Candles at 8:10 PM  
Saturday, June 12 
Shabbat Ends 9:09 PM  
 
Friday, June 18 
Light Candles at 8:12 PM  
Saturday, June 19 
Shabbat Ends 9:11 PM  
 
Friday, June 25 
Light Candles at 8:14 PM  
Saturday, June 26 
Shabbat Ends 9:12 PM 
 
Friday, July 2 
Light Candles at 8:14 PM  
Saturday, July 3 
Shabbat Ends 9:12 PM  
 

In commemoration of this beautiful moment, many shuls are  
decorated with flowers on Shavuot, the holiday celebrating the  
giving of the Torah. 
 
Flowers on the Menorah 
Flowers were an integral part of the Menorah, the beautiful gold  
candelabra that burned day and night inside the ancient Jewish  
Temple in Jerusalem. Soon after the Jews left slavery in Egypt, God 
instructed them to build a tabernacle – a travelling Temple – in which 
to worship in the desert. A central element of this holy place was the 
Menorah, which was decorated with magnificent flower-shaped  
carvings. Composed of seven branches, the Menorah had a motif of 
almonds, gold knobs and golden flowers (Exodus 25:31-33). 
 
Jewish People Are Compared to a Flower 
Jewish texts compare the Jewish people to a precious flower, worthy 
of being loved and cherished. "Like the rose maintaining its beauty 
among the thorns, so is my faithful beloved among the nations,”   
(Song of Songs 2:2). 
 
Moses’ Flowering Staff 
After leading the Jews out of Egypt to freedom, some of the ancient 
Israelites, led by Korach, rebelled, challenging Moses’ leadership.  
Korach and his followers declared that it was unfair for Moses to ap-
point his own brother Aaron as High Priest in charge of worshipping 
God. God intervened to put a halt to the rebellion, swallowing Korach 
and his followers into the ground. Afterwards, God announced that 
He would send a sign to prove that Aaron was the rightful High Priest: 
leaders of each of the twelve tribes came together, bringing their 
staffs. They each wrote their name on their staff, then planted these 
long-dead pieces of wood into the ground. “It shall be that the man 
whom I shall choose – his staff will blossom…” God announced 
(Numbers 17:20).  A miracle followed and Aaron's staff brought forth 
beautiful buds of the almond tree, a sign that Aaron was their rightful 
spiritual leader. [**We will be reading this portion on June 12. Don’t 
miss it!**] 
 

From flowers at Sinai to Cooking with Flowers 
From an article by Dr. Yvette Alt Miller found on aish.com 
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Blessings over Flowers 
Each spring it’s customary to recite a prayer the first time we see the new flowering of a fruit tree. *[*How useful here in CITRUS  
County for our orange and other fruit trees!**] Typically recited in the Hebrew month of Nissan, it’s possible to recite this springtime 
prayer in a different month if you live in a climate where fruit trees don’t flower in Nissan. On seeing the blossoming, say: Blessed are 
You, Lord our God, King of the Universe, Who has made nothing lacking in His world, and created in it goodly creatures and goodly trees 
to give mankind pleasure. Other Jewish blessings celebrate the beauty of flowers, whatever time of year. Upon smelling the  
flowers of a tree or a shrub (such as roes), recite: Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe, Who creates fragrant trees. Upon 
smelling a flower that is growing in grasses or herbs, it’s customary to say: 
Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe, Who creates fragrant herbage. 
[**I’ve been smelling some wonderful honeysuckle. There are many opportunities to say these blessings where we live.**] 
 
The “Thirteen Petalled Rose” 
The Torah describes God as containing deep wells of mercy. After departing Egypt, the Jews camped in the desert at the foot of Mount 
Sinai; Moses went up the mountain to receive the Torah. While Moses was gone, some Jews became restive, doubting that Moses 
would ever return. In their desperation, they built a golden idol in the form of a cow. When Moses descended the mountain holding 
stone tablets containing Torah, the sounds of idolatrous revelry greeted him: he was so incensed that he threw them down where they 
broke. Instead of giving up on the Jewish people, however, God gave us a second chance. Once more Moses ascended Mount Sinai to 
receive the Torah. Before He bestowed it, God gave Moses a timeless formula for accessing God’s mercy in times of trouble, listing  
thirteen attributes of Divine mercy. “God, God, Compassionate and 
Gracious, Slow to Anger, and Abundant in Kindness and Truth; Pre-
server of Kindness for thousands of generations, Forgiver of Iniquity, 
Willful Sin, and Error, and Who Cleanses…” (Exodus 5-7). Jews  
continue to invoke these 13 qualities today; they are a prominent 
part of the liturgy on Yom Kippur, when we ask God to forgive our 
sins. Using poetic imagery, the Jewish mystical work the Zohar opens 
with a powerful description of Israel as a precious rose surrounded 
by these thirteen attributes of mercy. The image invokes the words 
of King Solomon: “As the rose among the thorns, so is my love 
among the maidens” – a passage that is traditionally seen as a  
metaphor for God’s love of the Jewish people (Song of Songs 2:2). 
“What is the rose?” asks the opening lines of the Zohar. “It is the 
Community of Israel… Just as the rose among the thorns is tinged with red and white, so is the Congregation of Israel affected by the 
qualities of Judgment and Mercy. Just as a rose has 13 petals, the Assembly of Israel is surrounded on all sides by the thirteen attributes 
of Mercy.” (Zohar 1:1a). 
 
Flower Flavors 
For centuries, Jews have cooked with flowers. Rodomilon was an ancient jelly made by Jews in the Middle East that contains quince and 
roses (Jastrow Dictionary). Food historian Gil Marks notes that cooking with roses and rosewater was so common in Middle Eastern 
Jewish communities that the holiday of Shavuot – when many Jews decorate their homes and synagogues with flowers – was some-
times also known as the Festival of Roses. “Accordingly, Middle Eastern Shavuot fare is frequently flavored with rose water, and  
rose-petal preserves are commonly served with the meal.” (Quoted in Encyclopedia of Jewish Food by Gil Marks: 2010.) 
“The old people in my family smelled of roses,” explains Claudia Roden, another Jewish food historian who grew up in a tightly knit  
Jewish community in Egypt. “Houses too smelled of flowers, because petals – rose and jasmine especially – were left in bowls and were 
sometimes scattered on the floor. Distilled rose and orange-blossom waters were used to flavor puddings and pastries.” (Quoted in The 
Book of Jewish Food: An Odyssey From Samarkand to New York by Claudia Roden: 1996). Roden also describes Jewish cooks using the 
delectable flavors of other flowers such as orange blossoms and orchids in their recipes. 
 
Jewish Names 
Not surprising, given flowers’ beauty and the prominent role they play in Jewish thought, there are many beautiful Jewish names relat-
ed to flowers. Here are a few popular floral names. 
Dalia – this means “branch” or “shoot” in Hebrew, and also echoes the name of the flower dahlia. 
Irit – this is a lovely flower found in the Middle East, called asphodel in English 
Nurit – buttercup in Hebrew 
Raizel – rose in Yiddish 
Sigal – violet in Hebrew 
Shoshana – rose in Hebrew 
Yasmin – jasmine in Hebrew 
*So enjoy the flowers during June and July. Let them inspire you to, like a flower, beautify the world with love and good deeds!** 



Honoring a birthday or a special event  ~ Remembering a loved one 

Make a donation to Congregation Beth Sholom 

To facilitate the proper acknowledgement and recording of your donations, please provide the  

following information with your check. 

A donation made by: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of/ Memory of: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Other notes: __________________________________________________________________ 

Send to: Congregation Beth Sholom, PO Box 640024. Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0024 

From the President  

Barbara Hamerling 

352-513-5169  

barb4949@gmail.com 

Haverim, 

We are back in person!!! It was a beautiful, spiritual service. I want to thank Cantor Alisa for all that she does to 

keep our congregation meeting each week.  

Zoom services will continue on Fridays (except when Cantor Alisa is on vacation and nothing in-house on any 

Friday) and Saturdays will be both in-house and Zoom (again except when Cantor Alisa is on vacation).  

We were prepared to meet again. Social distancing and masks were required to come in person. Our Kiddush 

was only wine and challah which seemed to work well. So please come back when you feel you can.  

As for what is happening- In June we are having our usual Bingo on Tuesday, June 8th. We will also have Bingo 

on Tuesday, July 13th. It is a lot of fun and is making some money. Thank you to Sherry Wilson and Marcie  

Tuegel for being our callers.  

Cantor Alisa will be having her Adult Ed on June 6th. And don’t forget about our Doo Wop Show on Saturday, 

June 26th. Cost is $20 a ticket. Tickets going fast!!!  

As always, if you have any concerns or questions, please contact me.  

Barbara Hamerling  

President  



Greeting Card Service Now Available 
Contact Sharon Weber at 847-913-6545.  Just give her the info and she 

will even mail the card for you.  Cost is $3.00 per card. Check your email 
to see the available cards. 

Celebrate 50 Years! 

and neighbors also.   

Make your check payable to Congregation 

Beth Sholom and mail check and stubs to: Sue 

Fendenheim, 1060 W. Skyview Crossing Drive, 

Hernando, FL 34442. Questions or if you need 

additional books, please call:  352-527-8751. 

Thank you and Good Luck! 

Celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Dedication of our Synagogue  Building.   

This is a special year for Congregation Beth Sholom. 

    We are Holding a Raffle! 

Would you like to win some cash to spend on something you always  wanted? You will soon receive raffle books 

which will give you the opportunity to win!  The cost is $5 per ticket or 5 tickets for $20. You can win: $150 Cash 

(1 winner) or $100 Cash (1 winner) Winners will be picked at the September Congregation Meeting on  Sunday, 

September 19, 2021. When you receive the tickets, please fill out the stubs.  And don’t forget to sell to friends 

      BOOK CLUB        
        Wednesday, July 14th, 7:00 PM   

            Button Man by Andrew Gross 

         For more information contact  

                      Sue Pellegrino at  

                choppedherring@aol.com 



LET’S PLAY BINGO! 

 

 

 
Virtual Bingo – VIA ZOOM 

When: Tuesday, June 8, 2021 & Tuesday, July 13, 2021 

Time: 7 PM – Sign on 6:45 PM 

Cost: $2.00 for one card, $5.00 for 3 cards, $10 for 6 cards 

Raffle: $10.00 to participate 

50/50 Raffle – By paying the $10.00 to participate in the raffle, all card numbers you have paid for will be entered into the drawing. 
If your card number is chosen, you will have won 50% of what is taken in. So, the more cards you play, the more chances you have 
to win the 50/50. 

Questions:  Barbara Hamerling 352-513-5169 or barb4949@gmail.com.  This is open to your family and friends.  You do not have 
to live in the area to play.  Please make check payable to CBS and mail to: CBS, P. O. Box 640024, Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0024.  
In the memo, please put number of cards you are purchasing and 50/50 Raffle if you are participating. DEADLINE FOR JUNE IS 
TUESDAY, JUNE 1 AND THE DEADLINE FOR JULY IS TUESDAY JULY 6..   

Cards and link for Zoom sign on will be emailed to you (please provide your name and email address if not a congrega-
tion member) the Sunday before playing. If you want, please print your cards one time if you are using pennies or chips 
or six times if you want to use a dauber. We will be playing seven games.  Game 7 will continue as Game 6 on the same 
board. 

Please email Barbara Hamerling that you are purchasing cards.  Thank you. 

The Second Tuesday of the Month 

mailto:barb4949@gmail.com


Honor birthdays and  

anniversaries of friends and family with a 

small donation to  

Congregation Beth  

Sholom. 

A gift of $18  

(Chai — to life!)  

goes a long way! 

 

Send your donation with a notation about your gift 

to:  

Congregation Beth Sholom  

PO Box 640024   

Beverly Hills Florida, 34464 

 

Checks should be made  

payable to  

Congregation Beth Sholom  

Sunday, June 6 

10:30 AM (Zoom) 

 

Conflict Resolution 

Jewish Values 

Cantor Alisa Forman leads this class. This month’s class will begin with a short animated film on a 
Jewish values and discussion: Conflict Resolution. 

In these divided times in our country, in Israel, and in the world at large, how might we look to the 
Jewish tradition to provide guidance on the topic of Conflict Resolution. In this month’s class, after 
viewing a short animated film on the topic, we will look at the opinions of various rabbis, Jewish 
philosophers, and texts to explore this topic. From the next week’s Torah portion, to Hillel and 
Shammai, to Martin Buber, we will discuss how these Jewish teachings inform our opinions about 
Conflict Resolution. Are these teachings relevant to what is currently going on in our lives and in 
the world? Participate in the learning and share your opinions with the group.  

 



 

PLEASE NOTE  

All deceased whose names are mounted on plaques on the  

Memorial Boards in our sanctuary will have the  

memorial lights lit during the Hebrew month of their yahrzeit and on all  holidays when 

Yizkor is recited.  

Please contact Les Leavitt at 352-513-3157 . 

Yahrzeits 

11 - Nathan Putersznit 
12 - SteIla Tomkiel 
12 - Felice Apter  
12 - Harry Soskis 
13 - Anna Krebs 
13 - Gussie Shagg 
13 - Ann Rosen 
13 - Anna Morse  
13 - Esther Lieb Kaufer 
13 - Anna Treiber 
14 - Bruce R. Dickter 
 
June 25/26 15-21 Tamuz 
 
15 - Murray Apfelbaum 
15 - Edward Leon Klocke 
16 - Hannah Zaglin 
17 - Bertha Lenes 
17 - Morris Lipsky 
17 - Gloria Klavans 
18 - Regina Steuer 
19 - Claire Braffman 
20 - Harry Levinsky 
20 - Louis Greenfield  
20 - Daniel Kellner 

June 4/5  24-30 Sivan 
 
24 - Deborah Hochberg 
26 - Annie Elrod 
26 - Muni Saslofsky 
27 - Harry Hochberg 
27 - Beatrice Menes 
27 - Zeev Ben Shmuel Ve Pesha 
28 - Samuel Rosenblatt 
28 - Louise Thikoll 
29 - Theresa Hartenstein 
29  - Lillian FaIik 
29 - Sophie Janoff 
30 - Caroline Meyerson 
30 - Celia Bernstein 
 
June 11/12     1-7 Tamuz 
 
01 - Shirley Hamerling 
01 - Maurice Rubin 
01 - Dorathy Reiner  
01 - Wolf Wolman 
01 - Reuben Joseph Thikoll 
01 - Esther Mestell 
02 - Adolph Roth 
02 - June Ellan Mazzolini  
        Jenkins  
04 - Judi Ross 
04 - Julius Leshin 
04 - Bertha Schlosberg 
04 - Abraham Rothstein 
05 - Laura Krebs 
05 - Anna Soskis 
05 -Yvette Zaenchik 
06 - Wendel Thornton 
 
June 18/19  8-14 Tamuz 
 
08 - Bayla Greene 
08 - Bea Mintz 
09 - Leo Rosenthal 
09 - Emanuel S. Gordon 
10 - Anna Kimelstein 
10 - Mildred Pomerance 
10 - Louis Simon 
10 - Judith Wiener 
10 - Anna Lavenberg 
11 - Harold Dunning 

21 - Morris Weiner 
21 - Louis Weitz 
 
July 2/3     22-28 Tamuz 
 
22 - Bernie S. Vigor     
22 - Meyer Valet 
23 - Capt. Allen L. Shapero 
26 - Evelyn Lindner 
26 - Isadore Stern 
26 - Anna B. Gordon 
26 - Lillian Rubenstein 
26 - Woodrow Wilson Kaufer 
27 - Solomon Gralla 
27 - Ruth Gudis 
28 - Jimmy Lewis 
28 - Elliot Kerchack 
 
July 9/10   29 Tamuz, 1-6 Av 
 
29 - Abraham Sass 
29 - Charlotte Deutsch 
01 - Sylvia Zimmon 
02 - MolIye Pomerance 

02 - Pearl Norton 
02 - Hyman Bernstein 
03 - Martin Passman 
03 - William Adelberg 
04 - Adeline Hirsch 
04 - Lawrence Israel 
05 - William Wagman 
05 - Jacob Mintz 
06 - Leon Gross 
 
July 16/17      7-13 Av 
 
07 - Lee Rothstein 
08 - Tillie Feuerstein 

SUNSHINE  

&  

TRIBUTE CARDS 

To honor a milestone you can 

also support our synagogue by 

purchasing a Tribute Card.  Call  

or email Tribute Card Maven 

Les Leavitt 352-513-3157  

lesleav864@gmail.com and he 

will send your Tribute Card for 

just $5. Put “Tribute Card” in 

the subject line of your email.  



Beverly Hills Chapel                                                               (352) 746-4551 

5955 N. Lecanto Highway                                                      (352) 746-4646 

Beverly Hills, FL 34465               (352) 489-5363 

www.FeroFuneralHome.com                                 www.FeroMemorial.com 

July 16/17      7-13 Av 
 
09 - Martin Calodney 
10 - Eva Avergun 
10 - Jack Rozenberg 
11 - Julius Jaeger 
12 - Max Levinson 
13 - Abraham Herman 
13 - Anatoly Gorinshteyn 
 
July 23/24  14-20 Av 
 
15 - Ida Siegel 
16 - David Leavitt 
17 - Louis Taxel 
17 - Louis W. Kohler 
17 - Eileen Newman 
18 - Abe Gershenhorn 
18 - Mary Jaffe 
8 - Samuel Rabinoff 
19 - Sigmund Flatow 
20 - Lillian Friedman 
20 - David S Wolfson 
 

July 30/31    21-27 Av 
 
21 - Rav Morris Steckler 
22 - Bessie Benstock 
22 - Thelma Senen 
22 - Hyman Gershenhorn 
22 - Harry Janoff 
22 - Isidore Abrams 
23 - Ralph Weber 
24 - Herman Schayes 
24 - Marion Gross 
25 - Morris Schill 
25 - Harry Meyerson 

26 - Mary Jeffkin 
26 - Lenore E. Shapero 
27 - Samuel Oppenheim 
27 - Morris Wernick 
 
August 6/7 29-30Av,1-4Elul  
 
29 - Sidney Mintz 
30 - Daniel Krantz 
30 - Rose Winderbaum 
01 - Walter Weiner 
01 - Sam Novak 
02 - Solomon Agar 
03 - Celia Gralla 

A Note about the Shofar 

Rather than a three-month Summer Shofar, we decided to 

create one for June and July and one for August and  

September. The High Holidays fall right at the beginning of 

September so it seemed a logical choice.  

Our next issue will come out August 1st and will include the 

details for services and events for the High Holidays. 



In Memoriam: Marija Guilas  

We are met here in remembrance of Marija Guilas, a  

woman full of life and full of love. Marija was the beloved 

wife of Michael, and mother of Anna. She was a beloved 

member of Congregation Beth Sholom and will be missed 

by all.  

Marija was a genuine person, full of life, funny, young in 

character. Michael also praises the valiant and brave  

virtues which characterized her life. Her early life was full 

of hurdles and difficulties as she was born in Yugoslavia 

during troubled times. Her father was shot dead at war, 

betrayed by brothers of pro-Nazi persuasion,  so she lived 

with her widow mother and her 5 other sisters. 

Marija witnessed the state militia of socialist Yugoslavia rob 

them of their livelihood, first their unique cow, then the 

white shegoat which was under Marija’s stewardship. They 

were left destitute and her mother died the from  

malnutrition. 

When Marija was a teenager, she was in charge of the 

younger children after all her older sisters left home and 

scattered. She received only three years of formal school-

ing and then quickly went to work at the rural Cooperative 

doing the tedious job of loading corn ears into trailers. 

There she was abused by a worker member of the party. 

She resigned the next day, having been shamed and not 

daring to complain. She was overwhelmed by grief and 

after that could never reconcile with secular authorities. 

Her little sister joined the group of sisters, and began to 

wander from one location and one job to another. Her 

chief setback came from her critical sisters of whom she 

had expected some kindness. Sometimes homeless, she was 

picked up by the police for wandering without the formal ID 

papers. She was put in jail three times without due process. 

When the authorities suggested the country does not need 

“trash like her,” she challenged them to show her the way 

out of the country which was then surrounded by barbed 

wire. One authority did show her the way out. She walked 

out once, failed, then the second time, she walked for six 

weeks, through the woods and wastelands, eating only ber-

ries and wild plants.  

When she arrived in Northern Italy near the French border, 

she swam the two kilometers along the coast avoiding the 

border controls and landed on a French beach. There she 

surrendered to the French Gendarmes (or rangers) who gave 

her a sandwich and a voucher to obtain shelter. Unfortunate-

ly the shelter was a three-hour drive from there and she had 

no money to get there. But because of her grit, because she 

never gave up, she got there and found love in the process. 

She met a man who ended up sponsoring Marija’s legal and 

permanent residency who eventually became her husband 

and the father of daughter, Anna. Sadly, he died a few years 

later of a chronic illness. 

Many years later Marija met Michael. Marija and Michael 

shared a special bond of love and devotion to each other. 

We often think of our synagogue as a structure on Civic Circle but in 

reality it is the members. Current members, former members and 

those beloved members we have lost. We usually only learn of a  

member’s life story in their eulogy. At the end of May, we lost a  

beloved member of our Congregation and a regular participant in  

Saturday morning services. At her funeral, one asked “Who will now 

open the ark with Marija no longer with us?” Cantor Alisa Forman 

shared this beautiful and compelling story of Marija’s life in her  

eulogy. With respect for Marija and in her memory we share it with 

you here. 

Happier time with Michael and Marija Guilas and Bill Cohen. 



When Michael and Marija met in a car 

park, as tourists in Frankfurt, Germany, 

they exchanged addresses and phone 

numbers. In 1980, they decided to date 

for one year, and now they have been 

married for 40 years. The families 

merged with Marija’s Anna and 

Michael’s son, Serge, getting along well 

together. 

Marija and Michael battled many of life’s 

hurdles together. From fostering three 

violent orphans from Colombia to 

battling Marija’s multiple bouts with 

cancer, they strengthened each other 

and supported each other.  

They also shared many joys together. 

Traveling was a love they shared and 

after they moved from France to Eng-

land, they were able to visit places all 

over the world in comfort and luxury, a 

new experience for Marija. They visited 

such places as Belize, Guatemala, Great 

Britain, the U.S. (three times), the  

Canary Islands and Spain. She even had 

the courage to return to Yugoslavia and 

carry her head high. Marija’s favorite 

place was Israel which they visited four 

times and which inspired them on their 

journey as Zionists and to Judaism. They 

celebrated a Jewish wedding complete 

with Chuppah and Ketubah, in 2015 

after they both completed their conver-

sion to Judaism. 

After Michael’s retirement, Marija was 

thrilled to move to Florida because she 

would be living close to Anna.  She also 

loved Michael’s former brother-in-law, 

Ron, his wife Lynn and his son-in-law, 

Terry, who unfortunately died right be-

fore they moved here. 

Even though Marija struggled with lan-

guage barriers when she was a refugee 

in France, and also living in anglo coun-

tries like the UK and US, barriers which 

made it difficult to socialize, still, peo-

ple always felt her warmth and they 

would pick up on her easy-going nature 

and playful personality.  

I had the pleasure of knowing Marija 

from the synagogue. I could always rely 

on her to open the ark on a Shabbat 

morning. Even though I had trouble 

remembering my French and she strug-

gled with the English, I always felt her 

warmth. She was always laughing and 

finding something funny. Michael was 

always there to serve as interpreter 

with patience and love.  

She told me about her swimming and 

exercise and she even indulged me by 

letting me sing her the one song I know 

in Serbo-Croatian. She was patient as 

I’m sure my language probably didn’t 

make a lot of sense to her. You always 

smiled when you saw Marija and  

Michael together. Something just 

seemed right with the world when they 

were together. Michael never left  

Marija alone when she might be  

challenged by the social situation due 

to language.  

Marija was an authentic character. She 

needed to meditate and pray to God in 

her garden. Over the past 25 years she 

developed a great skill of creating  

vegetable gardens, and you could often 

find her diligently tilling, watering, 

planting, and nurturing fruits and  

vegetables.  

Michael says that when her soul 

arrives in Gan Eden and she is 

asked where she comes from, she 

will answer “Mei HaGan” -- “I am 

from the garden.” He says that is 

where the hands are smeared with 

goodness (soil) but not with sin. 

Marija knows the Master of the 

Universe has given each one of us a 

span of years to live, and 70 was 

set as a norm. She expressed her 

gratitude for the eight extra years 

she was given, and she always 

forged her own path.  

We thank God today for the life of 

Marija Guilas.  We thank God that, 

like the weary river, she has flowed 

peacefully to the sea, no longer to 

suffer the vagaries of the illness 

that claimed her.  We thank God 

for the beautiful years she shared 

with her beloved Michael, years 

spent in devotion and dedication to 

her caring family.  We thank God 

for the acts of kindness she per-

formed for friend and stranger 

alike, and for the compassionate 

kindness of her heart.  To such a 

life do we bid farewell today. 

“Zecher Tzaddik Livracha.” May her 

memory be for a blessing. 



Congregation Beth Sholom Citrus County 

Invites you to a Doo Wop Night 

featuring Jim McGreevey  formerly with Lola and the Saints 

Date:  Saturday, June 26, 2021 Time:  7:00 PM 

Address:  Kellner Auditorium  92 Civic Circle, Beverly Hills, FL 

Cost:  $20.00 per person 
 

For reservations please call: Barbara Hamerling – 352-746-5303 Masks required.    
Seats will be social-distanced and sanitizer available.  



Birthdays 

6/2 Sharon Weber 

6/10 Michele Bachrow 

6/18 David Zaglin 

6/18   Susan Pellegrino 

6/18   Jon Tilton 

6/25 Miriam Fagan 

Thank You  For Your Heartfelt Donations 

In memory of  

Theresa Hartenstein  

From Gil Hartenstein 

In memory of Isador Tilton  

From Jon Tilton 

In memory of Roland Galehoff  

From Leonard Galehoff 

In memory of Morris Lopman  

From Malka Lamus 

In memory of Lynne and  

Albert Bachrow  

From Karl Bachrow 

In memory of Anna Passman  

From Steve Passman 

In memory of Grandmother,  

Rebecca Kessler 

From Bernice Benstock 

 

In memory of Stanley Zaenchik 

From Bernice Benstock 

 In memory of Minnie Zaenchik  

From Bernice Benstock 

In memory of Netta Schachner 

Aorta and Zeev Ben Shmuel  

ve Pesha  

From Miriam Fagan 

In memory of Irvin Lande, 

Father-in-law  

From Brian Lande 

In Honor of Alisa Forman's  

Birthday  

From Joy Fish 

In Honor of Alisa Forman  

From Sue and Lou Pellegrino 

In Honor of Cantor Alisa Forman  

You are the Best!  

From Sheila Abrahams 

In celebration of the golden  

anniversary of the synagogue  

From Irene and Harvey Roberts 

 

 

6/1 Susan & Richard Fendenheim 

6/12 Dr. Leonard & Gail Calodney 

6/14 Caryn & Gary Harmon 

6/22 Michele & Neil Bachrow 

7/4 Audrey & Sheldon Guss 

Anniversaries 

6/25   Marty Rosman 

6/27 Shelly Alden 

7/10 Bill Cohen 

7/12 Jacqueline Davis 

7/13 Dalia Halpern 

7/7 Diane & Alan Apfelbaum 

7/30 Ilene & Ed Simnowitz 



Contact Us 

Phone: 352-746-5303 

Congregation Beth Sholom 

102 Civic Circle 

Cantor Alisa Forman, Spiritual Leader 

Mailing Address 

PO Box 640024  Beverly Hills, FL 

34464-0024  

www.bethsholomcitrus.org 

Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/bethsholomcitrus/ 

Send comments and submissions for the  

Shofar to Carol Cohen at clc5747@gmail.com 

Board of Directors 
 

President — Barbara Hamerling 

Vice President — Sharon Weber 

Treasurer — Rochelle Kerchner 

Secretary — Harvey Hamerling  

At-Large Board Members 

Expires Feb 2022 

OPEN 

Sherry Wilson 

Marcie Tuegel 

 

Expires Feb 2023 

Ed Altchek 

Sue Johnson 

Les Leavitt 

By creating a bequest for 

Congregation Beth Sholom, you 

can help make the difference to 

ensure and shape the future 

of Conservative Judaism in 

Citrus County and Florida's 

Nature Coast.  Bequests are gifts 

by Will from thoughtful people 

who wish to help carry on the 

good works and services of 

Congregation Beth Sholom. You 

may make a bequest using a 

Will, Trust, Retirement Assets, 

or Life Insurance. 

REMEMBER 


