
THE SHOFAR 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Board Meeting 

Sun Apr 11 10:00 

(Sanctuary) 

Bingo 

Tues Apr 13 7:00 PM 

(Zoom) 

Adult Ed 

Sun Apr 18 10:30-12  

(Zoom) 

Book Club  

Wed Apr 21 7:00 PM 

(Zoom)  

Greetings to all from:  

Ro Kerchner & Ed Altchek 

Bunny Benstock 

Sherry & Manny Bloch 

Carol & Bill Cohen 

Miriam Fagan 

Barbara & Harvey Hamerling 

Louis and Evelyn Harmon 

Les Leavitt 

Irene and Harvey Roberts 

CONGREGATION BETH SHOLOM   APRIL 2021 ⚫  NISSAN/IYAR 5781 

Seder by Zoom Dayenu! 
If we only held a seder by Zoom  

and not a chance to be together — 

Dayenu! We would be grateful. This 

year we went beyond with Sue 

Johnson conjuring up a Passover 

feast. She cooked for days—literally 

and then packaged up the dinners 

which we picked up in a drive-

through! Ro Kirschner was chopping 

carrots. Matzah Ball Soup, turkey 

and carrots with potatoes! Just  

delicious. And Carol and Bill Cohen 

ground fresh horseradish — you 

should have seen the tears! Also 

included was a cup of charoset to a 

little sweet touch. So many smiling 

faces and full stomachs. Cantor 

Alisa did a spectacular job leading 

the celebration with readings and 

song. Our President Barbara 

Hamerling has submitted a short 

article to the Citrus  

County Chronicle. 



CANTOR ALISA FORMAN 

 

Passover in the Shadow of COVID 

Based on an article by Emuna Braverman on aish.com 
 
Here we are approaching another Passover, another seder not quite like 
years past. Although many are vaccinated, although the restrictions are 
starting to lift, although the proverbial light seems to be poking out in the 
distance, we are still concerned, there is still legitimate fear. 
 
Many families are still forced to spend the holiday apart, either due to the 
actual disease or the fall-out i.e. countries with such restrictive access that 
visiting or leaving and then returning have become if not impossible, a  
bureaucratic nightmare. So once again we are preparing for an unusual  
Passover. 
 
It’s painful and it’s frustrating. And yet the essential lessons of the holiday 
remain available whatever our circumstances. And that is possibly the most 
important lesson of all. We tend to hitch our happiness, our growth, our  
opportunity to connect to God, to external circumstances. Emuna Braverman 
writes, “I would really enjoy Passover if my kids could be with me (how many 
times did you complain how much work it was having your kids home?!).  I 
would really grow from the holiday if there were more people at my table to 
participate in the discussion…” And so on. 
 
We all have a story we tell ourselves about who we would be and how we 
would behave if only… but the very heart of Passover puts a lie to that  
rationalization. Two of the most important themes of Passover are our  
freedom to choose no matter the situation we are in and that whatever the 
physical/emotional circumstances of our life, it is enough (Dayenu). Instead 
of lamenting what’s missing this year, we should instead focus on what we 
have – on the gifts we are still receiving, on the opportunities that remain in 
front of us. 
 

We can’t wait for circumstances to change to be happy; we need 
to be  happy right now. 

 

Candle-Lighting Times 

April 2021 

Friday, April 2 
Light Candles at 7:31 PM  
Saturday, April 3 
Shabbat Ends 8:25 PM  
 
Friday, April 9 
Light Candles at 7:35 PM 
Saturday, April 10 
Shabbat Ends 8:29 PM  
 
Friday, April 16 
Light Candles at 7:39 PM  
Saturday, April 17 
Shabbat Ends 8:33 PM  
 
Friday, April 23 
Light Candles at 7:43 PM  
Saturday, April 24 
Shabbat Ends 8:38 PM  
 
Friday, April 30 
Light Candles at 7:47 PM  
Saturday, May 1 
Shabbat Ends 8:43 PM  

“We don’t need to return to normal in order to be happy.” 



Instead of deluding ourselves into thinking that we can only be happy or grateful when COVID  is completely 
eradicated and our lives return to “normal”, we need to incorporate the wisdom of the Dayenu song into 
our daily lives – our situation right now (with all its challenges) is enough. We can’t wait for circumstances 
to change to be happy; we need to be happy right now. 
 
Whatever the Almighty does for us is good and undeserved. We don’t merit anything; it’s all just love and 
kindness. “If God had split the sea for us but not taken us through on dry land, it would have been enough,” 
we sing. How is that possible? How would it be enough? If we’re only focused on achieving an end goal, 
nothing will ever be enough. We will have missed the point of the song. But if we can sit in the moment and 
count our blessings then I think we will be able to sit back and sing Dayenu at full decibel. 
 
Of course we want things to change; not only do we not wish to live in the shadow of a potentially danger-
ous disease but people need to go back to work, children need to return to school. But until things do, we 
have a choice to make. We can wallow in self-pity, moaning about the dreadful year it’s been – and how it 
still hasn’t ended! – or we can say Dayenu and find our way to gratitude and appreciation even in the midst 
of a pandemic. 
 
Passover reminds us that the freedom to choose which attitude to adopt is solely in our hands. And Dayenu 
illustrates for us which attitude to choose. 
 

 
 

 

Let Sue Bake Your Challah for Your Household  

Enjoy a freshly baked challah from our own baker Sue Johnson!  

Sue Johnson has graciously offered to do a challah sale for the congregation.  Everyone 

who has tasted her challah  knows it is delicious!  For now, she is willing to bake for us 

once a month.  To date, she has baked over 100 challahs.  You can pre-order your challah 

by April 6 and then pick  it up at Kellner on Thursday April 13 at 2:30 PM. 

The cost is $5.00 per challah.  

Make your check payable to CBS 

and send to P.O. Box 640024, 

Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0024.  

Indicate it is for Challah.  Checks 

must be received by prior Friday 

Also let Sue Johnson know you 

are ordering at  

acadialegalsupport@gmail.com 

Or call her at 207-356-2000 



From the President  

Barbara Hamerling 

352-513-5169  

barb4949@gmail.com 

Haverim, 

A year and a month have passed since we were last together in person. Passover by Zoom again. I do hope  

everyone enjoyed the program.   

Thank yous go to Cantor Alisa for the Seder program, Sue Johnson for her expertise at cooking meals for over 40 

people. And, of course Carol Cohen for the horseradish and Charoset.  All was delicious.  Hope next year we can 

be together in person. 

At this point in time, we are still not meeting in person.  I will start asking at services who has gotten their  

vaccine shots.  This will help us to decide when we can meet again.  It will have some restrictions also. 

Our fundraisers are doing well - Bingo and Challah Bake.  We will continue as long as need be. 

Finally, we are all looking forward to when we can meet in person.  I even have someone waiting to do a show 

for us.  More details in the future. 

Here’s to a healthy month.  As always, if you have any concerns, please call me. 

B’Shalom, 

Barbara 

Happy faces on Zoom for 

Pesach. People joining 

together from far and 

wide in a very warm and 

wonderful experience.  



Adult Education with Cantor Alisa Forman 
 
 
We rarely think about the links between the prayers. What is the spiritual journey of the prayers that 
make up our service. In this class, we’ll explore the themes and ideas in the prayers between Barechu 
and the Amidah. We’ll focus on the Shema prayer itself. How do those prayers inform our religion, our 
identity, and our spiritual life. We’ll learn about the structure of that part of the service. After this class, 
you will be able to maneuver through the service with a brand new perspective. You’ll notice things you 
never noticed before. The 
rabbis of old constructed 
the service with great  
intention to remind us of 
the core of who we are as 
Jews. Come familiarize 
yourself on a whole new 
level with prayers you have 
experienced your whole 
life. 
 

Sunday, April 18 

10:30 AM (Zoom) 

 

The Sh’ma and Its Blessings 

Delving into Prayer 



LET’S PLAY BINGO! 

 

 

 
Virtual Bingo – VIA ZOOM 

When: Tuesday, April 13, 2021 

Time: 7 PM – Sign on 6:45 PM 

Cost: $2.00 for one card, $5.00 for 3 cards, $10 for 6 cards 

Raffle: $10.00 to participate 

50/50 Raffle – By paying the $10.00 to participate in the raffle, all card numbers you have paid for will be entered into the drawing. 
If your card number is chosen, you will have won 50% of what is taken in. So, the more cards you play, the more chances you have 
to win the 50/50. 

Questions:  Barbara Hamerling 352-513-5169 or barb4949@gmail.com.  This is open to your family and friends.  You do not have 
to live in the area to play.  Please make check payable to CBS and mail to: CBS, P. O. Box 640024, Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0024.  
In the memo, please put number of cards you are purchasing and 50/50 Raffle if you are participating. DEADLINE IS TUESDAY, 
APRIL 6, 2021.   

Cards and link for Zoom sign on will be emailed to you (please provide your name and email address if not a congrega-
tion member) the Sunday before playing. If you want, please print your cards one time if you are using pennies or chips 
or six times if you want to use a dauber. We will be playing seven games.  Game 7 will continue as Game 6 on the same 
board. 

Please email Barbara Hamerling that you are purchasing cards.  Thank you. 

mailto:barb4949@gmail.com


The Congregation Beth Sholom 

Book Club gets together four times 

per year (January, April, July,  

October) to discuss books that have 

some connection to Judaism or to 

Israel. To observe Yom Hashoah 

(Holocaust Remembrance Day) 

which this year falls on Thursday, 

April 8, our tradition is to read a 

Holocaust novel for our April  

discussion. 

This year, the group will be  

discussing The Star and the  

Shamrock, a novel dealing with the 

THE STAR AND THE SHAMROCK 

Congregation Beth Sholom Book Club 

kindertransport by author Jean 

Grainger. Members and friends 

of the congregation are  

welcome to join us. Our April 

meeting will be a zoom 

meeting. Please email Sue at 

choppedherring@aol.com if you 

would like more information or 

an invitation to our meeting. 

Non-members are encouraged 

to make a small donation to 

CBS. 

 

There are many excellent  

Holocaust novels out there. The 

Star and the Shamrock was an Amazon First Read 

sometime last year and that is how we were  

introduced to the novel. If you are interested in 

observing Yom Hashoah and don’t care to  

participate in our book club, some other titles you 

might want to consider are: 

The Tattoist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris (and 

its companion book, Cilka’s Journey) 

The Paris Architect by Charles Belfoure 

The Orphan’s Tale by Pam Jenoff 

The Book of Lost Names by Kristin Harnel 

Survivors Club by Michael Bornstein [memoir] 

We’d love to know which (Jewish-themed or Israel-

themed) novels you have been reading and  

enjoying. Please pass along any titles you think the 

book club should consider to Sue at  

choppedherring@aol.com. 



 

PLEASE NOTE  

All deceased whose names are mounted on plaques on the  

Memorial Boards in our sanctuary will have the  

memorial lights lit during the Hebrew month of their yahrzeit and on all  holidays 

when Yizkor is recited.  

Please contact Les Leavitt at 352-527-0698. 

Yahrzeits 

07 - Abraham Benzion Papo 
07 - Sylvia Cohen 
09 - Abraham Krim 
09 - Fanny Altchek 
10 - Dr. Joseph Pomerance 
10 - Louis Greenstein 
10 - Joseph Weissman 
10 - Jack Habib 
 
April 23/24           11-17 Iyar 
 
11 - Rachel Michaelis 
11 - Corrine Frey 
11 - Raymond Kurtz 
12 - Lena Zimon 
13 - Martin Schwartz 
13 - Iris Antonoff 
14 - Betty Siegel 
15 - Betty Boyle 
15 - Jack Kwartner 
15 - Rosemarie Antonoff 
16 - Daniel Rogers 
17 - Joseph Weiss 

 
April 2/3        20-26 Nissan 
 
20 - Herman Goldenberg 
20 - Henry Helkin 
20 - Esther Rushefsky 
20 - Gordon Govatos  
20 - Herbert Solkoff 
23 - Fanny Neff 
24 - George Zimmerman 
25 - George Taylor 
26 - William Cubert 
26 - Helen Gelsky     
26 - Miriam Lamus Smooha  
 
April 9/10 27-30 Nisan,  
                    1-3 Iyar 
 
27 - Jean Morse 
28 - May Fagan Miller 
28 - Lucille Poch 
29 - Anna Passman 
29 - Abraham Cohen 
30 - Melvin Tobias 
                                                          
1-3 Iyar 
01 - Moses Miller 
02 - Ann Saslow 
 
April 16/17   4-10 Iyar 
 
05 - Alfred Morgenthau 
06 - Fannie Golsdstein 
06 - Anne Israel 
06 - Morris Hartenstein 
06 - Nathalie Kaufer 
07 - Josef Ternbach 
07 - Sara Abraham Papo 

17 - Sylvia Goldman 
17 - Sara Anne Gordon 
17 - Irving Fishman 
 
April 30/May 1   18-24 Iyar 
 
18 - Michael Morse 
18 - Albert Toblin 
19 - Camilla Weiss 
20 - Charlotte Korotty 
20 - Molly Goldberg 
20 - Alexander Trieber 
21 - Anna Polakoff 
22 - Harold Rogers 
22 - Bertha Schwartz 
22 - Leopold Schwartz 
22 - Bertha Roth 
22 - Leopold Roth 
22 - Stanley Zaenchik 
22 - Kenneth Abrahams 
23 - Rose White 
 

SUNSHINE & TRIBUTE 

CARDS 

When you buy a  

birthday, anniversary 

or get well card you 

can also support our 

synagogue by  

purchasing a  

Tribute Card.  Call  or 

email Tribute Card  

Maven Les Leavitt  

352-527-0698 

lesleav864@gmail.com 

and he will send your  

Tribute Card for just 

$5. Put “Tribute Card” 

in the subject line of 

your email.  



Beverly Hills Chapel                                                               (352) 746-4551 

5955 N. Lecanto Highway                                                      (352) 746-4646 

Beverly Hills, FL 34465               (352) 489-5363 

www.FeroFuneralHome.com                                 www.FeroMemorial.com 

 

Congregation Beth Sholom in Action! Drive-Through Seder Meal 

It was a feast factory!  With Sue 

Johnson (our master chef!) cooking 

up a storm, many volunteers helped 

ensure the congregation had a  

traditional meal for Passover. It was 

a beautiful thing. Thank you to  

Barbara Hamerling for her  

photography. 



Birthdays 

4/1  Dr. Leonard Calodney 

4/7 Manny Bloch    

4/9 Barbara Hamerling 

4/9  Peter Williams 

4/24 David Kurtz 

4/28 Gail Calodney 

4/30 Elyse Topol 

 

4/6    Michelle & Yosef Fouks 

4/9     Barbara & Harvey Hamerling 

4/30 Ellie & Lewis Unterman 

Anniversaries 



Thank You  For Your Heartfelt Donations 

In memory of Stanley Antonoff  

From Carol and Bill Cohen 

In memory of Edith Chordock  

From Barbara Jaffe  

In memory of Irving Topol  

From Murray Topol  

In memory of George Kaufer  

From Audrey Guss  

In memory of Jack Walker  

From Dennis Walker  

In memory of Jerry Charkes  

From Leonard Galehoff 

In memory of Herbert Solkoff  

From Les Leavitt  

Honor birthdays and  

anniversaries of friends and family with a 

small donation to  

Congregation Beth  

Sholom. 
A gift of $18  

(Chai — to life!)  

goes a long way! 

 

Send your donation with a notation about your gift 

to:  

Congregation Beth Sholom  

PO Box 640024   

Beverly Hills Florida, 34464 

 

Checks should be made  

payable to  

Congregation Beth Sholom  

In memory of our beloved  

nephew Danny Levine  

From Bill and Carol Cohen 

In memory of Murray A Kellner 

Kerstin Kellner  

In memory of William Cubert  

From Rob Cubert 

In memory of  

Herman Passman  

From Steven Passman 

In memory of David Miller  

From Caron Miller  

In memory of Rachel Lamus 

From Malka Lamus 

In memory of Soloman Schlesinger 

From Malka Lamus 

In memory of Hinda Schlesinger 

From Malka Lamus 

In memory of Rona Lee Kohler  

From Jessie Kohler  

In memory of David Schlesinger 

From Malka Lamus 

In memory of Miriam Lamus 

Smooha 

From Malka Lamus 

In memory of Joan Siegel  

From Dan Longo  

In memory of  

Dorothy Salwen Rabinoff  

From Sue and Lou Pellegrino 

  

In memory of my mother  

Margo Novak  

From Briana Lande  

 



Contact Us 

Phone: 352-746-5303 

Congregation Beth Sholom 

102 Civic Circle 

Cantor Alisa Forman, Spiritual Leader 

Mailing Address 

PO Box 640024  Beverly Hills, FL 

34464-0024  

www.bethsholomcitrus.org 

Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/bethsholomcitrus/ 

Send comments and submissions for the  

Shofar to Carol Cohen at clc5747@gmail.com 

Board of Directors 
 

President — Barbara Hamerling 

Vice President — Sharon Weber 

Treasurer — Rochelle Kerchner 

Secretary — Harvey Hamerling  

At-Large Board Members 

Expires Feb 2022 

OPEN 

Sherry Wilson 

Marcie Tuegel 

 

Expires Feb 2023 

Ed Altchek 

Sue Johnson 

Les Leavitt 

By creating a bequest for 

Congregation Beth Sholom, you 

can help make the difference to 

ensure and shape the future 

of Conservative Judaism in 

Citrus County and Florida's 

Nature Coast.  Bequests are gifts 

by Will from thoughtful people 

who wish to help carry on the 

good works and services of 

Congregation Beth Sholom. You 

may make a bequest using a 

Will, Trust, Retirement Assets, 

or Life Insurance. 

REMEMBER 


