
THE SHOFAR 
Mark Your Calendar! 

Mondays with Alisa 

Monday Feb 4 at 7 PM 

Shabbat Dinner 

Friday Feb 8 at 6 PM 

Trivia Night 

Tuesday Feb 12 at 7 PM 

Variety Show 

Saturday Feb 23 at 7 PM 

Hadassah Card Party 

Thursday Feb 28 at 12 PM 

CONGREGATION BETH SHOLOM   February 2019 ⚫  SHEVAT/ADAR 1 5779 

Purim is just around the corner 

and here is a picture from last year of 

Sharon Weber displaying our beautiful 

Scroll of Esther. Miriam Fagan is shown  

examining it. There are many activities in 

preparation for and in celebration of  

Purim planned for the coming weeks. 

Join us on March 1 as tens of thousands of  

Jews celebrate Shabbat Across America 

RSVP by  Feb 24 Email marciejoy@outlook.com or leave a message at 352-513-4629 

More information inside 



Candle Lighting Times 

Shabbat  Friday,  Feb 1 

Light Candles 5:51 PM    

Saturday, Feb 2 

Shabbat Ends 6:46 PM 

Shabbat  Friday, Feb 8 

Light Candles 5:56 PM    

Saturday, Feb 9 

Shabbat  Ends 6:51 PM 

Shabbat  Friday, Feb 15 

Light Candles 6:02 PM    

Saturday, Feb 16 

Shabbat Ends 6:56 PM 

Shabbat  Friday, Feb 22 

Light Candles 6:02 PM    

Saturday, Feb 23 

Shabbat  Ends 7:01 PM 

Wishing you a  

 

Now that January First has rolled by, we may find ourselves needing motivation to keep 
those New Year’s Resolutions. Here are five inspirational Jewish quotes that can help us 
reframe the way we think about our lives, our goals and our resolutions in the new  
secular year. They are interpreted by insightful traditional Jewish writers who  
contribute to aish.com. 

#1—"A righteous man falls down seven times and gets up." – King Solomon, Proverbs, 
24:16. Life is all about the ability to get up from challenge. Greatness is defined as 
getting up one more time than you've fallen down. The Torah defines someone who's 
righteous not as someone who had succeeded, but someone who has persevered. It 
creates a paradigm of what righteousness is – trying to do what's right, getting up from 
failure, and keeping moving forward. Charlie Harary                                                                             

#2—"There are no problems, only opportunities for growth." – Rebbetzin Dena Wein-
berg. It gets me through almost everything. It means that God is sending me this so that 
I can grow. It prevents me from blaming others, including myself. It frames a situation 
not as something overwhelming that is impossible to solve, but as a puzzle that can be 
worked out, and the process of working it out is where real growth takes place. Words 
are powerful; as soon as you reframe from "problem" to "opportunity," you pull down 
the covers, get out of bed, pull up your boot straps and rise to the occasion. No one 
wants problems, but who doesn't want opportunities? Lori Palatnik  

#3—“Who is wise? One who learns from every man… Who is strong? One who over-
powers his inclinations… Who is rich? One who is satisfied with his lot… Who is honora-
ble? One who honors his fellows.” – Ben Zoma, Ethics of the Fathers, 4:1 This is my  
favorite quote because it upends our society’s definitions of these things. We tend to 
think strength, happiness, wisdom and honor are reliant on external circumstances – 
how much wealth you have, how strong you are, how much you know…. Jewish wisdom 
shows all four are internal; it's all up to the person himself. Want to be rich? It's about 
your attitude, not about how much money you have. Want to be smart? You don't need 
Einstein’s genes, just the ability to open your eyes and watch people around you. Want 
to be strong as a hero? It's in your heart – just be strong enough to do the right thing. 
Nir Greenberger                                                                                                                     

#4—"Torah is not education, it's transformation." – Rebbitzen Dena Weinberg  If you 
are just learning Torah for the education and not growing and transforming yourself, 
you are not really learning Torah. Bonnie Cohen                                                                                                                                      

#5—“L’fum tzara agra, according to the effort is the reward.” – Ben Hei Hei, Ethics of 
the Fathers, 5:26.  This is the great equalizer. It doesn’t matter where you have started 
on the ladder of life; it matters how many rungs you’ve climbed. This is the true  
measure of man. As President Coolidge said: Nothing in this world can take the place of 
persistence. Talent will not: nothing is more common than unsuccessful men with  
talent. Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a proverb. Education will not: the 
world is full of educated derelicts. Persistence and determination alone are  
omnipotent." Of course, we cannot do anything without God’s help. The choice is in our 
hands, but the results are in His. Rabbi Nechemia Coopersmith.  
May the rest of your 2019 be blessed! 

CANTOR ALISA FORMAN 

 

Keeping Up Your New Year’s Resolutions with Five Jewish Quotes 



Passover is Coming Soon! Dedicate a new Haggadah! 

Long overdue, Congregation Beth Sholom has selected a new Haggadah: 60 Minute Seder: 

Complete Passover Haggadah edited by Rabbi Bonnie Koppell. Our primary 

intention is to make our community Seder more enjoyable and more welcoming, while  

adhering to the traditions that we love. The 60 Minute Seder fits the bill. 

Our goal is to acquire at least enough copies of the Haggadah for use by all attendees at our 

community Seder. Also, it's important to order a few extras just in case. Accidents happen 

when you're reading a book at the dinner table with wine and food nearby! You might wish to 

purchase additional copies to be used at your home Seder as well. For a preview of the 60 

Minute Seder, visit https://60minuteseder.com/ A sample copy will be available at our  

February Shabbat dinner. 

You have the opportunity to dedicate one or more copies of this new Haggadah in honor of or in memory of someone, or to 

commemorate a special occasion (birthday, anniversary, wedding, birth of a child or grandchild, etc.). A bookplate will be placed 

in the front of each Haggadah with your name and message. Your help is greatly appreciated to help cover the cost of these new 

Haggadot.  The cost with a dedication bookplate is $18 per copy. The cost is $10 each for additional copies for you to have at 

home. Complete the attached order form writing your dedication information clearly. The deadline for ordering is February 22, 

2019.Thank you for your participation and generosity. 

Example Dedication: Sponsored by John Doe, In Memory of our father James 

Include your name, phone number and email and Mail the form with your check made out to Congregation Beth Sholom to: 

Sue Pellegrino, Haggadah, 1337 N Hunt Club Drive, Hernando, FL 34442 

https://60minuteseder.com/


From the President 

I 
 would like to thank those of you who attended the Congregation meeting on Sunday,  
January 20, 2019. I would have liked to see more of our congregation in attendance. It’s  
really very important that all of you attend and participate in the happenings of YOUR  

synagogue. There are many activities in the planning stages and each and every one of you is 
needed to participate. There are jobs for everyone who wants to help. So please think about 
what you can do to help YOUR synagogue WE NEED YOU!  
     There is something for everyone to enjoy. Right know we are trying to come up with ideas 
that would encourage better attendance at Friday evening services. Should we add something 
for after services besides coffee and as an oneg, or should we have something different? We 
need more attendees; there are many evenings that we don’t even have a minyan. It’s a shame 
that when one of our community family has Yahrzeit and we can’t even say Kaddish. All of us 
need to put our heads together to come up with a plan. If anyone can help us with ideas please 
let me, Harvey or the Ritual Committee know. Let us all do a real mitzvah and help each other. 
     We are getting ready for holidays that will be approaching soon. SIYYUM HA-B’KHORIM  
service and study session for the First Born will be on Friday, April 19, 2019 at 9:30 – 10:30 A.M.  
And our COMMUNITY PASSOVER SEDER will be held on that evening at 5:00 PM. Please keep 
watching the E-news for details for the rest of the Passover Services and activities. 
     So you can see that we are a thriving community and we will definitely welcome your active 
participation.  If you would like to assist in any activity please contact the chairman of the  
committee or get in touch with me to offer your services. We need to give our people who have 

been working so very hard to give you the  
dinners, and all of the other activities that you 
enjoy a WELL DESERVED BREAK. 
   Another topic to consider is the upgrade of 
our security system.  We are also looking for 
our Synagogue to be safe for everyone. We will 
keep everyone up-to-date as more information 
has been obtained. 
     I want to congratulate the recently  
re-elected board members who have signed on 
for another exciting term of office. We still have 
a lot of work ahead of us, but I know it will get 
done. 
     Thank you for your continued support and 
your confidence. 
Sharon Weber 
President, Congregation Beth Sholom   
 



Good Eats! Shabbat Dinners Planned  

The dinner committee now has the next few 
months of dinners planned. 

In February, as usual, we will be having our 
Shabbat Dinner on the second Friday of the 
month, February 8th. February dinner will be 
soup, salad and croissant sandwiches catered 
by your dinner committee. RSVP to Marcie by 
Sunday, February 3 by emailing  
marciejoy@outlook.com or by leaving a 
message at (352) 513-4629. Payment will be 
collected at the door. The cost is $10 per per-
son if RSVP is received by the deadline of Feb-
ruary 3. The cost for late RSVPs will be $15 
per person. We are able to keep the cost of 
the meals down if you RSVP on time.  

On March 1, 2019, we will be joining tens of 
thousands of Jews across North 
America as we come together to 
eat, drink, relax, enjoy, debate and 
celebrate the 23rd Annual Shabbat 

Across America and Canada. Our Shabbat 
Across America dinner will feature kosher 
cold cuts from Joel’s of St. Petersburg includ-
ing corned beef, pastrami and turkey, kosher 
pickles and deli salads.  

be  

The cost for the Shabbat Across America 
will be $18 per person. RSVP to  
Marcie by Sunday, February 24th. Email  
marciejoy@outlook.com or call (352) 513-
4629.  
Payment for the dinner must be received by 
Sunday, February 24th. Checks can be 
mailed to Marcie Tuegel at 1210 W. Skyview 
Landings Drive, Hernando, FL 34442. 

There will be no Shabbat dinner in April. But 
mark your calendars. The Annual Beth  
Sholom Community  Seder is being held on 
the first night of Passover, Friday, April 19. 
You will receive information about the Seder 
sometime in February. 





Godfather Joe Beddia presents a music and comedy show 

called Music Memories and More. You’ve seen him as the 

Godfather and George Carlin. Joe Beddia will perform a 

show featuring songs from the past for your listening and 

dancing enjoyment.  Joe will be singing, playing various 

musical instruments as well as performing comedy  

impressions, including his famous Carlin.  

Refreshments including soda, coffee and cake are 

included. Everyone is invited to come and enjoy this 

show. 

Date will be Saturday, February 23, 2019. The show 

will start at 7:00 PM. It will be at Kellner Auditorium, 

92 Civic Circle, Beverly Hills, FL. 

Cost is only $25.00 per person. Please contact  

Barbara Hamerling at (352) 513-5169 for reservation 

information. Please see the flyer in the Shofar.  

Hurry, previous shows starring Godfather Joe have 

sold out. Also, if you want to be a show sponsor,  

especially if you cannot attend, you may do so for 

$150.00. Or, you can sponsor show tickets at $25 

each. 

MUSIC MEMORIES AND MORE SHOW WITH JOE BEDDIA 

Coming Soon!!  

PURIM FUN 

Let’s make Hamantaschen on Sunday, March 

10 at 3. More details coming soon! 



Name_____________________________________________  

Address___________________________________________ 

Town _________________________ State____ Zip_______  

Email _________________________ Tel #_________________ 

 # of persons_____ @ $5.   Total enclosed:  $___________. 

Please detach this form and send it along with your payment to Marcie Tuegel, 1210 W 
Skyview Landings Dr., Hernando, FL 34442.  Make checks payable to Congregation Beth 
Sholom.  Please contact Marcie Tuegel at 513-4629 or marciejoy@outlook.com with your 
choice of food you plan to provide. 
 

Celebrate Purim with CONGREGATION BETH SHOLOM 
Of Citrus County 

Purim S’udah 
Thursday, March 21, 2019 6:00 PM 

Join us for a joyous and delicious Purim dinner featuring 
the culinary talents of our own Beth Sholom members 

Sample Dinner Menu: (Subject to 

change) 

Purim Bread 
Mixed Green Salad, Pasta Salad,  

Vegetable Salad, Vegetable Lasagna, 
Eggplant Parmigiana, Noodle  
Kugel, Macaroni & Cheese 

Fruit Salad * Hamantaschen * Beverages 

Cost: $5 plus an item of food to be donated to Project Isaiah  

Deadline:  Wednesday, March 13, 2019 
Kellner Auditorium 

92 Civic Circle, Beverly Hills, FL 

mailto:marciejoy@outlook.com


Time to Order Shalach Manot Purim Gift Bags!  





What is Shalach Manot? 

During the joyous holiday of Purim we must read the Book 

of Esther,  donate to charity, share a festive meal and to 

give a gift of at least two edible food items to a friend.  

This last mitzvah is called "shalach manot" and is tradition-

ally observed by preparing baskets of food and other 

items.   

What is Congregation Beth Sholom's Shalach Manot pro-

gram? 

To facilitate this beautiful mitzvah, the Shalach Manot 

Committee will prepare Purim gift bags for members to 

purchase.  Each bag will contain many assorted items in-

cluding Hamantaschen, of course.  Each bag will have a 

"gift card" included. 

How do I order a Purim gift bag? 

Use the order form containing the names of all the mem-

bers of Beth Sholom.  You simply check off the names of 

members you want to receive a bag and send the form 

back, along with a check payable to Congregation Beth 

Sholom to Barbara Hamerling, 1557 West Caroline Path, 

Lecanto, FL 34461. 

What is the cost? 

The first bag ordered is $18.00; each additional bag is $2.00.  

For example: If you send a Purim bag to seven (7) of your 

synagogue friends, your total amount of money would equal 

$30.00.  You may send a bag to every member of the congre-

gation for the price of $180.00.  You do not need to buy 

yourself a bag. 

If ten of my friends in the congregation send me a bag, does 

that mean I will actually receive 10 bags? 

No, you will receive one bag but the gift "card" enclosed will 

contain the names of the ten people who "sent" you a bag. 

What is reciprocity? 

If you check the box marked "reciprocity", you are requesting 

that a bag be sent to any member who sends you a bag.   

Since you don't know in advance the number of members 

you need to reciprocate, you will be billed after Purim for 

these bags. 

When will the bags be ready? 

The bags will be ready for pick-up at our Purim celebration 

on Thursday, March 21 (Services  at 6:00 PM). 

 

Shalach Manot — Be Part of a Mitzvah at Purim 

More Purim Goodness Ahead!  

On Sunday, March 10 at 3 PM, we will gather in the 

Kellner kitchen for a Hamantaschen baking event! Every-

one will learn how to make different  

varieties of the three-cornered Purim cookie. We will be 

baking Hamantaschen to be served at our Purim S’udah 

later in the week, but bakers will get to take home a sam-

pling of what is baked. 

Our Purim S’udah will be on Thursday evening, March 21. 

We’ll be following our tradition of featuring the excellent 

cooking skills of many of our members for this very festive 

meal. Marcie will be coordinating the menu with member 

cooks. Get your RSVP in early to get your best choice  

option of what to make!  See page 8 for more info. 



February 1/2  
27-30 Shevat 
 
27 - Sylvia Auerbach 
27 - Fleurette Leavitt 
28 - Anna Petsonk 
28 - Hattie Grad 
28 - Irving Schwartz 
28 - Harold Zimmerman 
28 - Barry Moskowitz 
28 - Grace Dankner 
28 - Blanche Harmin 
29 - Louis Rosinsky 
29 - Naomi Levinson 
29 - Rae Dinerstein 
30 - Dorothy Neuhaus 
30 - Herman Lenes  
Adar 1 
01 -  Monroe Forman 
01 - Joe Compofelice 
01 - Harry Lee Greene 
02 - Bertha Zwickel 
02 - Sigmund Spiegler 
02 - Abraham Winograd 
03 - Max Braffman 
 
February 8/9                   
4-10 Adar 1 
 
04 - Rose Greenfield 
04 - Christine May Brad-
ley 
02 - Ruth Apfelbaum 
05 - Henry Gudis 
05 - Sonya Leavitt 
07 - Gloria Lassman 
07 - Pearl Gershenhorn 

PLEASE NOTE:   

All deceased whose names 

are mounted on plaques on 

the Memorial Boards in our 

sanctuary will have the me-

morial lights lit during the 

Hebrew month of their 

yahrzeit and on all  holidays 

when Yizkor is recited. 

Please contact Les Leavitt  

at 352-527-0698. 

Yahrzeits 

08 - Dov Oksenhorn 
08 - Carol Zaglin 
08 - Beatrice Rothstein 
10 - Miriam Wolman 
 
February 15/16                 
11-17 Adar 1 
 
11 - Claire Schwartz 
11 - Dr. David Miller 
11 - Harry Goldberg 
12 - Frank Skopp 
14 - Abe Puzes 
16 - Irving Gish 
16 - Anna Kohler 
16 - Leo Hamerling 
17 - Irving Poch 
 
February 22/23                  
18-24 Adar 1 
 
19 - Pauline Cohen 
19 - Pearl Helen Martin 
19 - Harry Lipsky 
20 - Jack Zaenchik 
20 - George Kaufer 
21 - Abraham Moskowitz 
21 - Murray Kellner 
21 - Gloria Galehoff 
21 - Joseph Simnowitz 
22 - Jennie Cohen 
23 - Louis Fox 
23 - Samuel Abramowitz 
24 - Bettie Fishman 

 
March 1/2                
25 Adar 1- 1 Adar 2 
 
25 - Esther Abramowitz 
25 - Ida Rogers 
26 - Lila Brezinsky 
26 - Michael Klein 
26 - Yetta Moskowitz 
27 - Isadore Lobenberg 
27 - Samuel Levinsky 
27 - Sidney Edelstein 
01 - Morris Abramowitz      





From Hadassah 

Dear members and friends of Hadassah; 

Our next meeting  will be on Monday, February 

11, 2019 at Kellner auditorium at 1 pm.   We will 

prepare for the Card and Game Party Lunch.  WE 

NEED HELP! 

The Card and Game Party luncheon is on  

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2019 at 12 noon to 4 

pm, at Kellner Auditorium.   Donation is $15. For 

tickets call Miriam Fagan  352-746-0005. By February 23! 

Don’t miss our Hadassah Beverly Hills March meeting on MONDAY, MARCH 11, 2019 at Kellner at 1pm. Our 

guest speaker will be Judi Siegal.  Judi, the co-President of Hadassah Ocala, recently published a column in the 

religious section of the Citrus County Chronicle. For many years she has shared her experiences as an intelligent 

educator with great knowledge of the Bible.   She will use some of her columns as background for her talk. It is 

worthwhile to attend the meeting! 

We are still taking orders for Mah Jong cards, till the end of January. Hadassah gets $1 for every card  

ordered.  We also have tree certificates and cards. 

We are looking forward to our great fund raiser: the Card and Game Luncheon. I appreciate some of the mem-

bers of the synagogue who helped in getting tickets and spread the word. 

Have a warm winter; 

Shalom, 

Miriam Fagan         Here are pictures from last year’s event! 



AND THE ANSWER IS ... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There’s a new trivia game in town. Congregation Beth Sholom has its very own version 
of trivia, open to the entire community. Trivia will be held on the second Tuesday of every 
month starting at 7:00 PM, doors open at 6:30. We’ll be playing in Kellner Auditorium. For 
a cost of $10 per person, you can play trivia and enjoy some snacks. Water and iced tea 
will be served. 

Organize your own team (4-player minimum/8-player maximum) or play at a mixer table 
with new friends.  Advance reservations are strongly suggested, especially if you’re  
hoping to play at a mixer table. Pay at the door. Monetary prizes will be rewarded to the 
teams coming in first and second place and a 50/50 raffle will be held. Please check our 
Facebook page (Congregation Beth Sholom of Citrus County) or our website 
(bethsholomcitrus.org) for updated information. 

http://www.bethsholomcitrus.org


Thank You For Your Heartfelt Donations 

General Fund  

In memory of my father 
Paul Grenitz 

From Isabelle Grenitz-Hutchins 

In memory of Evelyn Guss 
From Sheldon & Audrey Guss 

In memory of Alexander Benstock 
From Bunny Benstock 

In memory of my beloved father 
Leland Churchill 

From Carol Cohen 

In memory of my beloved father 
Leonard Cohen 
From Bill Cohen 

Think about something YOU could do and let Sharon Weber know!  

She and all of Congregation Beth Sholom will be most grateful.  

 

Honor birthdays and anniversaries 

of friends and family with a 

small donation to Congregation Beth Sholom. 

A gift of $18 (Chai — to life!) goes a long way! 
Send your donation with a notation about your gift to:  

Congregation Beth Sholom PO Box 640024  

Beverly Hills Florida, 34464 

Checks should be made payable to Congregation Beth Sholom  

In memory of the mother of  
Rabbi Polirer 

From Bill & Carol Cohen 

In honor of Ed Simnowitz’s 
Bar Mitzvah Anniversary 
From Bill & Carol Cohen 

In memory of Fleurette Leavitt 
From Leslie R. Leavitt 

In memory of my beloved mother 
Sarah Benstock 

From Bunny Benstock 

In memory of Grace Dankner 
From Erika Neimeth 

In memory of Rose Weiner 
From Louise Weiner 

SUNSHINE & TRIBUTE CARDS 

When you buy a birthday,  

anniversary or get well card you 

can also support our synagogue 

by purchasing a Tribute Card.  Call 

Tribute Card Maven Les Leavitt 

(352-527-0698) or email  

lesleav864@gmail.com and he will 

send your Tribute Card for just $5. 

Put “Tribute Card” in the subject 

line of your email.  

R’FUAH SH’LEIMAH 

Please let President Sharon Weber 

know if you or a loved one is ill 

and would like to be added to the 

Mi Shebeirach list for  Shabbat 

services.  It is best to call or send 

the message in the form of an 

email.  

In memory of Blanche 
Schreider 

From Lou Harmin 

In memory of Anne Winograd 
From Marilyn Winograd 

In memory of Abraham  
Winograd 

From Marilyn Winograd 
 



Birthdays 
2/6   Loraine Ray 

2/10  Joan Siegel 

2/15  Sherry Wilson 

2/16  June Newman 

Anniversaries 

2/18  Diane & Richard Rothstein 

 

2/24  Lucille Poch  

2/28   Michelle Fouks 



Adult Learning with Cantor Forman  
Monday, February 4 at 7 p.m. 

Panim-el-panim – Engaging face-to-face with God and each other: Lessons from the Bible 

Moses is reeling after his people built the Golden Calf. He is exhausted by their faithlessness and appalled by 
God’s threat to abandon them. Distraught, Moses cries out to God: “hareini na et k’vodecha” (“God, show 
me Your honor”). God interprets Moses’ plea as a fervent need in this moment of despair to see God’s face. 
And God answers: “No. You cannot see My face and live.” (Exodus 33:20) 

But throughout the Bible are moments of face-to-face meetings with God. From Jacob to Moses to Gideon, 
we see that God does engage people in this manner. This class will introduce us to some of those dramatic 
moments in the Bible when God meets us panim-el-panim, face-to-face. We will explore the implications of 
those meetings and seek to discover how understanding of those meetings can bring deeper meaning into 
our lives. 





Contact Us 

Phone: 352-746-5303 

Congregation Beth Sholom 

102 Civic Circle 

Cantor Alisa Forman 

Spiritual Leader 

Mailing Address 

PO Box 640024 

Beverly Hills, FL 

34464-0024  

www.bethsholomcitrus.org 

Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/

bethsholomcitrus/ 

    

Send comments and submis-

sions for the Shofar to Carol 

Cohen at clc5747@gmail.com 

Board of Directors 
 

President— Sharon Weber  

Vice President— Bill Cohen 

Treasurer— Rochelle Kerchner 

Secretary— Barbara Hamerling  

At-Large Board Members 

Expires Feb 2020 

Susan Johnson 

Jon Tilton 

Sherry Wilson 

The Shofar is an Official Publication of The Beverly Hills Jewish Center/Congregation Beth Sholom, Inc. 

 

Expires Feb 2021 

Ed Altchek 

Harvey Hamerling 

Les Leavitt 

 

Congregation Beth Sholom 

PO Box 640024 

Beverly Hills, Florida 34464-0024 
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